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Anuttama Dāsa
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.
Today we pray to remember and appreciate you with heightened awareness. As your humble servant, 

I would like to share my gratitude for one of your contributions that is only beginning to bear fruit.
One of the greatest sources of suffering and strife in our modern world is the increasing tension 

and conict between different religious systems and communities. While people of all traditions call 
out for “peace on earth,” we are shocked at the atrocities committed by one religious community upon 
another—often in the so-called “name of God.”

Çréla Prabhupäda, you gave the world a different vision of the interplay of religions. In the 1950s you 
wrote,

Hindus, Muslims, Christians, and the members of the other sects that have convincing faith in the 
authority of God must not sit idly now and silently watch the rapid growth of a Godless civiliza-
tion. There is the supreme will of God, and no nation or society can live in peace and prosperity 
without acceptance of this vital truth. [Light of the Bhägavata]

In this mood, your followers across the world are working to develop relationships with other reli-
gious and spiritual traditions. Inspired by you, this year, in Washington, D.C, a Vaiñëava-Muslim dialogue 
was inaugurated.

The co-coordinator of the dialogue is a Muslim professor (and vegetarian) who came to study in the 
United States from India some forty years ago. As a student at Harvard, he attended a lecture you gave 
at the university. He came away, as he describes it, “convinced that God and spiritual truth are contained 
in all the great religions of the world.” To this day he is an advocate of interfaith understanding, and an 
admirer of your contributions in spreading Vaiñëavism and God consciousness all over the world.

During this year’s dialogue, about ten Vaiñëavas and ten Muslims spent the day discussing “The 
Name of God.” Our mood was one of respect and inquiry: “Please tell me what you know of God and His 
names.” We were not there to debate or to dominate. We sat in friendship, as devotees of the Supreme 
Lord, as we best understand Him, to learn from each other, and about each other.

As you stated in a lecture in 1969:

Everyone should follow the particular traditions or sampradäya, the regulative principles, of your 
own religion. This is required, as much as there are many different political parties, although 
everyone is meant to serve one country.

Our meeting was also empowered by the instructions of Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura, who wrote:

It is not proper to constantly propagate the controversial superiority of the teachers of one’s 
own country over those of another country although one may, nay one should, cherish such a 
belief in order to acquire steadiness in a faith of your own. But no good can be affected to the 
world by such quarrels.’[Çré Caitanya-çikñämåta]

There are voices in the world today that advocate the idea that religion is the problem. Other, more 
enlightened voices advocate that we should learn to tolerate and respect each other. You, Çréla Prabhupäda, 
taught us to be faithful enough to learn from one another, and to love and encourage one another.

It is not a fact that the Lord appears only on Indian soil. He can manifest Himself anywhere 
and everywhere, and whenever He desires to appear. In each and every incarnation, He  
speaks as much about religion as can be understood by the particular people under their par-
ticular circumstances. But the mission is the same—to lead people to God consciousness and 
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obedience to the principles of religion. Sometimes He descends personally, and sometimes He 
sends His bona de representative in the form of His son, or servant, or Himself in some disguised  
form. . . . In all incarnations of the Lord, therefore, the same principles are taught, but they ap-
pear to be higher and lower in varied circumstances. [Bhagavad-gétä 4.7, purport]

Another important point mentioned in this connection is anindayä [avoiding blasphemy]—we 
should not criticize others’ methods of religion. . . . A devotee, instead of criticizing such systems, 
will encourage the followers to stick to their principles. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam 4.22.24, purport]

Çréla Prabhupäda, as time goes by, and the Gauòéya-Vaiñëava tradition of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu 
is better understood, more and more people will appreciate your nonsectarian vision and your contribu-
tions to creating peace and cooperation between spiritually-minded people. For now, as in many of your 
great accomplishments, your gifts are just beginning to be understood.

Your aspiring servant,

Anuttama Däsa

 

Badrinārāyan. Dāsa
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
When asked about your own Guru Mahäräja, you replied, “What can I say? He was a Vaikuëöha 

man.”
So are you, Çréla Prabhupäda. Your vision spreads from the innite to the innitesimal, from a view 

of the cosmos to concern for the smallest of living entities.
One Indian gentleman commented, “Swäméjé, I saw you in London, now I am seeing you in India. Isn’t it 

a small world?” With a gesture that seemed to sweep away the stars, you replied, “It is insignicant.”
A young devotee, newly appointed as the temple commander of your Los Angeles temple, asked 

you how he could avoid becoming proud about his new position. You told him that he should remember 
that with each exhalation and inhalation of Mahä-Viñëu’s breath, unlimited universes are manifested and 
withdrawn. In each universe, there are so many planets. On each planet, there are so many continents. 
On each continent, there are so many nations. In each nation, there are so many states, in each state so 
many cities, in each city so many streets, and on every street, there are so many houses. Yet in one of 
those houses, you are sitting and thinking, “I am very important.”

As you narrated the story-line for the play “Kali and His Consort Sin,” it became clear that you were 
one of the greatest generals sent by Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu to do battle with Kali. You had your grand 
strategy: You saw that everyone was chasing America. If you could turn America, you would turn the 
world. Others said it could not be done. You said “Impossible is a word in a fool’s dictionary.”

Because of your complete condence in Kåñëa’s ever-presence and His unlimited potency, you were 
fearless. On a morning walk you shared how as a young boy you had climbed up the scaffolding to the 
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top of the Victoria Memorial in Kolkata, a mammoth building over eighteen stories tall. An American 
devotee commented, “You must have been very brave.” You replied immediately, “And I am still brave. 
Otherwise, how have I come to your country all alone?”

Yet your concern spread to even the most insignicant. One of your servants related how he was 
called into your room early in the morning to nd you staring at a spot on the oor. You said, “Do you 
see that bug? He has been struggling all night. He must be very hungry and tired. Please help him get 
outside.”

On a morning walk through the city zoo, one of your disciples was taunting a caged lion, trying to 
get him to roar. You said, “Please stop. He was once king of the forest. Just see his condition now. He is 
already suffering enough.”

In Los Angeles, you gestured with your cane to a blade of grass growing up from a crack in the 
sidewalk. In a voice weighted with gravity you said that this had once been a great demigod who, at 
the expiration of his stock of pious deeds, was now obliged to come down in the rain to take birth as a 
blade of grass.

The Bhägavatam states, “When äcäryas completely take shelter under Your lotus feet in order 
to cross the erce ocean of nescience, they leave behind on earth the method by which they cross.” 
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam 10.2.31)

For me, that method for crossing over the erce ocean of nescience is your personal example. Of 
course, practicing sädhana and studying çästra are essential. Serving the Vaiñëavas and depending on the 
mercy of Kåñëa are key. But what pulls me forward every day, what spurs me to push to improve myself, 
is the remembrance of your absolute conviction in the words of your own spiritual master (guru-niñöhä) 
and your burning desire to deliver Kåñëa to the suffering living entities (jéva-daya). Quoting your Guru 
Mahäräja, you gave the true measure of what being merciful means: “There is only one shortage in this 
world [both individually and collectively] and that is a shortage of Kåñëa consciousness.”

Of course, words are cheap. Asked about the spiritual master’s forgiveness, you said, “I will forgive 
you once. I will forgive you twice. But the third time, I will take off my shoe.” A devotee cried out to you, 
saying, “Çréla Prabhupäda, please save me.” You said, “Yes, I can save you. But you must do the work.”

They say, “Like father, like son.” Please give me the strength to do whatever it takes so that someday 
soon I will become a worthy son of such a noble father.

Your most insignicant servant, 

Badrinäräyaë Däsa 

Bhakti Caitanya Swami
My dear lord and master Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet. All glories to you, the savior of the 
whole world!

Your sincere followers know nobody but you. I wish to be counted as one of them in due course. I’m 
convinced there is no higher aspiration than this, and it is foremost in my mind, despite many lifetimes 
of material activity in this sick material world.

Çréla Narottama Däsa Öhäkura sings:

çré-guru-caraëa-padma,   kevala-bhakati-sadma,
bando mui sävadhäna mate
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“The lotus feet of the spiritual master are the only way to attain pure devotional service. I bow down to 
his lotus feet with great awe and reverence.”

The word sävadhäna is something like a word of warning. When one travels by car in north India, if 
one comes across some roadwork, the standard sign in Hindi to alert drivers of the need for special care 
says “Sävadhäna.” One has to watch out, or else there can easily be a calamity.

Çréla Prabhupäda, in one lecture you said:

So our business is . . . Because we are preparing ourselves to preach Kåñëa consciousness, we 
must be qualied to get the power of attorney. Sometimes we speak that “I’ll preach.” What 
you will preach? First of all get the power of attorney; then preach. Preaching is not so easy that 
anyone and everyone can preach without . . . kåñëa-çakti vinä nahe näma pracäraëa. So to get 
that power of attorney one has to qualify himself; not that the power of attorney is hanging in 
the tree and you can take it. No. So how this power of attorney can be achieved? That is stated 
in the Çrémad-Bhagavatam. . . . Now, today is guru-pürëimä. Especially we should understand 
what is the power of attorney. Anyone can recite this verse, çré-guru-caraëa? 
Dhåñöadyumna: Çré-guru-caraëa-padma, kevala-bhakti-sadma, vando mui sävadhäna mate. 
Prabhupäda: So this is the beginning, that if you want to be devotee, then you must approach 
the spiritual master who has got the power. Çré-guru-caraëa-padma, kevala-bhakti-sadma, vando 
mui sävadhäna mate. Sävadhäna means very carefully, not whimsically.

It is self-evident that you had that power of attorney, Çréla Prabhupäda, received from your spiritual 
master, Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura. You single-handedly spread Kåñëa consciousness all 
over the world despite seemingly insurmountable odds. You didn’t wait for anyone to make comfortable 
arrangements for you, but boldly stepped forward alone. As you said, when you stepped off the ship in 
New York “I did not know whether to turn left or right.”

Anyone who wants to achieve that power of attorney to preach Kåñëa consciousness in this age 
must be very careful to receive it from you. It is not really available elsewhere. Certainly not to the same 
degree.

We are struggling to continue your mission, Çréla Prabhupäda. It is not easy. Kali-yuga is an extremely 
difcult time, and we don’t have the qualications that you have.

Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé quotes Çréla Sanätana Gosvämé in the Bhakti-rasamåta-sindhu (1.3.35):

 na premä çravaëädi-bhaktir api vä yogo ’tha vä vaiñëavo
     jïänaà vä çubha-karma vä kiyad aho saj-jätir apy asti vä
 hénärthädhika-sädhake tvayi tathäpy acchedya-mülä saté
     he gopé-jana-vallabha vyathayate hä hä mad-äçaiva mäm

In your Nectar of Devotion you translate this verse as follows: “I have no love for Kåñëa, nor for the 
causes of developing love of Kåñëa—namely, hearing and chanting. And the process of bhakti-yoga, by 
which one is always thinking of Kåñëa and xing His lotus feet in the heart, is also lacking in me. As far 
as philosophical knowledge or pious works are concerned, I don’t see any opportunity for me to execute 
such activities. But above all, I am not even born of a nice family. Therefore I must simply pray to You, 
Gopéjana-vallabha [Kåñëa, maintainer and beloved of the gopés]. I simply wish and hope that some way or 
other I may be able to approach Your lotus feet, and this hope is giving me pain, because I think myself 
quite incompetent to approach that transcendental goal of life.”

You comment further there: “The purport is that under this heading of äçä-bandha, one should 
continue to hope against hope that some way or other he will be able to approach the lotus feet of the 
Supreme Lord.”

For us, you are that hope, Çréla Prabhupäda. Mother Yaçodä tried to tie Kåñëa, but found the rope 
to be always two ngers too short. Çréla Viçvanätha Cakravarté Öhäkura writes in his purport to one of 
the verses in this narration in the Tenth Canto of Çrémad-Bhägavatam: “Since Yaçodä, desiring to do 
good to her son and being stubborn, would not give up her attempt to bind the Lord, then between the 
Lord and the devotee, the devotee’s stubbornness prevails. Thus, seeing His mother becoming tired, the 
Lord gave up His own stubbornness and, out of His mercy, allowed Himself to be tied. His mercy is the 
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king of all çaktis, illuminating all else. It melts His heart as if it were butter. Mercy’s appearance made 
His satya-saìkalpa-çakti and vibhüti-çakti (His potencies to fulll His desires and show His opulences) 
suddenly disappear. The rope’s shortage of two ngers’ length was lled by Yaçodä’s effort (pariçrama) 
and Kåñëa’s mercy (kåpä). The effort and fatigue due to service and worship (the steady faith of the 
devotee—bhakta-niñöhä) and the mercy of the Lord arising from seeing that effort and fatigue (the steady 
quality in the Lord, or His sva-niñöhä)—these two caused the Lord to be bound.”

Certainly we are not at all on the level of Mother Yaçodä, but you, Çréla Prabhupäda, are more mer-
ciful than Lord Kåñëa. This is our hope. You came to New York, the capital of Kali-yuga, and preached 
to the young people there. You traveled the world and established the Kåñëa consciousness movement 
everywhere. Your mercy is unlimited, and even though our efforts are full of shortcomings, our hope is 
that you will continue to accept them, as you have done in the past. For so many years we have been 
trying, and you have been giving your mercy. Why should we assume you will not continue to do so? In 
this way your power of attorney can be received, and we can be successful in our attempts to spread 
your movement.

If we think we can be successful in any other way, then, sävadhäna, beware! It is not so easy. There 
are many pitfalls along the way. There are many people who may look good, but actually something is 
wrong with them. It is easy to become sidetracked from the road back to Godhead by becoming attached 
to people other than Çréla Prabhupäda.

I am simply an atom at your lotus feet, and I am begging you for your mercy. Please be kind, Çréla 
Prabhupäda. May your glories be spread throughout the three worlds.

Your humble servant,

Bhakti Caitanya Swami

 

Bhakti Chāru Swami
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet—my eternal shelter.
There was a time when I used to write to you almost every day, reporting my activities and seek-

ing your guidance. Things have changed considerably since then. Due to an extremely busy schedule, 
for a long time I did not do that, and I felt extremely guilty about it. No matter how busy I may be, my 
activities should always revolve around you, and my attachment to your lotus feet should increase with 
the passing of time, not decrease. 

Çréla Prabhupäda, you taught us that the best way to serve you is by serving your ISKCON. Now we 
can understand why you said that. This wonderful institution is your divine arrangement for spreading 
Kåñëa consciousness all over the world, and it is through this institution that Kåñëa consciousness will 
continue to spread in every town and village, all over the world, fullling the prediction of Çré Caitanya 
Mahäprabhu. Therefore, it is becoming clear with the passing of time that our most important respon-
sibility is to serve and protect ISKCON with all our ability and means. 

Since your departure from this planet, a lot has happened in our ISKCON family. In many areas our 
movement has suffered considerably, while in others it has developed most remarkably. You used to say 
that all forward movement takes place in waves. We can see how true that is in relation to our move-
ment: places that were booming in the past are facing some kind of depression today, and places where 
Kåñëa consciousness was practically absent are ourishing most wonderfully. Undoubtedly both these 
phenomena are signs of progress.

You mentioned that after an äcärya leaves the planet there is bound to be a crisis. With an äcärya 
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like you having left this planet, how can we expect there not to be any crises! Therefore, I do not want to 
speak about the difculties and crises our movement is facing today. Rather, I want to inform you about 
how your loyal followers have successfully averted those crises and pushed this movement forward, 
establishing your glories in different parts of the world.

Your movement is spreading most wonderfully in India today. Thousands of students from various 
prestigious universities are accepting your teachings and dedicating themselves completely to your 
mission. Many educated, intelligent, and successful individuals are wholeheartedly accepting the path 
of kåñëa-bhakti and pushing your movement forward, and as a result of that we are experiencing a grand 
success all over the subcontinent.

Russia and East European countries that used to be behind the Iron Curtain at one time have become 
the most fertile elds for Kåñëa consciousness. Thousands of people are becoming devotees of Kåñëa 
and fullling the actual purpose of the human form of life. A real Hare Kåñëa explosion is taking place 
in those countries.

Recently I was in Bangladesh. It is very enlivening to see how your teachings are being accepted by 
the people there. Not only the Hindus but even the Muslims are responding to your teachings so favor-
ably. Important people like vice chancellors of universities and high-court judges, although Muslims, are 
participating in our programs, asking pertinent questions, and inviting us to their respective places to 
enlighten their students and colleagues. 

Your movement is seeing glorious progress in predominantly Muslim middle-eastern and southeast 
Asian countries also. Although we are not able to preach to the Muslims there, many of the Indians who 
have emigrated there are accepting the path of pure devotional service. Your movement is undoubtedly 
in the safe hands of your loyal successors. Many of your granddisciples are now coming forward, taking 
responsible positions, and steering your movement very efciently. Some of them have become GBCs, 
some have accepted the renounced order of life, and some are also assuming the role of spiritual master. 
It is very reassuring to see how sincerely and effectively they are carrying forward your legacy. They 
are our future hope and give us the condence that your mission will continue to fulll the prediction 
of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu. The Kåñëa consciousness movement is spreading all over the world very 
effectively. Your books are being distributed by your sincere preachers in huge numbers, and your glory 
is being spread in every town and village.

Çréla Prabhupäda, please bless me that I can become an effective instrument in this wonderful mis-
sion you have established, and please allow me to be engaged in your service life after life.

Your most insignicant servant,

Bhakti Chäru Swami 

Bhaktimārga Swami
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

My understanding of Vyäsa-püjä is that it is an expression of gratitude.
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“Thanks!”

thanks for Kåñëa’s name
and for my name,
for a new goal
for this lost soul.

thanks for the real life
and Life Comes from Life,
a new way of thinking,
a nectar I’ve been drinking.

thanks for the chance to sing,
for spices, especially hing.
the food, the roöis,
kurtäs and dhotés.

thanks for all the books
and “hooks or by crooks,”
the travel, the adventures,
toothpaste for the dentures,
your powerful discourses,
and ghting Mäyä’s forces,
for your life story—
its unfathomable glory.

thanks for nonviolence
unless it’s in defense,
your liberalism,
your conservatism,
and the accommodation
for apparent contradiction.

thanks for such characters as Hiraëya,
and what to speak of Caitanya?

thanks for George and Jagannätha,
for Kåñëa and Gopénätha,
for cymbals, drums, tilak,
kértanas that make us rock,

the mantra, Sanskrit, oà,
the ways to go back home,
for shaven heads, being clean,
and insisting on hygiene,
for the love of bull and cow—
we must tend to them right now—
for your talks and your walks
and blessings for my walks,
for the place 243,
devotees, your GBC.

thanks for teaching us dance,
chants, and trance,
giving us humor
and no room for rumors,
for farms, restaurants, schools,
four regs and rules,
for blessing me with dramas,
holy places, and dhämas,
for the Deity, the icon,
the home we call ISKCON
backing the family,
youth, and elderly,
for prasädam and its distribution
done in great profusion,
for being father, being mother,
showing kindness to one another.

thanks for your coming,
what to say of your going?
thanks for your smile, your sauce,
for you are always the boss
eternally
for me
and for us.

Bhaktimärga Swami

Bhakti Purus.ottama Swami
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, 

Please accept my humble obeisance at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!
I am your granddisciple Bhakti Puruñottama Swami, trying to serve your society, ISKCON, under the 

guidance of my spiritual master, your dear disciple His Holiness Jayapatäka Swami. Jayapatäka Mahäräja, 
who has dedicated his life fully unto the service of your lotus feet, has been going through a great health 
crisis. He has brought thousands of devotees into your ISKCON movement by his great endeavor and 
dedication to your instructions.
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We, the disciples and followers of Jayapatäka Mahäräja, feel great distress to see His Holiness in 
his present condition, which has left him unable to travel much and preach as before. Please give your 
blessing for the quick recovery of Jayapatäka Mahäräja and bless me so that I can serve your lotus feet 
steadily, just as my Guru Mahäräja is serving your holy instructions.

Thank you very much.

Your humble servant,

Bhakti Puruñottama Swami

Bhaktivaibhava Swami
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

We keep hearing that people who read the biography of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupäda are deeply moved by his example of determination, austerity, surrender and loyalty to his 
Guru Mahäräja, enormous accomplishments, and love and devotion for Lord Kåñëa. Those who read 
his biography feel so much appreciation for his Kåñëa consciousness movement that they naturally feel 
inclined to read his books, listen to his recorded talks, and watch videos and lms about him. 

Çréla Prabhupäda has given the world Lord Kåñëa, and Lord Kåñëa has given the world Çréla  Prabhupäda. 
The more the glories of Çréla Prabhupäda are spread, the more Lord Kåñëa will be pleased, and the more 
we spread Lord Kåñëa’s glories by distributing Çréla Prabhupäda’s books and presenting Kåñëa conscious-
ness in various other ways, the more Çréla Prabhupäda will be pleased. 

Throughout his life Çréla Prabhupäda successfully spread the practice and principles of Kåñëa con-
sciousness in numerous ways. Now the Lord is urging His devotees to successfully spread the glories 
of His dearmost servant, Çréla Prabhupäda, to the multitudes. This has been partially accomplished 
through video and lm, books, etc. However, to make Çréla Prabhupäda’s glories known to the outside 
world so that people from all walks of life experience the same above-mentioned deep appreciation for 
Çréla Prabhupäda, we require a unied endeavor and an intelligent approach.

Ebe yaça ghuñuk tribhuvana. Let Çréla Prabhupäda’s glories be spread all over the three worlds!

Çréla Prabhupäda’s insignicant servant,

A.C. Bhaktivaibhava Swami

Bīr Krishna dās Goswami 
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine
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 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept my prostrated obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!
Recently, while giving a Çrémad-Bhägavatam class on the Fourth Canto, twelfth chapter, text fty-one,  

I was inspired by your description of the compassionate nature of pure devotees of the Lord. You state:
 
Pure devotees, out of compassion for the fallen souls, are kåpälu, very kind to people in general; 
they distribute this Bhägavata knowledge all over the world. A kindhearted devotee is called 
déna-nätha, protector of the poor, ignorant mass of people. Lord Krsna is also known as déna-nätha 
or déna-bandhu, the master or actual friend of the poor living entities, and His pure devotee also 
takes the same position of déna-nätha. [Çrémad-Bhägavatam 4.12.51]
 
Immediately upon reading this section of the purport, I thought of you, Çréla Prabhupäda, and how 

you exhibit overwhelming compassion for us. “Overwhelming compassion” means that the person who 
experiences this emotion (bhäva) of compassion has so much love for the objects of his compassion 
(the poor conditioned souls) that his actions are controlled by that love.

We often chant this verse: 
 

 väïchä-kalpatarubhyaç ca   kåpä-sindhubhya eva ca
 patitänäà pävanebhyo   vaiñëavebhyo namo namaù

 
The general translation we use for kåpä-sindhubhya is “full of compassion.” However, the word sindhu 
means much more than just “full.” It means “ocean.” The reason the ocean is referred to here is that the 
ocean has an unlimited quantity of water. 

It was that compassion that convinced me to become a member of ISKCON. When I rst read your 
Kåñëa book in 1969, I could not really understand the philosophy of Kåñëa consciousness. Yet, I was ir-
resistibly drawn by the spiritual energy emanating from your words. Once reading about that little blue 
boy stealing butter and feeding it to the monkeys (even though I did not know at that time who that 
little blue boy was), I could not forget your words.

The rst time I physically met you, in 1971, I was convinced just by your compassionate glance to 
devote my life to your service.

It is your compassion that daily inspires me to serve your movement. It is your compassion that 
enthuses me to help others come closer to Kåñëa. 

I pray that I may always be an object of your compassion, that you empower me to deliver your 
compassion to others, and that I develop deeper compassion for others.

 
Your eternal servant,

Bér Krishna däs Goswami

Devāmrita Swami
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.
The cintämaëi of your presence radiates in myriad facets. In this offering I wish to single out your 

väëé manifesting as The Nectar of Devotion. May we never underestimate the capacity of that çästra to 
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trigger the inner life of mature devotees, who selessly push ahead in your service with steadiness and 
determination. 

Obviously, the entirety of The Nectar of Devotion requires a mature and ravenous re of sacricial 
sevä—even just to sample a few drops. Nevertheless, the truth must be told: as the dynamic decades of 
Prabhupäda-sevä go by, somehow, someway, “Nectar of Devotion starts to happen”—of its own accord. 
Unforced, uncontrived, unimagined, the genuine internal realities begin to beckon.

During the ISKCON years of your physical presence, you, who indeed gave us everything, taught how 
to stand on the shores of The Nectar of Devotion and wade toward the depths. For example:

So every one of you should read this Nectar of Devotion repeatedly. [23 June 1970)

Every one of you should very carefully read and make progress. [7 September 1976]

So each chapter you should read very carefully. And if you cannot understand, read it repeat-
edly. Don’t all of a sudden, reading one or two page, immediately question, “Prabhupäda, what 
is this? What is this? What is this?” Go on reading, and the answers will automatically come. [23 
June 1970]

As by drinking nectarine one can become immortal, similarly, by drinking the nectarine of devo-
tion one becomes immortal. Therefore we have named the book Nectar of Devotion. You drink 
it and become immortal. That’s all. Amåtam açnute. [14 February 1971]

Nectar of Devotion is very important book. It is the science of devotional service. If you want to 
be engaged in devotional service, then you must read the Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu. And then we 
shall be able to see God. [18 October 1972]

The Six Gosväméns, and if we associate with them . . . this book, Nectar of Devotion, Bhakti-
rasämåta-sindhu, if you read regularly, try to understand, this means you are associating with 
Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé directly. And if you act accordingly, then you are serving their lotus feet. 
[20 October 1972]

As a tiny sädhaka utterly undeserving, whose parched head and heart long for your leading him 
out of the desert to the eternal oasis of seless bhakti, I salute thee, my eternal master, for supplying all 
the spiritual necessities the journey requires for completion. You have done your part. I beg you for the 
strength and integrity to do mine.

Seeking service as a meager bit of dust on your feet,

Devämrita Swami

Dīna-śaran. ā Devī Dāsī
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

On this glorious day of your appearance, please accept my fallen obeisances!
When Lord Kåñëa appeared before him, Dhruva Mahäräja was speechless and fell down like a stick 

at the lotus feet of the Lord. By gently touching Dhruva’s forehead with His conch shell, the Lord enabled 
Dhruva to glorify the beautiful transcendental appearance of the Lord.

Therefore I pray that Lord Kåñëa may touch my heart with His mercy and give me the right words 
to praise His glorious pure devotee, His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Çréla Prabhupäda, with 
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the most exalted and beautiful words that a fallen servant is able to speak. 
In the ocean of material pains and pleasures, a drowning person desperately struggles, looking for a 

helping hand. But all he sees are innumerable other helpless drowning persons—except one: you, Çréla 
Prabhupäda, the incarnation of all Vaiñëava gurus and great sages, past, present, and future, the essence 
of all Vedic conclusions. The glories of your godly qualities are eternally sung by the inhabitants of the 
heavenly planets and the pure devotees of the Lord. The Vedic literature urges us to take shelter at the 
lotus feet of such a great self-realized soul, who is the personication of the Lord on earth, and to follow 
his instructions: mahäjano yena gataù sa panthäù.

Thousands of searching souls are following the instructions you laid down in your books and are 
surrendering at your feet, under the guidance of your stalwart disciples. In time these souls will one day 
take the lead in your movement and carry your legacy to future generations.

Driven by material illusion, some think there is a need to create a better movement than your own. 
But I, eager to pass down your legacy to future generations, pray that I may be allowed to succeed or 
fail with your movement.

May I be an instrument in the Lord’s inconceivable plan and serve together with my godbrothers 
and -sisters in assisting you in your mission.

Çréla Prabhupäda, the blessings bestowed upon you by your Guru Mahäräja, His Divine Grace Çréla 
Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura, empowered you to succeed in your mission to spread Kåñëa conscious-
ness all over the world. We pray to become qualied to similarly receive your blessings and empowerment 
so that we can fulll our most cherished inner desire, namely, to assist you in your service to him.

Your fallen servant, 

Déna-çaraëä Devé Däsé

Giridhārī Swami
My dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!
Recently I came across an instructive exchange you had with your disciples at New Vrindaban in 

1976:

Shortly after eight thirty he [Çréla Prabhupäda] brought the meeting to an end. As he prepared 
to retire to the house, he looked at one of the women, Gopäläçyapriyä däsé, who was rather 
under-dressed considering the chill of the evening. He was concerned and he turned to Kulädri, 
the temple president. “Um hmm. This girl? This cloth is sufcient? So you have no covering? 
They do not require covering?”

Kulädri was casual about it, trying to explain it away to assuage Çréla Prabhupäda’s disquiet. 
“It is warm for us, Çréla Prabhupäda.”

But Çréla Prabhupäda wouldn’t allow it to be passed off lightly. “No, if they require, they 
must be supplied. You must ask them what you need, and provide them. Because they do not 
say, you’ll also keep silent—that’s not good. Every month they should be asked what they need. 
Necessities, they must be supplied. We have already discussed this point. The women, they 
require protection, children, women.”

This is but one of many examples of how concerned you were with the welfare of your disciples. 
You were never too busy to make sure your disciples were well cared for, and you taught us this by 
your personal example.

Caring for devotees is indeed the most important component for the success of ISKCON’s preaching 
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mission. We can gauge its importance by comparing those yäträs who put lots of effort into taking care 
of the devotees with those that don’t. The difference is striking.

Where taking care of the devotees is lacking, we generally nd they are more prone to be attracted 
to deviant philosophies and other spiritual organizations. Such devotees are often dissatised and feel 
the need to look for something outside of ISKCON.

However, when the devotees are well taken care of, they are satised and feel well situated in 
 ISKCON. They don’t feel the need to look elsewhere for happiness. They are directly experiencing it by 
the sincere practice of Kåñëa consciousness, which is nurtured by other devotees who love and care for 
them on all levels.

So the leaders of ISKCON have a heavy responsibility. We must follow in your footsteps, Çréla 
 Prabhupäda, to ensure that the devotees are taken care of nicely.

You taught us to love Kåñëa and His devotees. If we truly love Kåñëa’s devotees, we will do everything 
within our means to set up whatever systems are necessary to ensure that all the devotees are taken 
care of—now and in the future.

This is an important way for us to practically show our love for you and to keep your legacy alive.
Thank you for always setting the perfect example and giving us the chance to follow in your foot-

steps. The choice is ours.

Your humble servant, 

Giridhäré Swami

Girirāj Swami
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Çréla Prabhupäda—Most Municent

We have gathered on the most auspicious occasion of Çréla Prabhupäda’s appearance day. His Divine 
Grace appeared in Calcutta in 1896, one hundred and fourteen years ago. Still, as he wrote of his spiri-
tual master, Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura, in his dedication to Çrémad-Bhägavatam: “He lives 
forever by his divine instructions, and the follower lives with him.” So although from the physical point 
of view Çréla Prabhupäda is no longer with us, from the spiritual point of view he is: “He lives forever by 
his divine instructions.” And by following his instructions, we feel his presence—we live with him.

Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura’s inscription for the tomb of Haridäsa Öhäkura in Jagannätha Puré 
states:

 He reasons ill who tells that Vaiñëavas die
     When thou art living still in sound.
 The Vaiñëavas die to live, and living try
     To spread the holy name around.

Both Çréla Prabhupäda’s dedication and Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura’s inscription tell us that the spiritual 
master, the Vaiñëava, never dies; he continues to live in sound, in his instructions (väëé) forever. And by 
following his instructions, by chanting the holy name, we can fulll his purpose and live with him.
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One verse that especially glories Çréla Prabhupäda’s merciful nature and service appears as text 9 
in Çrémad-Bhagavatam, Canto Ten, chapter thirty-one: “The Gopés’ Songs of Separation.” The same verse 
appears in the fourteenth chapter of Çré Caitanya-caritämåta’s Madhya-lélä. It is a very beautiful verse in 
thought and mood. 

 tava kathämåtaà tapta-jévanaà
     kavibhir éòitaà kalmañäpaham
 çravaëa-maìgalaà çrémad ätataà
     bhuvi gåëanti ye bhüri-dä janäù

The gopés sang this verse after Kåñëa left them during the prelude to the räsa dance. They were search-
ing the forest of Våndävana for Him, and in their mood of separation they sang this song, or verse, to 
Him: “The nectar of Your words and the descriptions of Your activities are the life and soul of those 
suffering in this material world. These narrations, transmitted by learned sages, eradicate one’s sinful 
reactions and bestow good fortune upon whoever hears them. These narrations are broadcast all over 
the world and are lled with spiritual power. Certainly those who spread the message of Godhead are 
most municent.”

During the Ratha-yäträ festival Lord Caitanya was in the mood of Çrématé Rädhäräëé when She met 
Kåñëa at Kuru kñetra and wanted to bring Him back to Våndävana. And when the procession stopped 
to allow devotees to offer food to Lord Jagannätha, Lord Caitanya, who felt exhausted from His danc-
ing in saìkértana, went to a nearby garden to rest. While He was lying on a raised platform, immersed 
in ecstatic loving feelings, King Pratäparudra entered the garden and, after taking permission from the 
Lord’s other associates there, began to massage the Lord’s lotus feet and to recite the gopés’ songs of 
separation, which were perfectly suitable for Lord Caitanya’s mood. 

When Lord Caitanya heard the verse describing the glories of the messages of Godhead and of those 
who broadcast such messages, He rose, embraced the king, and exclaimed, “Bhüridä! Bhüridä! You are 
the most municent! You are the most municent—because you are giving Me the nectar of kåñëa-kathä, 
which is so glorious.” 

And that is exactly what Çréla Prabhupäda did for us—he gave us kåñëa-kathä. He gave us many thou-
sands of pages and thousands of hours of kåñëa-kathä. He is bhüridä, the most municent personality. 

Now, to get the full benet of what Çréla Prabhupäda came to give us and do for us, and consequently 
to experience the appreciation and gratitude and love that are naturally due him, we—I—must take 
advantage of his transcendental gifts, especially kåñëa-kathä: rst and foremost his books, and also his 
lectures, morning walks, room conversations, letters—all that he gave us; they are all kåñëa-kathä. 

Tava kathämåtam. The kathä that Prabhupäda gave us, and that King Pratäparudra gave Lord Caitanya, 
is amåta. Amåta means “nectar,” literally “that which delivers one from death.” (Måta means “death,” or 
“birth and death,” and amåta means “no death.”) The demigods drink an amåta that yields a long life of 
sense enjoyment, but the amåta of kåñëa-kathä gives one an eternal life full of bliss and knowledge in the 
company of Kåñëa and all His associates, including Çréla Prabhupäda. 

Tapta-jévanam. Kåñëa-kathä gives life to those who are aggrieved in the material world. Täpa means 
“pain,” “misery,” or, more literally, “heat,” and thus tapta means “pained,” “miserable,” or “burning.” We 
are all burning in the blazing re of material existence, suffering the threefold miseries, and the spiritual 
master is like a rain cloud that pours down water to extinguish it. The spiritual master showers the nectar 
of kåñëa-kathä on the parched conditioned souls and thus delivers them from all suffering. It was said of 
the Six Gosvämés, päpottäpa-nikåntanau tanu-bhåtäà govinda-gänämåtaiù: “They delivered all conditioned 
souls from the reactions of their sinful activities by pouring upon them transcendental songs about  
Govinda.” (Ñaò-gosvämy-añöaka 3) And of Çrémad-Bhagavatam it is said, täpa-trayonmülanam: “It uproots 
the threefold miseries.” (SB 1.1.2) Çréla Prabhupäda has given us kåñëa-kathä—Çrémad-Bhagavatam and 
the works of the Gosvämés—which can deliver us from the material miseries and give us new life.

 saàsära-dävänala-léòha-loka-
     träëäya käruëya-ghanäghanatvam
 präptasya kalyäëa-guëärëavasya
     vande guroù çré-caraëäravindam
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“The spiritual master is receiving benediction from the ocean of mercy. Just as a cloud pours water on 
a forest re to extinguish it, so the spiritual master delivers the materially aficted world by extinguish-
ing the blazing re of material existence. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a 
spiritual master.” (Gurv-añöaka 1) 

Täpa also has another meaning—the re of separation. Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, and Çrématé  Rädhäräëé 
and the other gopés, were burning in the re of separation from Kåñëa. Talking about Kåñëa, kåñëa-kathä, 
gave them life. Similarly, anyone suffering in separation from Kåñëa or Çré Caitanya Mahä prabhu or Their 
associates, or from Çréla Prabhupäda or his associates, can get solace from kåñëa-kathä.

Kavibhiù—“great thinkers,” “sages,” “poets.” Çréla Prabhupäda was a great thinker. Ravéndra Svarüpa 
Prabhu tells us that as a student of philosophy and religion in the university he had encountered so many 
philosophical and religious conceptions, but that when he discovered Çréla Prabhupäda’s books and 
teachings, everything else he had heard and read before was—in clarity, in depth, and in substance—like 
child’s play compared with what Çréla Prabhupäda gave us. And Çréla Prabhupäda was also poetic. 

Éòitam—“described.” These great thinkers, devotees, and poets, such as Çréla Prabhupäda, describe 
Kåñëa. 

Kalmañäpaham. Kalmaña means “sinful reactions” or “material miseries,” and apaham means “drives 
away” or “eradicates.” Sinful reactions result in material miseries, and kåñëa-kathä, chanting and hearing 
about Kåñëa, brings immediate relief. We have all experienced it. The Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu says that 
from the stage of sädhana-bhakti one experiences kleça-ghné, the eradication of material miseries. From 
the very beginning we can experience it. Engaging in kåñëa-kathä frees us from sinful reactions and thus 
enables us to progress in devotional service. As Lord Kåñëa says in the Bhagavad-gétä (7.28), 

 yeñäà tv anta-gataà päpaà   janänäà puëya-karmaëäm
 te dvandva-moha-nirmuktä   bhajante mäà dåòha-vratäù

“Persons who have acted piously in previous lives and in this life and whose sinful actions are completely 
eradicated are freed from the dualities of delusion, and they engage themselves in My service with de-
termination.” Only when we are free from sinful actions and reactions can we take to devotional service 
with rm determination. 

Çrémat—“lled with spiritual power and opulence.” The nectar of kåñëa-kathä, according to Çréla 
Viçvanätha Cakravarté Öhäkura, bestows all wealth, up to prema (prema-dhana), and so even if we give 
everything we possess to one who broadcasts (ätatam) the messages of Godhead, we will never be able 
to repay him.

Bhuvi gåëanti—“chanted and spread all over the world.” This phrase particularly applies to Çréla 
Prabhupäda, who left India, journeyed to America, and traveled all over the world to broadcast the 
message of Kåñëa. No one had ever done that. Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu had desired and predicted it, 
yet even learned scholars in the line of Mahäprabhu and Sarasvaté Öhäkura could not imagine that it 
would come to pass. They took Mahäprabhu’s statement as a poetic devotional outpouring, not as a 
literal prediction. 

påthivéte äche yata nagarädi gräma
sarvatra pracära haibe mora näma

“In as many towns and villages as there are on the surface of the earth, My holy name will be preached.” 
(Caitanya-bhägavata, Antya 4.126)

Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura made a beginning. He sent copies of his book Caitanya Mahäprabhu: 
His Life and Precepts to some libraries in different parts of the world. And Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Saras-
vaté Öhäkura sent some sannyäsés to preach in Europe (though without much effect). But it was Çréla 
 Prabhupäda who actually traveled and spread the holy name of Kåñëa—kåñëa-kathä—all over the world. 
He personally translated Çrémad Bhagavad-gétä, Çrémad-Bhägavatam, Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, and other 
Vedic scriptures into English, and he inspired his followers to translate his books into other languages 
and distribute them everywhere. He also said that if he could live longer he would render more Vedic 
texts into English, and his followers are continuing his work.

Where would we be now if he hadn’t done what he did? We would probably be where we were, or even 
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worse, burning in the blazing re of material existence, burning in the re of hellish sinful reactions.
Thus Çréla Prabhupäda is bhüri-dä, the most municent. Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé gloried Lord Caitanya 

as the most municent incarnation of Godhead:

 namo mahä-vadänyäya   kåñëa-prema-pradäya te
 kåñëäya kåñëa-caitanya-   nämne gaura-tviñe namaù

“Lord Çré Kåñëa Caitanya is more magnanimous than any other avatära, even more than Kåñëa Himself, 
because He is bestowing freely what no one else has ever given—pure love of Kåñëa.” (Caitanya-caritämåta, 
Madhya 19.53) Personally, Lord Caitanya preached only in India. It was Çréla Prabhupäda who preached 
throughout the world, freely distributing kåñëa-kathä, kåñëa-näma, and kåñëa-prasädam, which bring 
one to kåñëa-prema.

And Çréla Prabhupäda wanted his followers, the devotees in ISKCON—he specically mentioned the 
temple presidents and zonal secretaries—to be municent, because they are representing Lord Caitanya. 
We should all be municent, benevolent. How? By spreading the message of Godhead—distributing 
transcendental literature and personally speaking about Kåñëa.

Considering the value of what Çréla Prabhupäda has given us, we can never repay him. Still, we should 
want to repay him, and act to repay him, by following in his footsteps. As Çréla Prabhupäda wrote, “If you 
feel at all indebted to me, then you should preach vigorously like me. That is the proper way to repay 
me. Of course, no one can repay the debt to the spiritual master, but the spiritual master is very much 
pleased by such an attitude by the disciple.” 

Çréla Prabhupäda is the spiritual master—at least çikñä-guru—of all of us, so we must work to repay 
our debt to him by following in his footsteps and preaching. And to preach, one must also practice; one 
must have spiritual strength. So we—I—must do both: practice and preach.

At last year’s Ratha-yäträ in Los Angeles, soon after the chariots arrived at Venice Beach, I met 
my dear godbrother Bhärgava Prabhu, and he poured some of the nectar of kåñëa-kathä into my ears. 
The atmosphere at the Ratha-yäträ was surcharged with spiritual potency and emotion and bliss, and 
he told a story that was most appropriate for the occasion, about the residents of Våndävana going to 
Kuru kñetra to meet Kåñëa. 

Kåñëa Himself was always feeling separation from the residents of Våndävana. In His sleep He would 
call out the names of the cowherd boys, the cows, and the gopés, and sometimes His pillow would be 
wet from the tears He had shed. 

So, Kåñëa thought that if He went to Kuru kñetra He might be able to meet the residents of Våndävana, 
because Kuru kñetra, unlike Dvärakä, is not so far from Våndävana. The residents of Våndävana, too, 
were eager to meet Kåñëa. And so the Vraja-väsés journeyed to Kuru kñetra. From the time of His youth, 
Kåñëa had an understanding with Nanda Mahäräja that no one should ever know about their intimate 
relationship, because if the demons knew that He had been raised as the son of Nanda in Vraja, they 
would attack Vraja and do harm to the Vraja-väsés—to get at Kåñëa.

When Nanda Mahäräja and the cowherd community reached Kuru kñetra, there were so many people 
and horses and chariots and elephants and tents everywhere, Nanda couldn’t see Kåñëa. But he could 
smell Him, the divine fragrance of His transcendental body. So he followed the scent to the place from 
where it was emanating, and then . . . he saw Kåñëa. But was it Kåñëa? He knew Kåñëa as his little cow-
herd boy. But here was a king, attired in royal garb, with so many princes and warriors, all well dressed 
and ornamented, offering Him praise and respect and bowing their heads at His feet. Still, Nanda wanted 
to approach Kåñëa, but remembering their agreement, he restrained himself and retired to the camp 
allotted to him and the other Vraja-väsés.

Later, Kåñëa Himself came, secretly, to meet them all. And He reciprocated their ecstatic loving 
feelings. It is described that Mother Yaçodä took Kåñëa on her lap, and with the tears from her eyes and 
the milk from her breast, she bathed Him. She performed an abhiñeka of Kåñëa with her love. Yaçodä’s 
body is completely spiritual, composed of prema. Her tears are liquid prema. Her milk is liquid prema. 
And so she performed a loving abhiñeka for Kåñëa.

Then Kåñëa went out to see the bulls and oxen. They were now all grown up. He went to each of 
them, one by one. He recalled each one’s name and lovingly patted each and every one of them, saying, 
“Oh, So-and-so, I remember you. I remember when you were just a small bullock, and now you are all 
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grown up, so big and strong.” And He affectionately embraced each one. 
And I was thinking how merciful Kåñëa is, how kind He is, even to the bulls, to the animals. I remem-

bered Çréla Prabhupäda’s words: “You have seen Kåñëa’s picture. He’s embracing the calf also, and He’s 
embracing Rädhäräëé. Not that He’s simply attached to Rädhäräëé and the gopés. He’s attached to every-
one, every living entity. Kåñëa is the best friend of everyone. So if you want friendship, make friendship 
with Kåñëa. He’ll protect you, and He’ll satisfy you in all respects.” There is a beautiful picture in which 
Kåñëa has His arm around a calf. Even if you are an animal (which basically I am), Kåñëa has affection 
for you, especially if you try to serve Him. “To become an animal of Kåñëa is a great fortune. It is not an 
ordinary thing. Any associate of Kåñëa—His cowherd boyfriends or calves or cows, or the Våndävana 
trees, plants, owers, or water—they are all devotees of Kåñëa. They serve Kåñëa in different capacities. 
Somebody is serving Kåñëa as an animal. Somebody is serving Kåñëa as a tree, with fruits and owers, 
as Yamunä water, or as the beautiful cowherd men and damsels, or as Kåñëa’s father and mother. Kåñëa 
has so many who love Him, and He also loves them.” Kåñëa consciousness is so beautiful, and deep. 

And then I was thinking about Bhärgava Prabhu—it was not an intellectual idea but a feeling that 
arose spontaneously in my heart: “You have given me the greatest gift, kåñëa-kathä.” And that is what 
Prabhupäda did for us. And that is what we, as his servants and followers, are meant to do for others, 
and for each other. 

It is called kåñëa-kathä, topics about Kåñëa. The topics, or instructions, given by Kåñëa is the 
Bhagavad-gétä, and the topics about Kåñëa, the activities of Kåñëa, is Çrémad-Bhägavatam. So, 
some way or other, let us always discuss about Kåñëa. That should be the life of Kåñëa conscious 
people—to worship Kåñëa in the temple; to sell Kåñëa’s books—Çrémad-Bhägavatam, Bhagavad-
gétä; to think of Kåñëa—Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa; to eat kåñëa-prasäda; to take all risk for Kåñëa; to 
do work for Kåñëa; or, as Arjuna, to ght for Kåñëa. Arjuna did not want to ght, but for Kåñëa’s 
sake he fought. So ght for Kåñëa, work for Kåñëa, think of Kåñëa, eat kåñëa-prasäda, talk of Kåñëa, 
read of Kåñëa. So, Kåñëa, Kåñëa, Kåñëa, Kåñëa, Kåñëa. This is life. This is Kåñëa consciousness. 
This is a very gloried life. [Lecture, 26 June 1974]

For kåñëa-kathä, for the holy name of Kåñëa, for the beautiful life of Kåñëa consciousness, and for his 
boundless, causeless mercy, I owe my life to Çréla Prabhupäda, eternally.

Çréla Prabhupäda-ké jaya!

Giriräj Swami

This is one of the first 
electronic time-zone clocks. 
It helped Çréla Prabhupäda 
keep track of his inter-
national society when 
he was in Los Angeles. 
(Item courtesy of Çréla 
Prabhupäda’s Quarters,
New Dväräkä Temple)
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Gopāl Krishna Goswami
My dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine
 
 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Please accept my most fallen obeisances at your divine lotus feet. Each year when I sit to write 
my Vyäsa-püjä offering, I realize how unqualied I am in trying to present your transcendental glories. 
I also realize how incapable I am compared to the other devotees who do an excellent job in praising 
your transcendental qualities and achievements. Your whole life was dedicated to serving your spiritual 
master’s order in an unmotivated manner. You had uninching faith in the words of your spiritual master. 
You came to illuminate this dark world with Lord Caitanya’s mercy. 

In a brief span of twelve years you wrote over seventy-ve books and opened nearly 150 centers. 
No saint in recent history has performed anything comparable to this. Prior to the appearance of your 
books, very few people knew the real purpose of the Vedas. The purpose of the Vedic knowledge is 
to inspire humanity to serve the Lord by performing devotional service. By presenting word-by-word 
meanings, bona de translations, and purports based on the commentaries of the previous äcäryas, you 
have made it possible for the conditioned souls of Kali-yuga to understand the importance of devotional 
service. Today your books are available in most languages of the world and are inspiring more and more 
people to execute devotional service. The evidence of this is that the congregation of serious devotees 
has increased all over the world.

You wanted ISKCON to go down in history as a movement that has saved the world. Since this was 
your desire, it is the responsibility of your followers to strictly follow your instructions. You showed by 
your personal example that a devotee should not be afraid of struggling for Kåñëa. Your life was full of 
struggles. In India you struggled alone to preach and to print and distribute your books. You struggled 
to get passage to the West. On your journey to America you had two heart attacks. After your arrival 
in America you struggled for more than a year to open the rst temple. You struggled to secure Hare 
Krishna Land in Bombay. Once, in New York, your disciples advised you to take a break for rest and 
recuperation. You responded by saying “Don’t take away my privilege to struggle for Kåñëa.” Your ex-
ample is very important for all present and future devotees of this movement. 

You often said that our love for you would be shown by how we cooperate to push on this move-
ment. On this auspicious day I am praying for your causeless mercy so that I may continue to have the 
opportunity to serve in your movement. Due to your mercy, book distribution in the major temples in 
my zone, in India, has continued to increase. This is possible because of the dedication of the devotees 
to your instructions. The preaching in the major temples is expanding, and new projects are constantly 
getting started. May I always live by following your instructions and never deviate from your path even 
for a moment. 

One hundred and eight glories to the wandering mendicant and topmost swanlike devotee, Çréla 
Prabhupäda!

Your insignicant servant,

Gopäl Krishna Goswami
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Guru Prasād Swami
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

I offer my most humble and sincere obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet, which have brought 
real peace to the hearts of untold numbers of persons.

As I continue to review the twenty-six qualities of pure Vaiñëavas as they are found in you, the next 
is çänta, peaceful. Your example of peacefulnees and your idea of peace and nonviolence are unique in 
the world.

You taught the world that peace cannot be achieved while so much violence through animal slaugh-
ter is going on. Following in the footsteps of Çré Prahläda Mahäräja, you demonstrated that a devotee’s 
peace is gained through service, not a tranquil environment. Prahläda said that the practice of most 
yogés—taking a vow of silence and wandering in search of solitary placidity and freedom from external 
disturbance—was unacceptable to him. In the same way, you left the peaceful atmosphere of Våndävana 
and entered into the most hectic and agitated city in the world and created peace.

Criticizing Gandhi’s nonviolent approach as a solution for the world’s situation, you presented the 
Bhagavad-gétä as the fountainhead of perfect peace. By the grace of Kåñëa, Arjuna became composed 
while killing the enemy. Therefore, at Bhagavad-gétä 6.27 you translated praçänta as “[with] mind xed 
on the lotus feet of Kåñëa.” Controlling the mind and senses, as you perfectly did, brings a constant 
state of equanimity.

You traveled relentlessly, sometimes for up to twenty-four hours, to arrive at a temple and preach. 
Then, after a little rest, you would begin translating the Çrémad-Bhägavatam as if you had been in the 
same place for months. Who could be a better example of peacefulness?

You scorned the impersonalists for seeking çänta-rasa with no relationship to Kåñëa. For a devotee 
,such so-called peace is kaivalyaà narakäyate, a hellish condition. The devotees you are sending onto 
the battleeld of modern city streets feel internal composure and bring peace to the unsettled people 
of the world, all by your grace.

Seeing your serene gure and hearing your soothing words of innite transcendental wisdom calm 
my mind temporarily. Falling at your lotus feet, I beg you to bless me with a constant state of equilib-
rium so that I can serve your mission without being agitated by the waves of material desire that, like a 
tsunami, ood the world, creating havoc. Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Your aspiring servant,

Guru Prasäd Swami

Hr.daya Caitanya Dāsa
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to your auspicious appearance day!
Here in Radhadesh, every day during the guru-püjä I am reminded of your great qualities.

Our spiritual master is the ocean of mercy, the friend of the poor, and the lord and master of the 
devotees. O master! Be merciful unto us and give us the shade of your lotus feet. Your fame is 
spread all over the three worlds. [Çré Guru-vandanä 4]
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It is the time just after taking darçana of Their Lordships Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi, Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopénätha 
(whose names were given by you), and Çré Çré Jagannätha, Baladeva, and Subhadrä, who were person-
ally installed by you.

The morning program, as established by you, with thirty to sixty devotees present, creates a sacred 
time that gives both spiritual nourishment and spiritual satisfaction.

During the Bhägavatam class we hear your translations and realizations, which are benecial for 
our heart.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.2.18–19 states:

 nañöa-präyeñv abhadreñu nityaà bhägavata-sevayä
 bhagavaty uttama-çloke bhaktir bhavati naiñöhiké

 tadä rajas-tamo-bhäväù käma-lobhädayaç ca ye
 ceta etair anäviddhaà sthitaà sattve prasédati

In your commentary on these verses at Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi 8.20, you state:

Considering the chaotic condition of human society, if one actually wants peace and tranquillity, 
one must take to the Kåñëa consciousness movement and engage always in bhägavata-dharma. 
Engagement in bhägavata-dharma dissipates all ignorance and passion, and when ignorance 
and passion are dissipated one is freed from greed and lust. When freed from greed and lust, 
one becomes brahminically qualied, and when a brahminically qualied person makes further 
advancement, he becomes situated on the Vaiñëava platform. It is only on this Vaiñëava platform 
that it is possible to awaken one’s dormant love of Godhead, and as soon as one does so, his life 
is successful.

On 16 June 1969 you wrote to Viçäla Prabhu and answered his question “How can I become a pure 
devotee?” In such a natural way, you said that 

. . . the answer to this is given in Bhagavad-gita. Krishna instructs Arjuna that the mahatma, the 
pure devotee, is he who has fully surrendered himself unto the spiritual nature. And how can 
we tell if one is completely surrendered unto the spiritual nature? He is always fully engaged 
in devotional service to Krishna. So this is the process of becoming a pure devotee. We have to 
engage all of our words, thoughts, and activities in Krishna Consciousness under the direction 
of the Spiritual Master. Therefore, at every moment you should be busy in some way in serving 
Krishna and His pure devotees, and automatically you will become puried in Krishna Conscious-
ness. Krishna is always willing to shower His mercy upon His devotees, so we have simply to 
become receptive to this mercy by devotional service, and then the path is very easy. I hope 
this will sufciently answer your question.

My heart is still full of false sentiments and bodily designations, but your example is so powerful and 
your supporting statements are so inspiring, encouraging, and intellectually fullling that I am impelled 
to try to follow the path of Kåñëa consciousness as laid out by you.

All glories to you, Çréla Prabhupäda, who are a pure devotee of Lord Kåñëa.

Your servant, 

Hådaya Caitanya Däsa
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Jayapatāka Swami
My dear spiritual father Çréla A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda,

Please accept my respectful obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!
When I offered to serve you life after life, you replied, “Why do you want me to come back again 

and again?” 
So then I said, “Well, if you do not want to take me back to Godhead, then I want to serve you here, 

life after life.” You smiled. 
On another occasion I said, “Çréla Prabhupäda, you are the most merciful and I am the most fall-

en—” 
You interrupted and said, “You are not the most anything.” 
In this way you are always giving your mercy in so many ways. I am very grateful that I had many 

personal exchanges like these with Your Divine Grace.
Now I am trying to follow the GBC, as your representative. They have asked me to stay here in Los 

Angeles to undergo treatment for my stroke. By the time of your Vyäsa-püjä celebration I will have been 
here over six months. Gradually I am recovering.

I am very happy—and I’m sure Your Divine Grace is also pleased—that the Temple of the Vedic 
Planetarium is underway thanks to the efforts of Ambaréña Prabhu and his team. 

This is the rst time I have been absent for so long from Mäyäpur, and it is the rst time I missed 
the parikramä. I am doing all this as a sacrice for your pleasure. I am feeling great separation from the 
holy dhäma. 

I was very pleased to hear that forty years ago here in Los Angeles the small Deities, Çré Çré Rukmiëé-
Dvärakänätha, ordered you to establish Kåñëa consciousness in India, which you subsequently did. This 
was told by Brahmänanda Prabhu. So somehow I am here in your Western headquarters, and although 
I am away from the world headquarters in Mäyäpur, I’m feeling connected to Your Divine Grace and I 
visit your temple every day. 

I hope that all the devotees take this opportunity of your Vyäsa-püjä to unite. As you famously said: 
The way to show our gratitude for all you have done for us is to cooperate in pushing on this movement. 
So, we are trying to cooperate, and we hope all the devotees will cooperate for Your Divine Grace’s 
pleasure. 

Many of my godbrothers have been phoning me. Somehow they have kept the tradition going in 
Mäyäpur in my absence. So I am very happy for that. I hope the Mäyäpur devotees will also be examples 
of how you have taught us to work together. I also trust that they will receive everyone nicely in Mäyäpur, 
the spiritual home for the worldwide preachers.

Since I have not been able to travel, I cannot visit my zone or the devotees and disciples in Asia, Latin 
America, and around the world. However, they tell me that they are dedicated to serving Your Divine 
Grace. Please have mercy on them.

Your Divine Grace has given us wonderful teachings. Now, staying here in the West for so long, I am 
seeing that it is very difcult to preach to the Westerners; they are very much immersed in their own 
tamas and rajas point of view, trying to be happy. So I am very appreciative of all the miracles you have 
performed in bringing the Western people to Kåñëa consciousness, and I am trying to encourage the 
devotees everywhere to engage in the preaching activities Your Divine Grace has inaugurated so that 
Lord Caitanya will be seen as the savior of the entire world for His gifts of spiritual vision and true love 
for Godhead.

Again and again I bow down to your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Your servant eternally,

Jayapatäka Swami
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Kavicandra Swami 
 oà ajïäna-timirändhasya jïänäïjana-çaläkayä
 cakñur unmélitaà yena tasmai çré-gurave namaù

I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my eyes with the torch of knowl-
edge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto him.

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda, who is 
very dear to Lord Kåñëa on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet. Our respectful obeisances 
are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Sarasvaté Gosvämé. You are kindly preaching the message 
of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are lled with impersonalism and 
voidism.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Thank you so much for allowing me to be in the association of your devotees. That is the only hope 

for those of us who are suffering in this material world.
Generally, yoga and meditation are considered quite difcult. As a sublime deliverer of Lord 

 Nityänanda’s causeless mercy, you have shown us the path back to Godhead and given a simple pro-
gram for traversing that path. It is so simple that sometimes we don’t believe in it.

You introduced kåñëa-kértana, playing the karatälas with a sublime one-two-threee beat. For many 
things you gave us the one-two-three or one-two-three-four formula:

For chanting the holy name:

 tåëäd api sunécena   taror iva sahiñëunä
 amäninä mänadena   kértanéyaù sadä hariù

“One should chant the holy name of the Lord in a humble state of mind, thinking oneself lower than the 
straw in the street. One should be more tolerant than a tree, devoid of all sense of false prestige, and 
ready to offer all respect to others. In such a state of mind one can chant the holy name of the Lord 
constantly.”

For sädhana: Chant sixteen rounds daily, follow the four regulative principles, read your books, 
worship the Deities.

For preaching outreach: Distribute your books, distribute the holy name, distribute prasädam.
There is also utsähän niçcayäd dhairyät—being enthusiastic, endeavoring with condence, being 

patient. Teaching us, you showed inconceivable patience. That is a most difcult quality to practice, 
and most important. Without patience we cannot train devotees, and we may lose our enthusiasm, 
expecting too much too fast.

There is also The Peace Formula: One who knows Kåñëa to be the ultimate beneciary of all sacrices 
and austerities, the Supreme Lord of all planets and demigods, and the benefactor and well-wisher of all 
living entities attains peace from the pangs of material miseries.

And for festivals: chant, dance, distribute prasädam.
And Lord Vämanadeva (Hari) took everything away from Bali Mahäräja with 1, 2, 3 steps.
Very simple—1, 2, 3—but not easy for our restless minds. Even sticking to the one-two-threee with 

the karatälas sometimes gets away from us. We think we need to do something fancy . . . 
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You gave us a lot of freedom as to how to do these things. That is a great challenge—innovation 
without deviation, individuality without independence.

You, perfectly following the example and instructions of your Guru Mahäräja, showed us a perfect 
example. It is a very high standard. I pray that I can open my heart and receive the mercy of Lord 
 Nityänanda and somehow act in some way for your pleasure.

Recently, while offering the cämara for your guru-püjä, I was thinking there were no ies to chase. 
Then I realized that there are many ylike fault-nders buzzing around your society. As senior members, 
we have to constantly endeavor to protect ourselves and all members from their inuence. By deeply 
studying and teaching your Bhaktivedanta purports, we can accomplish this. 

Thank you again and again. I know I can never repay you for what you have given me, but please 
allow me to continue trying by giving as much Kåñëa consciousness as I can to others.

Your aspiring servant,

Kavicandra Swami 

Madhusevita Dāsa
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda, who is 
very dear to Lord Kåñëa on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Sarasvaté Gosvämé. You are kindly 
preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are lled with 
impersonalism and voidism.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to your divine appearance 

day!
When the time comes to write the offering for your Vyäsa-püjä, one tries to nd something substantial 

and catchy to offer you, but, at least in my case, after your appearance day is gone those words stay in 
the Vyäsa-püjä book, and the tears and emotions manifested from hearing them are reabsorbed in the 
ordinariness of life.

Therefore I’ll try to say something that will accompany me for the rest of the year, something that 
will have a real and practical impact on our daily lives.

The most vivid remembrance I have of you is that of the most determined preacher and commander, 
unconcerned with praise and fully absorbed in pushing on Lord Caitanya’s mission.

Once when a devotee overdid it in throwing owers at your lotus feet and in glorication, you told 
him to do something practical and effective for the mission. A few books printed and distributed were 
for you more valuable than millions of owers and words offered.

You wanted us to follow your example and be sober and detached while working hard for Kåñëa in 
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ISKCON, while keeping at a distance self-complacency, affectedness, and self-deception. You issued us 
a true, direct, unmistakable call to offer our lives to this movement, making us understand that this is 
the most immediate way to become Kåñëa conscious and get out of this miserable material life.

You asked Giriräja Swami how ISKCON would go on without you, and he gave the answer that by 
remaining sincere, by chanting Hare Kåñëa and following the principles, we would be successful, but 
you said organization and intelligence, meaning that we should work together in a structured way with 
a single-minded goal: pleasing you and the predecessor äcäryas by pushing on this movement.

Therefore I will keep my life very simple: stay in ISKCON and work in ISKCON and for ISKCON 
only.

Please protect me so that the allurements of sense gratication, both gross and subtle, may not 
capture me, thereby making me an impersonalist offender or a foolish sentimentalist—in other words, 
a burden on your movement. Let my attitude toward you remain the same as when I rst met you and 
felt like a useless fool. The news that you were arriving in a few minutes had reached us in Mäyäpur, 
and so we all rushed to welcome you on Bhaktisiddhänta Road, singing and dancing. I had never met 
you before, so I was dancing like anything, and when we reached your car I started jumping up and 
down in anticipation, and . . . my dhoté fell off. You looked at me with gravity and disappointment when 
it happened, and I felt terribly foolish.

My simple prayer is that I may always feel that way in front of you (with the dhoté on), but at the 
same time that you somehow accept me. If you allow me to be absorbed in the service of your move-
ment, I am fully condent that one day I will obtain the shelter of your lotus feet.

Your shameless servant, 

Madhusevita Däsa
 

Mālatī Devī Dāsī
Dearest Çréla Prabhupäda, our most holy lord and master,

Please accept my humbly offered obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you, Çréla Prabhupäda! 
All glories to you!

O beloved master, you showered more mercy and compassion upon us, the misguided entities, then 
we ourselves could ever fathom. In a recently discovered unpublished letter to Hayagréva Prabhu, dated 
March 22, 1972, you wrote: 

I am now translating nightly, and each day Shyamasundar types the tape and Pradyumna is edit-
ing Sanskrit, so we shall be sending more and more material because you say that you can edit 
any amount we can supply, so I take that as a challenge and I shall try to see if you can keep up 
with me. [Isn’t this wonderful! Çréla Prabhupäda has entered the arena and challenged his own 
disciples to match him! (The emphasis is mine, here and below.)] Yes, you are correct to say 
that “It is all nectar,” everything having relation with Kåñëa or Lord Chaitanya is nectarine, and 
our literature in our line of Vaisnava acharyas is so nice that there is no comparison anywhere 
in the world for it, so I want that my disciples like you and others should take this task very 
seriously to give the world the access to this great treasure of Vaishnava literature by produc-
ing innumerable books and small booklets, and that the force of literary inuence will change 
everything and save the people from their miserable condition and corrupt status of life. [Another 
amazing proclamation! Beyond any doubt, we have been given the real weapons to effect change 
and the order to do so!]
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You write in the Caitanya-caritämåta, Antya 4.221, quoting your own Çréla Prabhupäda, Bhaktisiddhänta 
Sarasvaté Öhäkura, as follows: “The attitude of the karmés is always one of giving up the conclusion of pure 
Vaiñëava understanding. Because the karmés are very much attached to the world and material activities, 
they always try to establish atheistic principles that oppose the understanding of the Vaiñëavas.” Your 
Çréla Prabhupäda commented in his “Sixty-four Principles of Community” that it is the duty of authentic 
Vaiñëavas to disregard such distractions while pushing on Lord Caitanya’s saìkértana movement. In doing 
so, Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta writes, “We will undoubtedly disturb the inuences of Mäyä, which is necessary 
to success.” Not a statement for the fainthearted! This is a real example of compassionate communica-
tion! (Again the emphasis is mine.) 

Following your Guru Mahäräja, you conveyed the Absolute Truth in an uncompromising manner 
and handed ISKCON to us with great trust and hope that we would continue the paramparä lineage 
and deliver the unadulterated message of love of God to all unfortunate souls. You taught us the Vedic 
principles of sanätana-dharma to keep us on the path of transcendence. As such, we are dutybound to 
act with spiritual integrity on your behalf. Citing çästra, you emphasized that there is no other process 
as effective in this age as chanting Hare Kåñëa, yet we see how Mäyä is so bewildering that she can 
distract the mind of even a sincere practitioner toward insignicant, useless things, testing our strength 
and determination to remain committed to our faith, our vows, our loyalty, and our practices. We now 
observe compromise dressed in attractive roles pretending to be bhakti yet intent on its very destruc-
tion. You would often comment, “These things are going on.” 

To one young aspiring disciple you wrote, “To succeed, you must have enthusiasm, determination, 
and patience. Each one of these three things must be there. If any one is missing, you will nd the pro-
cess difcult.”

May we always remain prayerful in our endeavors to keep your ISKCON in the forefront of the saì-
kértana movement, thus always keeping your great contribution of loving compassion and mercy alive 
in the memory of the world at large in this Kali-yuga. Lord Kåñëa blessed us with your presence, which 
is without contamination. I pray for your continued guidance to remain enthusiastic, determined, and 
patiently xed in your service, life after life. May we always remain blessed to celebrate your appearance 
on this planet by offering you some substantial service to help you “push on this mission.”

Always desiring to remain situated at your lotus feet, 

Your fallen däsé, 

Mälaté Devé Däsé

Mukunda Goswami 
 

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

 
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
As a latent entertainer—a storyteller and jokester—I tend to be attracted to the headlines, the titles, 

the dictums, and the bumper stickers of the world. Stuck in my mind are your one-liners and memorable 
words and phrases. I’m also attached to the pithy responses you made to challenges to the Kåñëa con-
sciousness movement and philosophy.
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 Çréla Prabhupäda, you were the expert, calling surfers “sufferers” and doggish humans “dogs.” You 
made a clear distinction between Kåñëa devotees and the “family” of asses, dogs, cats, and rats.

 I know it’s against BBT policy to re-cycle Vyäsa-püjä offerings, but this year I’m going to com-
mit a small violation by borrowing a thin leaf from a Vyäsa-püjä offering I wrote in 2000. The passage 
reads, “Everyone is poet. Without being kavi [poet], one cannot become devotee. There are twenty-six 
qualications of a devotee. One of them is to become kavi.” Çréla Prabhupäda, you spoke this on March 
24, 1974, during a morning walk on Juhu Beach, in Mumbai.

 Also, in my 2000 offering I quoted an Englishman who once said that poetry speaks above a mortal 
mouth. In a sense, brief quotes and aphorisms are poetry—maybe not poetry that’s highly sophisticated 
or literary, but nonetheless poetry containing words that penetrate and make one think. And if they help 
one think of Kåñëa, they’re successful.

 You sometimes spoke of “cultural conquest,” an alliterative phrase you invented and which soon 
became part of ISKCON’s language. You established art departments because you wanted your books to 
contain the kind of visual stimulation that paintings can give to readers. Thus ne art, a type of poetry, 
became part of your cultural conquest.

 Turning to slam-dunk rejoinders, I remember that during a question-and-answer session after a Con-
way Hall lecture in London in 1969, a man in the audience stood and loudly suggested that you approach 
politicians in “your own country.” Your instant and thunderous reply to him was that “You are a great 
politician; therefore I have approached you.” At that, the man sat down defeated. Once someone asked 
you what your movement thought about health. “No one is healthy,” you replied. “Everyone is dying.” 
And once asked why the death rate in India was so high, you said, “It is the same everywhere: 100%.”

 Your apt phrases and sharp responses taught us how important it is “to think on our feet.” 
 And your occasional aggressive tactics showed us that holy men sometimes have to be hell-re 

men.
  

Your insignicant servant,

Mukunda Goswami 

Nirañjana Swami
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my prostrated obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine 
Grace!

I’ve recently found myself reecting on verses from your “Våndävana Bhajana,” written by you in 
1958, the year before you formerly accepted sannyäsa. Needless to say, I found every verse impregnated 
with deep meaning, as is every word that emanates from your lotus mouth. 

In this connection I am reminded about your answer to a question recorded in a passage I read just 
yesterday in a beautiful account of your transcendental léläs in Britain, authored by your beloved disciple 
Raëacora Däsa. These few words spoken by you in 1972 in response to a journalist’s query also made a 
deep impression on me, an impression whose full impact is still yet to be realized.

“Do you know everything?” one of them [the journalists] asked with a hint of sarcasm.  Prabhupäda 
took his time to answer.

“Yes. Perhaps it is true, since everything I say is from Kåñëa.”

Although the above conclusion is something I embraced long ago when I completed my rst reading 
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of your Bhagavad-gétä As It Is—which I did, as it so happened, the same year as this exchange with the 
journalist—and although I’ve heard you repeatedly say that you are always speaking Kåñëa’s words and 
not your own, for some reason hearing this combination together (“knowing everything” and “every-
thing I say is from Kåñëa”) had an impact on me and I began to more deeply contemplate our eternal 
connection.

You know everything because everything you say is from Kåñëa. And Kåñëa says, “I know everything 
that has happened in the past, all that is happening in the present, and all things that are yet to come. I 
also know all living entities.” You are therefore nondifferent from the all-pervading Supersoul, or as Çréla 
Vyäsadeva says to his spiritual master, Närada Muni:

My lord! Everything that is mysterious is known to you because you worship the creator and 
destroyer of the material world and the maintainer of the spiritual world, the original Personal-
ity of Godhead, who is transcendental to the three modes of material nature. . . . Like the air 
you can penetrate the internal region of everyone. As such, you are as good as the all-pervasive 
Supersoul.

My realization, therefore, is that even at this moment there is nothing about me unknown to you. I 
beg you to please allow me to always remember this, so that from this day on I will never act, speak, or 
think in a way which would displease you.

Although you know everything in my heart, unfortunately I cannot claim to fully comprehend all 
that lies in the depths of your heart. Along with these words I offer to you today, therefore, I also offer to 
you, once again, the rest of my life, hoping that this will help me to more fully realize the full depths of 
compassion, love, and deep attachment to Kåñëa’s service that lie within the core of your merciful heart. 
It is my desire to always act according to your desire. Please, therefore, “penetrate the internal region” 
of my heart and allow me to some day more fully realize the deepest meaning of every word spoken by 
you. Until then, I beg you to please accept what I can offer to you now.

Since a few stanzas from “Våndävana Bhajana” seem to be more xed in my memory than the whole 
composition, I’d like to reect on those lines and conclude with the reason why they mean so much to 
me:

I am sitting alone in Våndävana-dhäma.
In this mood I am getting many realizations.

There you were in Våndävana, sixty-two years of your life in this world having already passed, and 
already four years had passed since you left all of your family connections. Every Vaiñëava hankers to 
live in the holy dhäma and devote the remainder of his life to serving Kåñëa there. Våndävana, therefore, 
seemed to be the most natural place for you to pass the rest of your life, a life already replete with all 
realizations necessary for dedicating your mind, body, and words in full service to and remembrance 
of Kåñëa. Why would you leave?

Your answer:

I left the peaceful life in Våndävana to take on so much burden and anxiety for Kåñëa. [Çréla 
Prabhupäda, 1974]

Full service to and remembrance of Kåñëa, for you, meant giving Kåñëa to the world and to all of us. 

Always preach! From jéva’s door to door
Your life will be successful as a result of your preaching.

You left Våndävana to preach all over the whole world because that was the order you received from 
your spiritual master, an order apparently still unfullled at the time this was written.

Çré Dayita däsa prabhu gave this instruction
“Chant Hare Kåñëa loudly!” This is my initiation.



Śrī Vyāsa-pūjā 2010

30



Homages from the GBC

31

You made it clear that your connection (initiation) with your own spiritual master was only through 
serving his order—“Chant Hare Kåñëa loudly”—and “loudly,” for you, meant that Kåñëa’s name must 
be heard all over the world.

I am reminded of an event that took place in 1959, the same day you accepted sannyäsa. Many years 
later your beloved godbrother and friend Kåñëadäsa Bäbäjé Mahäräja related this story to a group of 
your disciples. He told them that during the yajïa his chanting distracted others also taking part in the 
yajïa. But Bäbäjé Mahäräja would always be chanting, no matter where he was. One Vaiñëava requested 
Bäbäjé Mahäräja to chant softer so that the mantras being chanted for the yajïa could be heard. You then 
turned to your dear godbrother and appealed to him, “Chant louder! Chant louder!” Bäbäjé Mahäräja 
told your disciples that it was right at that moment that he realized that you had such complete faith in 
the loud chanting of the holy name that you would surely be the one empowered to spread the glories 
of the holy name all over the world.

Come out of your cage, stop making objection;
Everything belongs to Çré Hari, and Çré Hari belongs to everyone.

While others in Våndävana were thinking that Kåñëa was only for them, you, seeing every living being 
as an eternal servant of Kåñëa and being empowered by the full mercy of Caitanya Mahäprabhu, were 
convinced that Kåñëa and His devotional service were for everyone. Or, as Kåñëadäsa Kaviräja Gosvämé 
proclaimed in the Caitanya-caritämåta (Ädi 9.29), “Not considering who asked for it and who did not, nor 
who was t and who unt to receive it, Caitanya Mahäprabhu distributed the fruit of devotional service.” 
You embodied exactly this same mood. 

Chant the Hare Kåñëa mantra loudly.
By the performance of such saìkértana there will come remembrance automatically.
Then there will be nirjana bhajana manifested in the heart spontaneously.

It is this conclusion, Çréla Prabhupäda, that inspires me with great hope. How will I ever truly enter 
Våndävana unless I have dedicated the rest of my life serving the same mission you left Våndävana to 
fulll?

In your Çrémad-Bhägavatam (4.28.51, purport) you have written:

In conclusion, if a disciple is very serious to execute the mission of the spiritual master, he im-
mediately associates with the Supreme Personality of Godhead by väëé or vapuù. This is the only 
secret of success in seeing the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Instead of being eager to see 
the Lord in some bush of Våndävana while at the same time engaging in sense gratication, if 
one instead sticks to the principle of following the words of the spiritual master, he will see the 
Supreme Lord without difculty. 

Similarly, Narottama Däsa Öhäkura writes in his Prärthanä:

gauräìga-guëete jhure,   nitya-lélä täre sphure,
se jana bhakati-adhikäré

gaura-prema-rasärëave,   çe taraìge jebä òube,
se rädhä-mädhava-antaraìga

That person who feelingly appreciates the movement of Lord Gauräìga gets the adhikära to 
enter into Rädhä-Kåñëa’s nitya-lélä. . . . Anyone who takes pleasure in sporting within the waves 
of the ocean of Lord Caitanya’s distribution of love of God immediately becomes a condential 
devotee of Çré Çré Rädhä-Mädhava.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda, your example, mercy, and compassion are my only hope for progress toward 
this goal in my life. Without them, I am a truly a very lost soul.
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Although I am unqualied to address you as such, I pray that you will some day accept me as

Your eternal servant,

Niraïjana Swami

Prabhavis.n.u Swami
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you!
You once said that your disciples’ love for you would be shown by how much they cooperated after 

your departure. This applies not only to your directly initiated disciples but to all the devotees in ISKCON, 
including present and future generations. In one sense this sounds like something that is quite doable, 
not so difcult. However, our assessment may change when we consider that it is Kali-yuga, the age of 
quarrel, and that the personality of Kali is very expert at sowing the seeds of dissension among living 
entities. Theoretically, at least, devotees should be able to rise above such conict by strictly follow-
ing the process of sädhana-bhakti. Unfortunately, however, some devotees sometimes adopt extreme 
positions on various issues, up to the extent of becoming completely inexible and unwilling to tolerate 
or consider any viewpoint other than their own. If such devotees have inuence over others, this can 
lead to great tension in devotee communities, so much so that it may cause some devotees to leave and 
newcomers to be discouraged, much to the detriment of all. 

As someone who is often called upon to try to settle differences among devotees, I can attest that 
it not an easy matter. Çréla Prabhupäda, you were expert in helping devotees reconcile their differences 
by a combination of your intense love for Kåñëa and his devotees; your absorption in chanting the 
holy names; your dedication to the instructions of your spiritual master, the previous äcäryas, and the 
Supreme Lord; your vast erudition; and your lifetime of experience with various aspects of this world. 
ISKCON was your child, and as a mother is fully dedicated to the upbringing of her offspring, so you too 
were fully dedicated to ensuring the survival and healthy growth of your society. Above all, you stressed 
the importance of attentive hearing and chanting, devoted worship of the Deities, and a strong mood of 
preaching, especially through book distribution, as the keys to ensuring the strength of ISKCON. 

However, your instruction to cooperate is also crucial. We have to act as a team because that will 
give strength to us all. Living and working together harmoniously are important ways to serve the Vai-
ñëavas and thus please you and Lord Kåñëa. Such cooperation will also give great protection against the 
attacks of Kali, who is unceasing in his efforts to try to destroy ISKCON.

On this auspicious day I pray to Your Divine Grace to please bless us all with the intelligence, deter-
mination, tolerance, exibility, and Kåñëa consciousness to overcome our differences and cooperate fully, 
as you desired, so that ISKCON may ourish and thus provide more and more devotees and conditioned 
souls with the chance to take shelter in your great society.

Your insignicant servant,

Prabhaviñëu Swami
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Rāmāi Swami
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

 diñöyä tvayänuçiñöo ’haà kåtaç cänugraho mahän
 apävåtaiù karëa-randhrair juñöä diñöyoçatér giraù

“I have fortunately been instructed by you, and thus great favor has been bestowed upon me. I thank 
God that I have listened with open ears to your pure words.”

Thank you, Çréla Prabhupäda, for continuing to inspire and enthuse us in spreading Kåñëa conscious-
ness throughout the world. 

You once said:

I am especially glad to note that everyone is feeling so much enthusiasm to work very hard in 
this preaching mission. That enthusiasm must be maintained under all circumstance. That is our 
price for entering into Kåñëa’s kingdom. And mäyä is always trying to take away our enthusiasm 
to serve Kåñëa, because without enthusiasm everything else is nished. [Letter to Dhanaïjaya, 
31 December 1972]

If we remember how tirelessly and enthusiastically you spread Kåñëa consciousness, we will be able 
to easily follow in your footsteps. However, you also said that to maintain this spirit one must strictly 
follow the regulative principles of the çästra. By your example you showed us how to do both:

Firm in your vow and of grateful mind,
To every creature gentle and kind,
Bounteous and holy, just and wise,
Devoid of envy to all men’s eyes,

A tranquil soul ne’er yielding to rage,
Venerable guru, transcendent sage,
The store of bliss, the living mine
Where brightest joys and virtues shine.

Good, resolute, and pure and strong,
You guard mankind from scathe and wrong.
Large are your eyes that sweetly shine
Majestic love—pure and divine.

In each enterprise you won success.
To this everyone must confess.
You came like Indra, strong and brave,
A guardian soul to help and save.

Pure and eloquent, glorious and bright,
A veritable master, a chief of might,

Unfathomed like the mighty deep,
Firm as Himälaya’s snowy steep.

“Preach,” you ordered, “and don’t be vain.
This will be difcult to maintain.
Please act nobly and choose to be
Obedient to Çré Kåñëa’s decree.”

The Mäyävädés you smote and slew;
Far away their nonsense you threw.
The ght was strong, in the end you won.
This is because you’re Çré Kåñëa’s son.

Grant, divine Prabhupäda, the boon I ask:
To always remain within your grasp.
How will I live but for your saving grace?
Please, Prabhupäda, lift up my face.

Your unworthy disciple

Rämäi Swami
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Ravīndra Svarūpa Dāsa
 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-svämin iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

Dear followers of Çréla Prabhupäda,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Çréla Prabhupäda.
When it became necessary for Çréla Prabhupäda’s rst disciples to learn to honor him properly with 

a praëäma mantra, none at the time were qualied to compose such a text. 
Çréla Prabhupäda was placed in the awkward position of coming up with a mantra himself. 
As a result, we were given Prabhupäda’s own representation of himself, the salient features of himself 

in a condensed word-picture, with which we would invoke his presence as we repeated that text many 
times each day. 

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

In this mantra, we offer obeisances to our Gurudeva, shortened in the text to  deva, which undergoes a 
grammatical change into deve for the appropriate case ending. The immediately preceding word names 
that Gurudeva as särasvata, again with the nal a changed to e, as with deva.

We too often hear this sung or recited incorrectly, with särasvate rendered sarasvaté, and even deve 
turned into devé, as though we were worshiping the goddess of learning instead of Çréla Prabhupäda. His 
Holiness Lokanäth Swami, in his helpful book on correct Sanskrit pronunciation (Saàskåtoccäraëam), 
makes this same point and quotes Çréla Prabhupäda in a lecture of August 10, 1971: “You should pronounce 
it särasvate, not sarasvaté. Sarasvaté is my spiritual master. So his disciple is särasvate.”

Särasvata is Çréla Prabhupäda’s patronymic. There is a rule in Sanskrit grammar for the formation 
of a patronymic or matronymic. Most languages have such names: in English, common surnames like 
Johnson or Erickson were originally patronymics. In Scotland, the prex Mac- or Mc- is the sign of a 
patronymic, as is Fitz- in Ireland. 

In Sanskrit, such a name is formed by 1) strengthening the vowel’s rst syllable, and 2) putting the 
ending into the a declension. (“Strengthening” means to add the value of ä to the vowel, so that å becomes 
är, i becomes ai, a becomes ä, and so on.) Thus Arjuna, son of Påthä, is simply Pärtha. By the same rule, 
the name Viñëu yields the name of Viñëu’s servant, Vaiñëava. (In this case, the i of the rst syllable is 
strengthened to ai, and the nal u in Viñëu become av, so that the required nal a can be added.)

Following the same rule, Çréla Prabhupäda denoted himself with the name Särasvata, the son or 
servant of Sarasvaté Öhäkura. 

In a mantra crafted just for us, his disciples, Çréla Prabhupäda reveals to us by this patronymic his 
own essential identity as a disciple. This fact—that Prabhupäda’s essential identity is constituted by 
a relativity, a relationship with another—is of highest theological import. This, indeed, is personalism. 
Prabhupäda teaches it by his very name as Särasvata. 

The name Vaiñëava conveys the same lesson, certainly a higher, more condential lesson than given 
in ahaà brahmäsmi. The Vaiñëava teaching is expressed succinctly by Caitanya Mahäprabhu: jévera 
‘svarüpa’ haya—kåñëera ‘nitya-däsa.’ The living entity is constituted, essentially and unchangeably, as 
the servant of Kåñëa. (And, therefore, as the servant of the servant . . . )

A Sanskrit word for servant is kiàkara, one who says kià, or “What?” As in, “What do you want me 
to do?” What did Sarasvaté Öhäkura want his Särasvata to do? It is given in the next name: gaura-väëé-
pracärin. To be one who broadcasts the teachings of Lord Gauräìga to others.

Here, then, we see that Prabhupäda has imbibed the essential nature, the life force itself, of his 



Homages from the GBC

35

spiritual master, and made it his own: an irrepressible and indefatigable drive to deliver the mercy of 
Caitanya Mahäprabhu to all others. Sarasvaté Öhäkura exemplied it, and so did his Särasvata disciple, 
who made the words from his guru’s mouth become one with his own heart: guru-mukha-padma-väkya, 
cittete koriyä aikya.

Here Prabhupäda, as our master, gives us the ultimate lesson of discipleship. Can we learn it as he 
had learned it?

Finally: Our Särasvata guru is nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-tärin. By broadcasting those teachings 
of Lord Gauräìga, he is delivering the Western land from the proponents of nihilism and impersonalism. 

In doing this, Çréla Prabhupäda has embraced the deep desire of Sarasvaté Öhäkura—to bring  
Gauräìga’s message to the West—and made it his own, and then carried it out. Sarasvaté Öhäkura 
expressed his urgent desire to many of his disciples, but among all of them, just one, virtually single-
handedly, carried it out. Therefore he is most of all deserving the accolade of the name Särasvata. And so 
we glorify him with it, and pray with all our hearts on this auspicious day that we may learn his lessons 
and become by his grace worthy inheritors of the same title in his service.

This is my prayer.

Begging to become the servant of the servants of Çréla Prabhupäda,

Ravéndra Svarüpa Däsa

Romapāda Swami
 oà ajïäna-timirändhasya jïänäïjana-çaläkayä
 cakñur unmélitaà yena tasmai çré-gurave namaù

 nama oà viñëu-pädäya kåñëa-preñöhäya bhü-tale
 çrémate bhaktivedänta-sväminn iti nämine

 namas te särasvate deve gaura-väëé-pracäriëe 
 nirviçeña-çünyavädi-päçcätya-deça-täriëe

 mükaà karoti väcälaà paìguà laìghayate girim
 yat-kåpä tam ahaà vande çré guruà dina-täraëam

My dear and most respected spiritual master and eternal father,
Please accept my most humble and respectful obeisances in the dust of your most merciful lotus 

feet! All glories to you, Çréla Prabhupäda!
Çré Vyäsa-püjä is a most blessed event. Without constraint, each of your ever-increasing thousands 

of ardent devoted servants and followers from around the world has the unfettered invitation to honor 
you to their heart’s content on this most sacred day! 

You are an ocean of all superexcellent Vaiñëava qualities, so vast in variety and volume that the 
thousands of devotees around the world who are gathered to glorify you on this Vyäsa-püjä day, singing 
your praises, are doing so without ever duplicating the same glorication!

We learn from “Çré Guru-vandanä” that the spiritual master is an ocean of mercy, karuëä-sindhu. Not 
just a drop, not even a shower, but an ocean of mercy! Your oceanic mercy is so vast that it knows no 
limits of time or space, without limit in transforming the lives of those of any culture or background or 
intellect or any worldly distinction. Your mercy knows no limits!

Here is but a tiny demonstration of this: Just within the past ten days I have met multiple persons—
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of vastly different cultures, from the entire spectrum of age, language, education, color, nationality, 
previous deep involvement in other religious traditions, etc.—in some cases via quite mystical, curious 
ways coming in contact with your devotees—who are nding your sublime teachings to be completely 
transforming within their lives, carrying them to a place of fresh meaning, deep inner solace, exuberant 
inspiration, and an inner feeling of complete safety, complete shelter. These diverse individuals each 
expressed their feeling of being “completely at home, at last”—at home with what I know is a gift you 
personally and most mercifully brought into the Western world and widely distributed at immense 
personal risk and effort.  

Once when Lord Kåñëa, the son of Devaké, surrounded by His cowherd friends and accompanied by 
His elder brother Balaräma, went a good distance away from Våndävana, herding the cows deep into the 
forest of Vraja, He noted the trees who were bowing down low, offering their respects and their service, 
laden with very fragrant owers and abundant ripened fruits. Lord Kåñëa remarked about the mood of 
the trees, how they were just like great elevated spiritual personalities, always in the mood to offer their 
services to all who came their way, without restriction. Lord Kåñëa said,

 etävaj janma-säphalyaà   dehinäm iha dehiñu
 präëair arthair dhiyä väcä   çreya-äcaraëaà sadä

“It is the duty of every living being to perform welfare activities for the benet of others with his life, 
wealth, intelligence, and words.” These four standards of service unto others, as given to the world by 
Lord Kåñëa, were perfectly exemplied by you, Çréla Prabhupäda. Not only did you serve the entire 
world’s population by providing your gifts of transcendental knowledge, the holy name, kåñëa- prasädam, 
festivals, and the whole range of standard devotional activity, but you were both a magnicent em-
powered distributor of this ocean of mercy as well as an incredible empower of others to assist you. 
Yadubara Prabhu’s recent tribute to your incredible quality of empowering others is via his “Following 
Çréla Prabhupäda” DVD series. Likewise, all of the wonderful biographies of your life offer this record of 
your capacity to empower others. 

Your quality as an unparalleled empowerer of others has been my primary meditation upon you of 
late, Çréla Prabhupäda. This quality is a natural leadership quality; as our founder-äcärya, you manifested 
this spiritual quality to an unlimited degree, and you will remain in that unique unequalled position for 
all generations to come.

I am eager, even greedy, to receive some portion of your unlimited mercy from your karuëä-sindhu 
reservoir so that I can assist you more effectively in offering your oceanic mercy to others. This can 
become possible only by your most merciful empowerment. 

I bow my head at your feet, Çréla Prabhupäda, begging to become your t messenger, your instru-
ment, your humble servant.

Begging to eternally remain your humble servant,

Romapäda Swami
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Śivarāma Swami
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. 
This year, along with a Vyäsa-püjä offering of words, I would like to offer one tangible result of our 

service here in Hungary. That result is but a spark of your own glory.
Last year, 2009, marked the twentieth year that ISKCON has been ofcially recognized as a religious 

organization in Hungary, where it is known as the Hungarian Society for Kåñëa’s Followers. In those 
twenty years your transcendental gifts to this country have dramatically changed the lives of thousands, 
including those in the highest echelons of society. Since you have done more for the Hungarian people 
than anyone else in terms of giving their lives both meaning and purpose, it was my desire that the 
Hungarian government present you with one of their ofcial decorations: The Gold Cross of Merit. This 
is the second highest civic decoration awarded in Hungary.

As it turns out, these decorations are unfortunately for Hungarian citizens only, and so I submitted 
the application in my name. But in all circumstances, and in all ways, I am your representative, and 
nothing more. Fortunately, while in Mäyäpur for the Gaura-pürëimä festival last year, I was informed by 
the Ofce of the President that by the sponsorship of the Ministry of Culture, Education, and Religion, I 
would be awarded the Gold Cross. That is to say, the Gold Cross would be awarded to you.

During our Diwali gala evening in October, the Hungarian State Secretary for Education was present 
to ofcially award the Gold Cross. In his presentation he listed the many benets the Hungarian people 
have received from the devotees: your transcendental books, the Hare Kåñëa mantra, spiritual culture, 
varëäçrama-dharma, Indian culture, Kåñëa Valley, Bhaktivedanta College, Govinda’s Restaurants, Food 
for Life . . . the list went on and on. It would make this offering too long to attach in full their words of ap-
preciation for Your Divine Grace. To make it short, we can simply report that the Hungarian government 
ofcially recognized that your gifts of Kåñëa consciousness are a signicant contribution to Hungarian 
society.

In my acceptance speech I made clear my original intention, explaining that I was accepting the Gold 
Cross on your behalf, for you are the one who should receive credit and gratitude, not I. In addition, I 
emphasized, and re-emphasized, that of the many items in the long list of our Society’s contributions to 
the Hungarian people, the most important contribution is your books.

Dear Çréla Prabhupäda! Although I have already pinned the medal on your mürti, let me ofcially 
make this offering to you on the occasion of your Vyäsa-püjä. After all, disciples are meant to offer more 
than words and owers. I sincerely wish I could be placing these items personally into your lotus hands. 
Instead I attach a photo of the Gold Cross, and the ofcial documentation accompanying it. For the time 
being I will keep these gifts safely in my care. When next we meet, and you request me to deliver a 
preaching report, then I will happily offer them to you in person.

Çivaräma Swami

Item courtesy of
Çivaräma Swami
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Tamohara Dāsa
Dear Çréla Prabhupäda,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet.
At ISKCON Alachua, we are installing the beautiful Deities of Çré Çré Kåñëa-Balaräma. We are doing 

this as an offering to you, knowing your desire to establish the worship of Kåñëa in his arcä-vigraha 
form throughout the world. We also realize that our worship of the Supreme Person is accepted by Him 
through the medium of the spiritual master. It is actually your devotion to Kåñëa that is being accepted, 
and by our great fortune you are allowing us to assist you in your service. So while we are praying for 
the Deities to appear on the altar, we realize that it is by your mercy and grace that Kåñëa and Balaräma 
will choose to come and accept our small service.

This meditation on Lord Balaräma also reminds us that Balaräma, in His form of Lord Nityänanda, 
is considered the original spiritual master. Indeed, the spiritual master is considered no less than the 
representative of Lord Balaräma and Lord Nityänanda. In the second chapter of Kåñëa book you write, 

Therefore Lord Nityänanda Prabhu, who is also the incarnation of Balaräma, is the original spiri-
tual master. And the spiritual master is the representative of Balaräma, the form of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead who supplies spiritual strength. In the Caitanya-caritämåta it is conrmed 
that the spiritual master is the manifestation of the mercy of Kåñëa.

Thus we can understand that you, Çréla Prabhupäda, are supplying all spiritual strength because 
you are the medium through which Kåñëa’s mercy descends to us. That same mercy, freely given to the 
world by Lord Caitanya and Lord Nityänanda, is now being distributed by you to the fallen souls of this 
material world. As one of the most fallen of those fallen souls, I am truly dependent upon your mercy, 
and without it I would have no claim to the slightest spiritual qualities or understanding. 

It is our good fortune that the spiritual strength bestowed by Lord Balaräma is manifested by you 
in fullness. We can recall your rm determination to preach the message of Kåñëa consciousness, your 
absolute conviction of the spiritual truth, and your unagging determination to push forth this ISKCON 
movement against all odds. Your strength gave us our strength. In your presence, there was no fear, no 
question, and no hesitation. 

In the years since your physical departure from this world, we have sometimes wondered whether 
we can go on with this same strength, conviction, and determination. Sometimes the road seems more 
difcult and the obstacles seem higher and wider. It is at those times that we have no recourse other 
than to take shelter of you. By remembering your instructions to us, recalling your conviction to preach 
unceasingly, and opening our hearts to the mercy you still extend to us all, we will receive that same 
strength. In our times of difculty or doubt, we need look no further than your lotus feet, your instruc-
tions, and service to you. We need only approach you in the mood of sincere prayer, and then there will 
be no doubt that all spiritual benedictions will come. By our service and prayer to you we will experience 
the strength and mercy of Lord Balaräma manifesting through His most condential representative—
you, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Your eternal servant,

Tamohara Däsa




