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Accra

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

The Divine Passenger on the Jaladuta

Boarding the Jaladuta steamship in Calcutta in 1965,

You carried the divine message of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu westward.
Suffering several heart attacks on the way,

You remained undaunted.

To execute the divine orders of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura,
You accepted so many difficulties on your sea journey.

Arriving in the concrete jungle of New York City,

Where more difficulties awaited you,

You chanted in Tompkins Square Park and attracted the materially exhausted hippies.
Taking them back to your humble residence, you taught them the science of bhakti-yoga.
From a fallen population you slowly but surely created many stalwart Vaisnavas,

Who helped you spread the Lord’s mission across the globe.

Today, ISKCON is a great spiritual movement.

Its numerous temples, schools, restaurants, farms, members, and books

Are available in every nook and corner of this troubled world.

Offering spiritual knowledge, solace, and hope to a spiritually bankrupt world,
ISKCON is a result of the singular efforts of the divine passenger on the Jaladuta.

All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada, the divine messenger of the Lord,
Who became the divine passenger on the Jaladuta just to save the world from gross ignorance.

Srila Prabhupada’s servants at ISKCON’s temple in Accra, Ghana.

(written by Srivasa Dasa)
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Adelaide

om ajiana-timirandhasya jianafjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitarh yena tasmai Sri-gurave namah

“I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my eyes with the torch of knowledge. I
offer my respectful obeisances unto him.”

Dear Srila Prabhupada,
Please accept our most humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!
And all glories to Sri Sri Radha-Syamasundara, the principal Deities here in Adelaide, Australia.

ei kali-kale ara nahi kona dharma
vaisnava, vaisnava-$astra, ei kahe marma

“In this Age of Kali there are no genuine religious principles other than those established by Vaisnava
devotees and the Vaisnava scriptures. This is the sum and substance of everything.” (Caitanya-caritamrta,
Madhya-lila 9.362)

You have made countless contributions to this world, but the most valuable of all is the presentation of
the Vedic knowledge to everyone in a simple and palatable manner, without any compromise of its essential
teachings. You used simple analogies to explain complex philosophical truths—analogies that were accepted
with delight. Your teachings are now available in all the major languages of the world (and many minor ones
as well), and as a result many people from the USA to Russia, Canada to China, and Africa to India have
seriously taken up the process of Krsna consciousness.

At the recent ISKCON Leadership Sanga held in Mayapur, delegates from the far corners of the earth
received practical assistance in spreading Krsna consciousness in their home countries. We are confident that
if you had been physically present you would have been most pleased to see the participation, enthusiasm, and
various efforts undertaken by your disciples and granddisciples to spread your message, as you had predicted.

Srila Prabhupada, on this blessed day of your appearance, the devotees here in Adelaide would like to
pledge our solidarity once again at your lotus feet. We have moved from a very negative situation of huge
debts to a positive one of even buying a property next-door to the temple. As you envisaged, we also had our
first Ratha-yatra festival on Australia Day, and it was well received. Though we have made a lot of strides,
we are still faced with many challenges. You said, “The more progress is made in devotional service under the
guidance of the bhagavatas, the more one becomes fixed in the transcendental loving service of the Lord”
Sorry to say, but we are still fixed in our own ways. We hope you will shower mercy upon us so that we can
reform and live up to your expectations.

We beg to remain

Your servants at the Sri Sri Radha-Syamasundara temple in Adelaide, Australia.

(written by Adi Purusa Krsna Dasa)
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Ahmedabad

Dearest Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept millions of our obeisances at your lotus feet.

Blessed by your eternal spiritual master, His Divine Grace Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami, and Sri
Sri Gaura-Nityananda, Sri Sri Radha-Govinda, and Their associates, you are the most empowered personal-
ity who appeared in this world to spread the sankirtana movement. This is proved by Sri Vallabha Bhatta’s
words recorded in the Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya 7.11-12), along with your purport:

kali-kalera dharma—krsna-nama-sankirtana
krsna-sakti vina nahe tara pravartana

“The fundamental religious system in the Age of Kali is the chanting of the holy name of Krsna.
Unless empowered by Krsna, one cannot propagate the sankirtana movement.

taha pravartaila tumi,—ei ta ‘pramana’
krsna-sakti dhara tumi,—ithe nahi ana

“You have spread the sankirtana movement of Krsna consciousness. Therefore it is evident that You
have been empowered by Lord Krsna. There is no question about it.”

[Purport:] Sri Madhvacarya has brought our attention to this quotation from the Narayana-sarhita:

dvapariyair janair visnuh paficaratrais tu kevalaih
kalau tu nama-matrena piijyate bhagavan harih

“In the Dvapara-yuga one could satisfy Krsna or Visnu only by worshiping opulently according to the
paicaratriki system, but in the Age of Kali one can satisfy and worship the Supreme Personality of
Godhead Hari simply by chanting His holy name.” Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura explains
thatunless oneisdirectly empowered by the causeless mercy of Krsna, one cannot become the spiritual
master of the entire world (jagad-guru). One cannot become an dcarya simply by mental speculation.
The true acarya presents Krsna to everyone by preaching the holy name of the Lord throughout
the world. Thus the conditioned souls, purified by chanting the holy name, are liberated from the
blazing fire of material existence. In this way, spiritual benefit grows increasingly full, like the waxing
moon in the sky. The true acarya, the spiritual master of the entire world, must be considered an
incarnation of Krsna’s mercy. Indeed, he is personally embracing Krsna. He is therefore the spiritual
master of all the varnas (brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya and siidra) and all the asramas (brahmacarya,
grhastha, vanaprastha and sannydsa). Since he is understood to be the most advanced devotee, he
is called paramahamsa-thakura. Thakura is a title of honor offered to the paramaharmsa. Therefore
one who acts as an acdarya, directly presenting Lord Krsna by spreading His name and fame, is also
to be called paramahamsa-thakura.

Indeed, you are the paramahamsa-thakura who is described in the above purport.
Even academic scholars like Drs. Harvey Cox, Stillson Judah, and A. L. Basham recognized that your
contribution to the world was on a par with that of former great religious teachers like the Buddha and Jesus

Christ.

Your spiritual status is clearly demonstrated by the following pastime Lord Caitanya enacted with Sanatana

113



SRI

Gosvami, as told in Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-lila, chapter 4.

Sanatana Gosvami walked alone on the path through the Jharikhanda Forest in central India.
Sometimes he fasted, and sometimes he would eat. Because of bad water in the Jharikhanda Forest
and because of fasting, Sanatana Gosvami contracted a disease that made his body itch. Thus he was
afflicted with itching sores from which fluid oozed. In disappointment, Sanatana Gosvami considered,
“I'am of a low caste, and my body is useless for devotional service.” [Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya 4.4—6)

Sanatana felt that because of his low birth he wouldn’t be able to enter the temple to see Lord Jagan-
natha, and that he would only rarely be able to see Lord Caitanya. He was afraid of going near the temple and
risking touching the brahmanas who worship the Deity and thus offending them. So he considered as follows:

“Therefore if I sacrifice this body in a good place, my unhappiness will be mitigated and [ shall
attain an exalted destination. During the Ratha-yatra festival, when Lord Jagannatha comes out
of the temple, I shall give up this body under the wheel of His car. After seeing Lord Jagannitha, I
shall give up my body under the wheel of the car in the presence of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. This
will be the highest benediction of my life.” Having made this resolution, Sanatana Gosvami went to
Nilacala, where he asked directions from people and approached the residence of Haridasa Thakura.
[Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya 4.10-13]

Every day Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu would visit Srila Sanatana Gosvami and Srila Haridasa Thaku-
ra and forcibly embrace Sanitana, and the liquid oozing from Sanatana’s itching sores would touch Lord
Caitanya’s transcendental body. Though the Lord wouldn’t mind, Sanatana was horrified and became even
more determined to end his life.

But Lord Caitanya, being the Supersoul, knew of Sanatana’s plan. So one day He spoke to him as follows:

“My dear Sanitana, if I could attain Krsna by committing suicide, I would certainly give up millions
of bodies without a moment’s hesitation. You should know that one cannot attain Krsna simply by
giving up the body. Krsna is attainable by devotional service. There is no other means for attaining
Him. Acts such as suicide are influenced by the mode of ignorance, and in ignorance and passion
one cannot understand who Krsna is.” [Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya 4.55-57]

From these statements Sanatana could understand that the Lord knew his mind. Then, after hearing
the glories of the ninefold practice of devotional service and especially of chanting the holy name, Sanatana

spoke to the Lord, and the following exchange ensued (Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya 4.75-91):

“I am lowborn. Indeed, I am the lowest. I am condemned, for I have all the characteristics of a sinful
man. If You keep me alive, what will be the profit?”

prabhu kahe,— “tomara deha mora nija-dhana
tumi more kariyacha atmasamarpana

Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu said, “Your body is My property. You have already surrendered unto
Me. Therefore you no longer have any claim to your body.

parera dravya tumi kene caha vinasite?
dharmadharma vicara kiba na para karite?

“Why should you want to destroy another’s property? Can’t you consider what is right and wrong?
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tomara Sarira—mora pradhana ‘sadhana’
e Sarire sadhimu ami bahu prayojana

“Your body is My principal instrument for executing many necessary functions. By your body I shall
carry out many tasks.

bhakta-bhakti-krsnaprema-tattvera nirdhara
vaisnavera krtya, ara vaisnava-acara

“You shall have to ascertain the basic principles of a devotee, devotional service, love of Godhead,
Vaisnava duties, and Vaisnava characteristics.

krsna-bhakti, krsnaprema-seva-pravartana
lupta-tirtha-uddhara, ara vairagya-siksana

“You will also have to explain Krsna’s devotional service, establish centers for cultivation of love
of Krsna, excavate lost places of pilgrimage, and teach people how to adopt the renounced order.

nija-priya-sthana mora—mathura-vrndavana
tahan eta dharma cahi karite pracarana

“Mathura-Vrndavana is My own very dear abode. I want to do many things there to preach Krsna
consciousness.

matdara ajidya ami vasi nilacale
tahan ‘dharma’ sikhaite nahi nija-bale

“By the order of My mother I am sitting here in Jagannatha Purf; therefore, I cannot go to Mathura-
Vrndavana to teach people how to live there according to religious principles.

eta saba karma ami ye-dehe karimu
taha chadite caha tumi, kemane sahimu?”

“I have to do all this work through your body, but you want to give it up. How can I tolerate this?”

tabe sanatana kahe,— “tomake namaskare
tomara gambhira hrdaya ke bujhite pare?

At that time Sanatana Gosvami said to Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, “I offer my respectful obeisances
unto You. No one can understand the deep ideas You plan within Your heart.

kasthera putali yena kuhake nacaya
apane na jane, putali kiba nace gaya!

“A wooden doll chants and dances according to the direction of a magician but does not know how
he is dancing and singing.

yare yaiche nacao, se taiche kare nartane
kaiche nace, keba nacaya, seha nahi jane”
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“My dear Lord, as You cause one to dance, he dances accordingly, but how he dances and who is
causing him to dance he does not know.”

haridase kahe prabhu,— “suna, haridasa
parera dravya inho cahena karite vinasa

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu then said to Haridasa Thakura, “My dear Haridasa, please hear Me. This
gentleman wants to destroy another’s property.

parera sthapya dravya keha na khaya, vilaya
nisedhiha inhare,—yena na kare anyaya”

“One who is entrusted with another’s property does not distribute it or use it for his own purposes.
Therefore, tell him not to do such an unlawful thing.”

haridasa kahe,— “mithya abhimana kari
tomara gambhira hrdaya bujhite na pari

Haridasa Thakura replied, “We are falsely proud of our capabilities. Actually we cannot understand
Your deep intentions.

kon kon karya tumi kara kon dvare
tumi na janaile keha janite na pare

“Unless You inform us, we cannot understand what Your purpose is or what You want to do through
whom.

etadrsa tumi inhare kariyacha angikara
eta saubhagya than na haya kahara”

“My dear Sir, since You, a great personality, have accepted Sanatana Gosvamli, he is greatly fortunate;
no one can be as fortunate as he.”

This account illustrates that when a devotee achieves something great in the field of spreading Krsna
consciousness, the devotee must have acted as a cent percent instrument in the hands of the Lord. The Lord
then considers the devotee’s body to be His own. Srila Prabhupada, You performed extraordinary activities
that the Lord wanted done. As Lord Caitanya said, prthivite ache yata nagaradi grama/ sarvatra pracara haibe
mora nama: “My name will spread to every town and village on the earth.” Lord Caitanya fulfilled this most
ambitious desire through your body, which He considers His own. Therefore we humbly believe that every
word you wrote or said was dictated to you by the Lord. All your words are absolute. Some things we may not
understand, but faith in your words is our only means for real success in our life.

guru-mukha-padma-vakya, cittete koriya aikya,
ar na koriho mane asa
Sri-guru-carane rati, ei se uttama-gati,
je prasade piire sarva asa

“Make the teachings emanating from the lotus mouth of our spiritual master one with your heart, and do not

desire anything else. Attachment to his lotus feet is the best way to make spiritual advancement. His mercy
fulfills all desires for spiritual perfection.”
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And yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado/ yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto ’pi: Your favor brings Krsna’s mercy,
and your slight displeasure brings disaster. As you said, punar miisiko bhava: Without your pleasure, we will
again become mice.

Kali-yuga is expanding day by day. The situation is worsening every day. If we don’t get out of this situ-
ation, we will have to take another birth in this Kali-yuga. So we pray to you to give us shelter at your lotus
feet. Ha ha prabhu koro doya, deho more pada-chaya; jogyata-vicare, kichu nahi pai, tomara karuna-saraf karuna
na hoile, kandiya kandiya, prana na rakhibo ara. We have no good qualities; we are simply made of your mercy.
If we don’t get your mercy, we will cry and cry and give up our life.

Begging to remain at your lotus feet, we remain

Your servants at ISKCON Ahmedabad, India.

Allahabad

Srila Prabhupada, You Are an Exception

All the swamis who before went westward

Praised the hedonism, increasing their misconception.
It was only you who showed Krsna afterward.

Srila Prabhupada, you are an exception.

The sadhus in India parade on elephants,

Smoking gafija without restriction.

You preached pure devotion, saying “No intoxicants!”
Srila Prabhupada, you are an exception.

The so-called sannyasis are lusty in ripe old age.
Following Ravana, they simply cause destruction.
You trained the youth to get out of the sexual cage.
Srila Prabhupada, you are an exception.

Your godbrothers tried but utterly failed

To revolutionize the Western world’s atheistic notion.

With faith in Krsna’s name, you succeeded when you sailed.
Srila Prabhupada, you are an exception.

The order of your master you took to heart
And, like Hanuman, crossed the ocean.
Now Lanka is burning due to your love dart.
Srila Prabhupada, you are an exception.
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Puffed up by money, erudition, and following,
Neophytes fall to the illusory attraction.
Always humble despite of all the knowing,
Srila Prabhupada, you are an exception.

“Eat, drink, and be merry”

Is the world’s motto of sense gratification.

You say “austerity” to stop the transmigratory ferry.
Srila Prabhupada, you are an exception.

When wayward disciples are a trouble,
Causing a disturbance to devotion,

You are expert in clearing the rubble.
Srila Prabhupada, you are an exception.

The modes of nature bind one and all,
Making them dance to their direction,
But they can never make you fall.

Srila Prabhupada, you are an exception.

We beg to always remain

Your servants at ISKCON Allahabad, India.

(written by Syamananda Dasa Brahmacari)

Amravati

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most respectful and humble prostrated obeisances at your divine lotus feet on this 118th
anniversary of your most auspicious appearance day.

Although every moment is meant for your glorification, today is a special day to express our gratitude to
you by remembering what we have received from you.

You appeared as a jewel in 1896, O Prabhupada,
Showering benedictions on fallen souls at large . . .

You gave the holy name to deliver us from Maya’s tyranny,
Pouring on us the eternal transcendental epiphany . . .

Spreading Vedic knowledge through your powerful publications,
You have blessed all souls with scriptures so magnificent . . .

You gave us all the pious Vaisnav association,
Which has uplifted fallen spirits engulfed in depression . . .
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O Prabhupada! You have sheltered us in temples, divine destinations,
Where one can experience transcendental bliss without hesitation . . .

You have given us the shelter of a Vaisnav family so extended,
Where the whole world can live a life totally contented . . .

You delivered the West from the harshest cacophony
By manifesting many dhamas where souls can live in harmony . . .

You gave wandering souls what they needed for times unknown:
The real relationship that we have with Lord Krsna alone.

Devotees all over the world have started preparing for the grand golden jubilee celebration of ISKCON
in 2016. For more than a year a constant discussion has been going on about the plans and strategies for
creating more and more awareness of your unique contribution to the world.

Out of your causeless mercy you tolerated so many difficult situations, but at the same time you showed
human society at large that Krsna consciousness is the practical means for solving all problems. Gradually
humanity will discover this most precious jewel that you gave to the world. Human society owes an eternal
debt to you, Srila Prabhupada, and everybody will acknowledge this very soon.

We followers of yours acknowledge that eternal debt, and understand that we can never repay it. Still,
one when a disciple of yours asked how your followers could become free from this eternal debt, you answered,
“Do as I am dong.” In other words, take up the preaching mission as our life and soul. So, keeping these words
in mind, and recognizing that there is so much to do, we can only paraphrase the famous American poet
Robert Frost: “We have many promises to keep, and many miles to go before we sleep.”

And paraphrasing Sri Vallabha Bhatta’s famous statement from the Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya 7.11):
prabhupada-sakti vina nahe tara pravartana: “Without being empowered by you, Srila Prabhupada, we have
no hope of accomplishing anything at all.”

In conclusion, please kindly accept this humble prayer: Dear Srila Prabhupada, please bless us so that
unitedly and sincerely we can all follow your instructions concerning intense chanting of the holy name,
in-depth study of sastras, Deity worship, and service to devotees so that we can become your humble instru-
ments in spreading Krsna consciousness near and far.

Your eternal servants at ISKCON Amravati, Maharashtra, India.

(prose written by Ananta Sesa Dasa, poem by Priyadarsani Dasi)

Austin

My dear most exalted Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances in the sacred dust of your lotus feet.

Somehow or other, by the causeless mercy of Lord Sri Krsna and you, my beloved spiritual master, I got
the opportunity to surrender my life unto you and your most glorious Krsna consciousness movement. Serv-
ing in your movement has not always been easy, Srila Prabhupada. I have faced many struggles over the years
since I joined your movement in 1978. But I know one thing for sure, Srila Prabhupada: whatever difficulties
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I have faced have all been endured for your pleasure and satisfaction. They have not been for my material
sense gratification. Therefore they are all transcendental. In this connection I recall your saying that there
is nothing at all intolerable in this Krsna consciousness movement, but even if we think something is intoler-
able, we must still tolerate it and not go away.

So, Srila Prabhupada, as your fully surrendered servant [ am carrying on in my service to you under all
circumstances, both the tolerable and the seemingly intolerable, and I am begging your causeless mercy upon
this useless fallen soul so that I may never give up your service for all of eternity.

Your lowly servants at ISKCON Austin, Texas, USA.

(written by Visnupriya Devi Dasi)

Baltimore

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

We often hear that your books are the basis. A question arises: What are your books the basis of? As we
reflect on this question, we find that they are the basis of everything desirable and valuable in our lives. As
we embark on the project of building a new temple and growing our community, we are realizing that the task
requires so many elements to come together—knowledge, unity, relationships, clarity, inspiration, organiza-
tion, funds, progress, and much more. At first glance the project looks daunting, but on deeper reflection
we find that you've already given us the solution to the difficulties facing us.

To illustrate the point that the best way to serve society is by serving Krsna, you often used the analogy
that the best way to nourish a tree is by watering its roots. Similarly, we believe that simply by keeping your
books in the center—by reading them regularly and applying the knowledge to the best of our ability, and
by sharing them with others— everything we need to build our new temple and community will become
manifest by your mercy. To this end we started a reading program on the first day of this year. More than
twenty-five devotees came together and read from your Srimad-Bhagavatam and shared realizations. This
reading inspired everyone so much that we all took a vow to read a certain number of pages from your books
every day. The word spread quickly, and now our combined vows have us reading over 370 pages per day. That
amounts to 135,000 pages per year. Devotees who are reading are feeling rooted in their Krsna consciousness,
and consequently they are feeling more enthusiasm in their chanting and their services. To signify that our
temple is built on the foundation of your books, we plan to put the names of those devotees who have taken
vows to read every day in the foundation of our new temple.

We pray at your lotus feet that as we progress, as we see the community grow, we may never forget each
individual, that as the new temple becomes manifest we may never forget the substance, that as we strive for
bigger goals we may never forget our smallness, that as we taste the fruits of your mercy we may never forget
the cause, and that rather than striving for big things with small love we may always strive for big love in
small things, as you taught by your personal example.
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At Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.9.24 Lord Brahma prays, ma ririsista nigamasya giram visargah: “I pray that in
the course of my activities I may not be deviated from the vibration of the Vedic hymns.” We similarly pray
at your lotus feet that as we embark on many exciting projects we may never be deviated from your books.

Srila Prabhupada, you are an ocean of mercy. That is a fact, for you liberated thousands of people with
your personal association (vapuh) and are liberating millions more through your books (vant). We devotees at
New Kulina-grama dhama, in Baltimore, are experiencing that fact when we go out to distribute your books
and hear the realizations of all sorts of people. Dear Srila Prabhupada, on your Vyasa-pija day please bless
us that we will always serve your lotus feet with unflinching devotion and faith.

Your servants at ISKCON Baltimore, Maryland, USA.

Bangkok

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Although Your Divine Grace never visited Bangkok, you did have a plan to come here. At the last mo-
ment the plan was changed, and instead you wrote a message to the people of Bangkok.

You understood the mentality of the Thai people, especially their love for deities of all descriptions,
and therefore you advised us not to be too eager to install Deities here but to make sure that the people first
understand the philosophy. Keeping these instructions in our hearts, we are making all efforts to distribute
your books and present your teachings throughout Thailand.

Last year we had the good fortune to host a group of Russian devotees who did wonderful harinama-
sankirtana in all the public places of Bangkok. We also held a conference on environmental pollution and
presented the Vedic perspective. We are in the process of establishing regular classes for students in two of the
leading universities here, and we hope that in the coming year we can distribute larger quantities of prasadam.

We have many things still to do before we can claim that we have introduced Krsna consciousness to Thai-
land. We have managed to bring out your Bhagavad-gita and Krsna book in Thai, but we have not yet printed
a single volume of Srimad-Bhagavatam. We have established a small restaurant for distribution of prasadam,
but Bangkok is a city of over ten million, and there is a great need for us to expand on our present endeavor.

We have regular morning and evening programs, celebrate all the major festivals, and strictly observe
Ekadasis. The devotees here are steady in their services and work together enthusiastically. Although they
have full-time jobs, they still manage to join our Sunday sankirtana and book distribution. We have a grand
Ratha-yatra festival every year, and devotees come from all over the country take part. At the present time
Bangkok is not a peaceful city, but our devotees have gained a reputation for bringing a message of peace.

In this way we are trying to establish your mission in a land that is almost totally Buddhist. Please give
us some intelligence so that we may serve you as you would like to be served.

We pray that on this auspicious anniversary of your appearance in this world we may be pure in our ef-
forts and remain faithful to your instructions.

Please give us shelter at your lotus feet eternally.

Your unworthy servants in Bangkok, Thailand.
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Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you, Srila Prabhupada!

The very first place you arrived in America was Boston. The Deities of Sri Sri Radha-Gopivallabha were
directly installed by your lotus hands. You stayed at the temple on North Beacon Street even though the
facility wasn’t fit for a pure devotee. When a devotee living outside paid for a suite at an expensive hotel, you
refused to go, saying the hotel was in the mode of ignorance and the temple was transcendental. You stayed
at the temple with the devotees and set a perfect example. Before you came to Boston the devotees did some
last-minute painting, and you pointed out that a paint tray with a brush was left outside and should have
been properly cleaned and put away. You were always conscious of your surroundings and of not wasting
Krsna’s energy. Once you mentioned that if a person slept in a barn he should know how many rafters there
were in that barn. In this way you taught us that to be Krsna conscious means to be conscious of everything,
although you also said, “We can forget everything else, but we should never forget Krsna.”

Your whole life was an example for your followers to follow. We can learn from every little thing you
ever did or said. Please help us, your Boston devotees, become more Krsna conscious and increase Krsna
consciousness in the first city in America to be graced by the touch of your divine lotus feet as you began
your mission of spreading Krsna consciousness all around the world.

Hare Krsnal!

Your servants at ISKCON Boston, Massachusetts, USA.

(written by Pyari Mohan Dasa)

Botswana

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Please accept our humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to you on this most auspi-
cious day of your appearance!

On this day we have the opportunity to reflect on all the amazing things you have accomplished. Your
hard work goes on through all your amazing disciples who have dedicated their lives to your service. This is
possible only because you are a pure and empowered personality.

By the mercy of Your Divine Grace, ISKCON Botswana has gone from strength to strength. Since
we opened the new purpose-built temple for Their Lordships Sri Sri Krsna-Balarama, a wide range of new
preaching opportunities has opened up.
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We welcome the students from at least two schools every month, who visit as part of their religious stud-
ies curriculum. They are given a tour of the temple, a concise presentation of our philosophy, darsana of our
Deities, and some prasadam to take with them. These visits are proving very popular, and more and more
schools are approaching us.

We have several local outreach programs, including regularly inviting our neighbors for prasadam and
going out on harinama in the neighborhood. These have been very successful. We have a regular Sunday
Feast program, like the one you started, and we recently began a Bala Gopal group for our younger members.

We also hold a very successful Food Festival twice a year. While prasadam is the main attraction, we have
a book stall and gift shop as well, and in this way we appeal to a wide range of people.

All these activities are due only to your mercy and kindness.

he guro jiana-da dina-bandho
svananda-datah karunaika-sindho
vrndavandsina hitavatara
prasida radha-pranaya-pracara

“O spiritual master, O giver of divine wisdom, O friend of the fallen, you are the giver of your own bliss and
are the only ocean of mercy. Although dwelling in Vrndavana, you have descended for the welfare of fallen
souls like me and are preaching the divine love of Radha for Krsna. Please be kind upon me.”

Without your mercy we would be in total ignorance and would waste this most precious human life.
“Thank you” is inadequate for all you have given us. I pray that we can continue serving you and this most
brilliant ISKCON society, life after life.

Your servants in Botswana.

Brahmapur

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

By the example of your own life you showed how a devotee should untiringly serve the mission of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. On this auspicious occasion of the 118th anniversary of your appearance, we pray to
humbly follow in your footsteps so that our deeds will be pleasing to you and Lord Krsna.

This year we plan to start systematic youth preaching so that we can develop strong, dedicated brahmacari
and grhastha asramas. Last year we introduced the Pusya-abhiseka festival in our temple and will try to do
better next year.

We are trying to complete the plastering and brick works of our main temple building.

We are trying to put more stress on our morning program so that our brahmacaris can maintain the
highest spiritual standards.
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Srila Prabhupada, please bless us so that our efforts will be successful and we can better serve you and
Lord Krsna.

Your insignificant servants at ISKCON Brahmapur, India.

Brisbane

Dearest Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Sitting at your lotus feet today, writing this offering, I remember back two years ago when we brought
you here to our new address for the first time. It was a triumphant moment—after many struggles and much
effort, leading from Bank Rd. to Jennifer St., we carried you in, and it was clear that you were not just being
brought here but that you had consented to come.

I look around now and think about what we have accomplished here to offer you: Sri-Sri Gaura-Nitai
stand on the altar near you, dressed and cared for as though every day were a festival by pitjaris who are well
aware that on some days few visitors will even see Them; we are led by a manager who is continuing the legacy
of his own compassionate spiritual master and making devotee care a priority; there are devotees you initi-
ated, Srila Prabhupada, who still, in spite of their age, are distributing books, cooking, and showing us how to
honor the previous acaryas’ festival days; there are so many professional people here in our community who
work long hours at their day jobs and then continue into the night with service to your ISKCON; there is a
handyman who sometimes exchanges his overalls for dhoti and kurta and then gives incredible philosophical
classes on your Srimad-Bhagavatam; there are young, enthusiastic men and women keeping your traditions
of Sunday Feast and harinama sarikirtana alive and thriving; there is a bhaktin with a bad leg who drives two
hours to come here and make the gardens you look out upon pleasant; there are the youth who are maturing
now and by themselves putting on entire huge festivals such as Janmastami; and this year, for the first time,
there are sincere devotees working to put on Brisbane’s first major Ratha-yatra, in the heart of the city, with
the procession being solely for Lord Jagannatha.

Our Bhakti-vrksa program is nicely training devotees; our Yoga of Success program is a creative way of
introducing newcomers; our restaurants distribute tons of prasadam—Srila Prabhupada, we could greatly ex-
tend this list of devotees who love you and for whom service to you is the highest goal of their lives. Because,
Srila Prabhupada, each one of us knows in our heart that you have saved us. Are saving us. Everything we have
mentioned above is here because of you: Deities, prasadam, books, temples, kirtana, festivals—everything.

With gratitude, Srila Prabhupada, for all you did, all the sacrifices you made that we can never repay, we
offer you whatever Krsna has given us, to be used in His service. Please consent to using us as instruments
as we face the next challenge of building a temple for your pleasure. We hope that one day soon we will be
carrying you once more—ijust next door—to an even larger and grander new residence.

All your humble servants at ISKCON Brisbane, Australia.
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Budapest

Dear Srila Prabhupada,
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to your divine lotus feet!

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

On the occasion of your most auspicious appearance day, please kindly accept this offering from your
sincerely aspiring devotees at the Budapest yatra.

Fully aware that the glories of the pure devotees of the Lord are beyond the limits of the words uttered
by a materially contaminated person, I still hope that both you and the Lord may find some pleasure in this
imperfect attempt.

Unless we are cautious, we who live in a blissful community of devotees can too easily forget what it
means to be a devotee. We may forget what a rare and fortunate situation we are in.

The Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.14.5) says:

muktanam api siddhanam narayana-parayanah
su-durlabhah prasantatma kotisv api maha-mune

“O great sage, among many millions who are liberated and perfect in knowledge of liberation, one may be
a devotee of Lord Narayana, or Krsna. Such devotees, who are fully peaceful, are extremely rare.” And not
only fully peaceful, but perfectly fearless:

narayana-parah sarve na kutascana bibhyati
svargapavarga-narakesv api tulyartha-darsinah

“A pure devotee of Narayana is never afraid of going anywhere and everywhere. For him heaven and hell are
one and the same.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.17.28)

Blinded by pride, the average Westerner considers the Orient backward, underdeveloped, and under-
privileged while admiring his Western world for its prosperity and progress. Discoveries of modern science,
combined with the educational system, have convinced people that most problems can be solved by science
and that even death will soon be defeated. Science sells the mirage of hope: “Everything will be all right.
Just enjoy life and don’t care about anything.” This strong faith of the materialists is the reason why they do
not see that what they consider prosperity is, in reality, poverty, that their so-called progress is leading them
to hell. The depth of their faith—their illusion—is shown by how desperately and bravely they defend their
baseless and absurd tenets.

ya nisa sarva-bhiitanam tasyam jagarti sarmyami

yasyar jagrati bhiitani sa nisa pasyato muneh
“What is night for all beings is the time of awakening for the self-controlled; and the time of awakening for
all beings is night for the introspective sage.” (Bhagavad-gita 2.69)

You told us that the main fault of this world is that although no one is perfect everyone thinks he is, and
not only perfect but the most perfect—the supreme, God. Since everyone more or less shares this view, these
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many “godlets” have created a so-called civilized society based on pride, envy, competition, and corruption.
This “advanced” Western realm is the perfect manifestation of the dark side of the material world, a world
your beloved spiritual master compared to a toilet. Gentlemen leave such places as soon as possible because
they feel uncomfortable there. What do the pure devotees of the Lord have to do with such a dirty and dark
place, where no one has even heard of Him?

Our sastras describe the qualities of the pure devotees in many places. Because such devotees are individu-
als, their individual qualities make them exceptional and special. Their loving relationship with Krsna is also
individual, and He reciprocates with each of them uniquely. Among the colorful jewels of these wonderful
qualities, one is common among them. It is the effulgent gem of devotion. This jewel, unconditional love of
God, is solid, deep and irrevocable, and is the possession of every pure devotee. Loving devotion can inspire
a devotee to perform deeds that amaze even the mundane moralist.

sarvatha dhvamsa-rahitamm  saty api dhvamsa-karane
yad bhava-bandhanam yiinoh sa prema parikirtitah
(Ujjvala-nilamani 14.63)

A devotee’s love for Krsna is pure when he remains faithful even though he has every reason to cut off his
relationship with the Lord. This pure love inspires the devotee to surrender with his whole being. This is in-
comprehensible to the materialist because understanding such devotion is beyond the limits of mundane logic.
What does such a person, perfect in every respect, have to do in this hellish world? Why did he come here?

Of course, we cannot refer to you as being here in the sense of an ordinary person being a part of this
world. Scripture tells us that saintly persons, although they seem to be here with us, are always with God in
His realm. Therefore the material world has no power over them. The scriptures compare the feet of such
saintly persons to lotus flowers. This indicates that just as the petals of a lotus flower are never touched by the
water the lotus grows in, the lotus feet of the pure devotee never touch this land of illusion, impermanence,
and darkness.

That said, we should not think that the pure devotee undergoes no difficulties, hardships, impediments,
or suffering. That belief would cast doubt over the concept of love. Those who walk the path of God have to
face many difficulties, by which they get ample opportunity to express and deepen their love and devotion
for Him. The difference between them and the materialists is that, unlike the latter, under no circumstances
do they ever forget Krsna, and therefore they are under His protection at all times.

Therefore the crest jewels of the pure devotees, the paramahamsas, appear in this material world for the
pleasure of the Lord and out of mercy toward the conditioned souls, and thus they work to ease the burden
of the world even in the face of severe hardship.

You did not come to this world as we did. You never fell down, never committed any sins, and never
turned away from Krsna. As you told your most confidential disciples, you came on the personal request by
Krsna, and although you knew that this is hell, you agreed. You undertook this mission for Krsna, and for us.

You showed what love beyond words is. You gave yourself to Krsna as He desired while living the life of
an ordinary person. Then you met your eternal well-wisher, your spiritual master, and received your mission
from him. He initiated you and you quickly manifested your perfection. After finishing with householder life,
you took up residence in your eternal abode, Vrndavana, and prepared for your great mission in the temple
of Sri Sri Radha-Damodara.

What a pastime! What a wonderful drama! Krsna is the greatest director, and His cast is always the best.

Then, encouraged at every moment by this wonderful director, you arrived in the land of darkness.
Although nothing was easy, by your devotion, humility, and love you achieved success in your mission. You
made a miracle.

Free will is the only possession of the spirit soul. Depending on how he uses it, Krsna provides various
facilities for him. Although everything comes from Him—everything is His energy and nothing is independ-
ent of Him—still He does not influence the living beings in exercising their free will. In the spiritual world
He provides every soul with the bliss of eternal relationships, full of knowledge, but also the possibility of
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forgetfulness leading one to take up the role of independent enjoyer in the material world. The jiva receives
all this from Krsna, whether or not he acknowledges it. The Lord does not interfere with the jiva’s free will,
because true love can be based only on free will. Love cannot be coerced but must be given freely. Krsna
is waiting patiently for the jiva to express such love toward Him again. This is His supreme desire, for He
fervently loves his devotees even if they turn away from Him.

Great yogis and sages can use their mystic powers to enchant the ignorant, but such miracles do not
benefit the living beings. The real miracle is to change the heart of the living beings, to induce them to use
their free will to direct their love toward Krsna again. You turned Kali’s rogues into pure devotees of the Lord,
who are effulgent with good qualities.

No one but a pure, empowered devotee of the Lord could do this. You fulfilled the prediction that the
holy name of Krsna would spread all over the world. How dear you must be to the Lord! What an intimate
relationship you must have with Him!

No one can find the limits of your glorious qualities, no matter how hard one might search throughout
the eons. My purpose here has been to highlight the crest jewel of your qualities: your infinite loving devotion
to Krsna, along with its consequent fathomless compassion for the suffering jivas.

Such a pure devotee, a siddha, cannot be deterred but is determined to satisfy the Lord in any circum-
stance. This is a rare quality even among those who have achieved perfection. Words fail to express how very
fortunate we are just to be in contact with you. Dear Srila Prabhupada, you are the most wonderful devotee.

If you consider us worthy and are at all satisfied with our service, please help us increase our devotion
and love for you and the Lord of your life!

Please shower your mercy on us so that someday we will also become pure devotees and perfect servants
of your perfect mission!

Your insignificant servants at ISKCON Budapest, Hungary.

(written by Candragupta Dasa)

Canberra

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Siunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Vyasa-pija is the celebration of the appearance of Sri Guru, the spiritual master. His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada is not an ordinary guru, for he is the founder-acarya of ISKCON. As the
founder-acarya of the ISKCON institution, Srila Prabhupada gives the directions on how to understand and
apply the teachings of Srimad Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-Bhagavatam, Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, and The Nectar of
Devotion. The acarya teaches by example how to practice bhakti-yoga, known to us as Krsna consciousness.

Being a pure devotee of Lord Sri Krsna and empowered by Lord Caitanya, Srila Prabhupada gave Krsna
consciousness to the world at a time when India was trying to forget about Krsna. Indeed, the first Prime
Minister of India, Jawaharlal Nehru, thought that India’s progress was being impeded by the people’s belief
in God and their general spiritual inclination. He even stated that it would be better to turn the temples
into factories to achieve prosperity.
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vad yad dcarati sresthas tat tad evetaro janah
sa yat pramanam kurute lokas tad anuvartate

“Whatever action a great man performs, common men follow. And whatever standards he sets by exemplary
acts, all the world pursues.” (Bhagavad-gita 3.21) So the leaders were trying to stop the progress of Krsna
consciousness in India, and the common people were influenced by this effort.

In 1965 the United States of America was the world leader in terms of overall prosperity, standard of
living, and material achievement. Srila Prabhupada thought, “If I can make the Americans Krsna conscious,
then the whole world, including India, will surely follow.” Thus he traveled to America in 1965 and began
preaching the pure message of Lord Caitanya, and ISKCON was founded a year later with the express purpose
of spreading the teachings of Lord Caitanya all over the world. In 1970 Srila Prabhupada, accompanied by a
small band of Western disciples, returned to India and began preaching there, with great success.

We cannot overestimate the potency of the teachings Srila Prabhupada presented:

kali-kalera dharma—krsna-nama-sankirtana
krsna-sakti vina nahe tara pravartana

“The fundamental religious system in the Age of Kali is the chanting of the holy name of Krsna. Unless
empowered by Krsna, one cannot propagate the sankirtana movement.”

Being an empowered representative of Lord Sri Krsna, Srila Prabhupada imparted the unadulterated
teachings of the Lord. He made it clear that his only qualification was that he did not change the pure mes-
sage of Srimad Bhagavad-gita, and that everything was the mercy of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura.
In this way Srila Prabhupada acted as the transparent medium through which the pure teachings of Lord
Caitanya were transmitted through the parampara, or disciplic succession. One can act as a transparent me-
dium only if one has no desire separate from Lord Krsna’s—or, in other words, if one has no material desires
and is completely surrendered to the lotus feet of the Lord. This was Srila Prabhupada. He started ISKCON
for no reason other than to serve Lord Krsna, and personally he was never compromised by the material
facilities that came with the success of being the head of an international society. His Divine Grace’s sole
purpose was always to spread Krsna consciousness, never to enjoy the fruits of his work. Srila Prabhupada
never used any of the money that came with success for sense gratification, although he worked tirelessly. In
fact, His Divine Grace worked harder than any of his disciples, who were all in the prime years of their life.
He was old enough to be their grandfather, but he worked harder than any of them.

In Srila Prabhupada we saw all the qualities of a spotless, pure devotee of Krsna, unaffected by the modes
of material nature, ecstatically executing devotional service, full of enthusiasm, not wasting a minute that
could be used for spreading Krsna consciousness. The activities and qualities of the pure devotee described
in the verses of Sri Sri Gurv-astaka were present in the person of Srila Prabhupada. Some of us were fortu-
nate to see the maha-bhagavata in person. To actually witness the pure devotee behaving in exactly the way
described in the revealed scriptures is a rare blessing. This was certainly very special mercy given by Lord
Caitanya and Lord Krsna to the disciples of Srila Prabhupada. For the devotees who have joined ISKCON
after the disappearance of Srila Prabhupada, it is absolutely necessary to stick very closely to Srila Prabhupada’s
teachings and example, without making any changes. In this way they can have the same result as those who
were present during his preaching lila.

Once, after Srila Prabhupada had visited a temple, a disciple from that temple wrote him a letter express-
ing how devastated he and the other devotees there were after Srila Prabhupada had left their temple and
gone to his next destination. Srila Prabhupada’s answer was that there are two forms of the spiritual master,
vani and vapuh. Vani consists of the spiritual master’s teachings, and vapuh is his physical presence. Of the
two forms of Sri Guru, vani is more important, because while the spiritual master’s physical form will go away,
his teachings will stay forever, and the disciple can always feel his presence in his teachings if he remains
faithful and dedicates himself to living and spreading those teachings of the parampara.

The extent of Srila Prabhupada’s achievement in giving the teachings of Lord Caitanya to the world
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cannot be overestimated, and as time goes by we will see more and more just how great was the contribution
of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada to the sankirtana movement of Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

Srila Prabhupada’s servants at ISKCON Canberra, Australia.

(written by Svayambhiir Dasa)

Cape Town

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet on this most auspicious occasion of your
Vyasa-piija celebration.

In the eighth verse of his Saci-sutastakam, Srila Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya writes:

arunam nayanam caranam vasanam
vadane skhalitam svaka-nama-dharam

kurute su-rasam jagatah jvanam
pranamami Saci-suta-gaura-varam

“His eyes, the soles of His feet, and His clothing are reddish like the color that heralds the rising sun. As He
utters His own names, His voice falters. Throughout the universe He awakens the sweet flavor of life. I bow
down to Gaura, the beautiful son of Mother Saci.”

While meditating on Your Divine Grace and remembering this beautiful verse glorifying Lord Caitanya,
it occurred to me that just as Lord Caitanya awakened the sweet flavor of life by appearing in this world, you
have also awakened the same sweet flavor by taking the message of Lord Caitanya to the whole world. The
sweet flavor of life that Srila Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya refers to is pure Krsna consciousness.

Srila Advaita Acarya Prabhu felt great distress upon seeing the absence of devotion to Lord Krsna
in the world, and especially in Navadvipa, which was a great center of learning in India at the time. Srila
Vrndavana Dasa Thakura tells us:

Many people came from various provinces to study in Navadvipa, because by studying there one
achieved a taste for education. Therefore no one could count the innumerable students and millions
of teachers gathered there. By the merciful glance of Ram3, the goddess of fortune, everyone lived
happily there, but they wasted their time in mundane activities. . . . Even the so-called scholars—the
Bhattacaryas, Cakravartis, and Misras—did not know the real purport of the scriptures. [Caitanya-

bhagavata, Adi-kanda 2.60-63, 67)

Seeing the absence of devotion to Lord Krsna, Srila Advaita Acarya Prabhu felt great distress and knew
that only the Lord Himself could correct the situation by personally appearing. Therefore constantly offered
tulasi buds in water from the Ganges and loudly called on the Lord, and in this way Advaita Acarya caused
the Lord to appear.

As Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami tells us, Lord Caitanya desired to deliver the whole universe, yet
although He is undoubtedly Krsna Himself, He spread the chanting of the holy name only throughout India.
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In His incarnation as Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Lord Sri Krsna descended to deliver all the living
beings in the three worlds, from Brahmaloka down to Patalaloka. He caused their deliverance in three
ways. The Lord delivered the fallen souls in some places by meeting them directly, in other places
by empowering a pure devotee, and in still other places by appearing before someone Himself. Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu delivered almost all the fallen souls by directly meeting them. He delivered
others by entering the bodies of great devotees, such as Nakula Brahmacari. And He delivered still
others by appearing before them, as in the case of Nrsimhananda Brahmacari. “I shall deliver the

fallen souls.” This statement characterizes the Supreme Personality of Godhead. [Caitanya-caritamrta,
Antya-lila 2.3-6]

From these verses, Srila Prabhupada, we can understand that you are without doubt Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu’s eternal associate and that He has therefore caused Your Divine Grace to appear in this material world.
He has also appeared in your body to deliver all the living entities in this world. Lord Caitanya Himself said:

prthivite ache yata nagaradi grama
sarvatra pracara haibe mora nama

“In every town and village of the world, the chanting of My name will be heard.” (Caitanya-bhagavata,
Antya-kanda 4.126)

Just as Srila Advaita Acarya felt great distress to see the lack of Krsna’s devotional service in this world,
you also expressed great compassion upon arriving in Boston in 1965. Onboard the Jaladuta you wrote a
Bengali poem, Markine Bhagavata-dharma, “Krsna consciousness in the West.” An excerpt:

My dear Lord Krsna, You are so kind upon this useless soul, but I do not know why You have brought
me here. Now You can do whatever you like with me. But I can guess that you have got some business
here; otherwise why should You call me here [to a place] which is demoniac? Most of the population
here is covered by ignorance and passion modes of nature, and I do not know how they will be able
to understand the transcendental messages of Vasudeva. But I know Your causeless mercy can make
everything possible because You are the most expert mystic. Therefore, | am simply praying for Your
mercy so that I can be able to convince them about Your message. All living entities have come under
the control of the illusory energy by Your will, and therefore, if You like, by Your will they can also
be released from the clutches of illusion. If You so desire, I wish that You may deliver them all, and
only by Your such desire all of them will be able to understand Your message. [Srila Prabhupada’s
translation, from a letter to Satsvariipa, 28 April 1970]

You have fulfilled the prophecy of Lord Caitanya by awakening the sweet flavor of life wherever you
went in the world. But more than this, you have made many pure devotees who are also awakening that same
sweet flavor of life wherever they go. Also, we can understand that your glorious ISKCON movement will go
on generating pure devotees, who will awaken that sweet flavor of life for many thousands of years to come.
Therefore we find it impossible to fully understand your greatness and how dear you must be to Lord Caitanya,
so much so that He reserved this incredible achievement for you.

Meditating in this way, we, your humble followers in Cape Town, sincerely pray at your lotus feet that
we may be able to do some small service to assist you in this great endeavor.

Your humble servants at ISKCON Cape Town, South Africa.
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Respected Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most respectful obeisances unto your divine lotus feet.

Once again we have the opportunity to glorify Your Divine Grace for giving meaning to our lives, nay,
for giving us life itself. This time we would like to bathe in one of the unlimitedly glorious and profound
teachings of Your Divine Grace one that is very natural and simple and yet most important. In fact, this
teaching pleased the heart of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, who, being very much moved by your
writing, gave this instruction to the editor of the Harmonist magazine: “Whatever he writes, publish it.” We
are referring to the fundamental teaching that God is a person, that the living entities are also individual
persons, and that the process of bhakti is therefore a personal process. You penned this philosophical truth
in a poetic stanza glorifying Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura on his Vyasa-paja day:

Absolute is sentient
Thou hast proved.

Impersonal calamity
Thou hast removed.

There have been so many inspirations for devotees to write Vyasa-pija offerings to you, Srila Prabhupada,
but the main inspiration has been the joy of discovering one’s own personality by the means of understanding
the personality of Krsna through the bona fide spiritual master. As we learn from Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.2.6:
“The supreme occupation [dharma] for all humanity is that by which men can attain to loving devotional
service unto the transcendent Lord. Such devotional service must be unmotivated and uninterrupted to
completely satisfy the self.” Or in other words, one who renders unmotivated and uninterrupted devotional
service to Lord Sri Krsna is completely satisfied. How can a devotee know Krsna is satisfied with his service?
He will feel deep satisfaction in his own heart.

Now, to an impersonalist, or one who is not acquainted with his own heart or personality, the check of
one’s own satisfaction would be quite bewildering. Since he is unable to relate to Krsna’s heart, how could
he ever possibly relate to his own heart?

People in general, being ignorant of their identity, are not satisfied. Then how would a dissatisfied heart
satisfy or please others? In your preface to The Nectar of Devotion, you compassionately explain how to satisfy
not only ourselves but everyone else as well:

The basic principle of the living condition is that we have a general propensity to love someone. No one
can live without loving someone else. This propensity is present in every living being. Even an animal
like a tiger has this loving propensity at least in a dormant stage, and it is certainly present in the
human beings. The missing point, however, is where to repose our love so that everyone can become happy.
At the present moment the human society teaches one to love his country or family or his personal
self, but there is no information where to repose the loving propensity so that everyone can become
happy. That missing point is Krsna, and The Nectar of Devotion teaches us how to stimulate our
original love for Krsna and how to be situated in that position where we can enjoy our blissful life.
... The Nectar of Devotion will teach us how to turn the one switch that will immediately brighten
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everything, everywhere. One who does not know this method is missing the point of life. [Italics added]

As explained above, people do not know that they should repose their love in Krsna, and hence they are
always dissatisfied at heart. And society, being a collection of such dissatisfied hearts, is day by day becom-
ing filled with people who are more and more frustrated and inhumane. The hippies in the 1960s grossly
exhibited this frustration, but the situation today is worse. People are not hippies externally by appearance,
but internally they are so—quarrelsome, lazy, misguided, unlucky, and above all, always disturbed (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 1.1.10).

As the true and eternal well-wisher of everyone, you made available the teachings of the Bhagavad-gita
and Srimad-Bhagavatam to provide light for the people of this dark age. You presented the scriptural teach-
ings very practically:

Everything that exists is a product of matter and spirit. Spirit is the basic field of creation, and
matter is created by spirit. Spirit is not created at a certain stage of material development. Rather,
this material world is manifested only on the basis of spiritual energy. This material body is developed
because spirit is present within matter; a child grows gradually to boyhood and then to manhood
because that superior energy, spirit soul, is present. [Bhagavad-gita 7.6, purport]

So it is spirit that moves matter. Any machine or process is actuated by the spirit or personality behind it;
even the most automatic machine needs the intervention of spirit by way of a command to begin operating.

Anyone who understands such a simple presentation will not be deluded by the word jugglery and complex
expressions of the scientists concerning the evolution of life or the mysteries of the origin of species, etc. As
you would often say, “What is the difficulty?” Since rendering devotional service to Krsna is the natural, con-
stitutional position of the living entity, it is not an artificial imposition on the mind or some sort of intellectual
adjustment. What is the proof? One feels satisfied at heart when applying his heart to the process of bhakti.

So how can one understand his identity and the identity of the Supreme Personality of Godhead? You
explain how in your purport to Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.1.10:

Srimad-Bhagavatam is recognized Vedic wisdom, and the system of receiving Vedic knowledge is
called avaroha-pantha, or the process of receiving transcendental knowledge through bona fide
disciplic succession. For advancement of material knowledge there is a need for personal ability and
researching aptitude, but in the case of spiritual knowledge, all progress depends more or less on the
mercy of the spiritual master. The spiritual master must be satisfied with the disciple; only then is
knowledge automatically manifest before the student of spiritual science.

You give a similar instruction in your purport to Bhagavad-gita 4.34:

One has to approach a bona fide spiritual master to receive the knowledge. Such a spiritual master
should be accepted in full surrender, and one should serve the spiritual master like a menial servant,
without false prestige. Satisfaction of the self-realized spiritual master is the secret of advancement
in spiritual life.

In summary, to get true knowledge of the scriptures one should approach a bona fide spiritual master.
The purports above do not just describe the process of bhakti but express the heart of one who has lived such
a life—you, Srila Prabhupada. The poetic stanza you wrote—“Absolute is sentient, Thou has proved”—was
not just a mere poem but a personal glorification of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, written out of
genuine worship and joy at having accepted a genuine spiritual master.

The whole process of bhakti therefore depends on approaching the personality of Krsna through the
personality of the bona fide spiritual master. One has to follow the process, and the process is to follow a
pure devotee of the Lord.
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Once one of your African disciples left the movement, thinking he would attain love of Godhead by
chanting a lakh of holy names every day. You commented that the idea that Krsna will automatically give
prema if one does such-and-such is Karma-mimarnsa philosophy. Krsna is not obliged to give prema to anyone,
no matter how many rounds he chants.

We come back to the theme we began with: we are individuals, and we need an individual approach to
the Personality of Godhead. The ninefold process of devotional service has to be followed, but under the
direction of an expert bona fide spiritual master; otherwise one will simply be victimized by Karma-mimarhsa
philosophy, i.e., thinking that when one performs his duties nicely Krsna has to award good results. No. Rather,
while following all the details of the process rigidly, one has to consciously seek the pleasure of Krsna. And
the proof of achieving Krsna’s pleasure is that one’s own heart is engladdened.

Seeing bhakti in its pure and natural form removes all sorts of confusions, contradictions, and devia-
tions on the path of bhakti. All our questions or doubts—concerning creation or evolution, the hen or the
egg, mercy or endeavor, energy or the energetic, etc.—are easily resolved by this natural approach, i.e., the
personal approach to spirituality: the person brings the process, or the bhakta delivers Bhagavan, as is told
by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura: krsna se tomara, krsna dite para, tomara sakati ache. “Krsna is yours; you have
the power to give Him to me.” Or as you put it in your purport to Caitanya-caritamrta Adi 11.59: “A pure
Vaisnava, as the proprietor of Krsna and love of Krsna, can deliver both to anyone and everyone he likes.”

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for offering us Krsna and love of Krsna through the guru-parampara sys-
tem. You received the personality of Krsna from your eternal spiritual master and awarded us the facility to
receive Krsna in the same parampara.

Following your instructions to please Krsna, we are trying to do our bit at ISKCON Chandigarh. The
center is stable and moving forward steadily. We distributed 32,000 Bhagavad-gitas during the 2013 marathon,
held four Ratha-yatras last year, and added one Bhakta Prahlad School (BPS) to the already existing four
BPSs. About eighty devotees are ready for first initiation. We held one T.T.C.I. seminar conducted by M.I.
Regular spiritual courses are being held every week for young boys, young girls, and grhastha devotees. Six
young devotees (including four engineers) joined the asrama with the intent of dedicating their lives to your
mission as brahmacaris.

All this has been possible by your blessings, the guidance and encouragement of senior Vaisnavas, and
the mercy of our presiding Deities, Sri Sri Radha-Madhava. Kindly continue showering your blessings upon
us so that we may succeed in our efforts to please Sri Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

The servants of your servants at ISKCON Chandigarh, India.

Chennai

O worshipable Srila Prabhupada! O dear Grand-Gurudeva!

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you!

Only by your causeless mercy have | been given the opportunity to write this glorification of you in honor
of this most blessed occasion, your appearance day. You are the perfect transparent medium to receive and
transmit Krsna’s mercy because you always act as a selfless instrument in His hands to accomplish His mission.
Such an instrument never has any self-motivation: his the only motivation is to please Krsna.

[ appreciate your description of Krsna as perfect and complete. He is completely perfect and perfectly
complete. After reading your books, I have concluded that you are also perfect and complete—that is, you
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are the perfect and complete representative of Krsna. Therefore I have the strong hope that if I can get your
mercy by pleasing you I will certainly get Krsna’s mercy one day.

Your books are the source of all knowledge. Anyone can easily understand your purports and imbibe the
principles of devotional service to Lord Krsna. One who follows those principles will easily purify himself,
such a pure soul can easily preach the philosophy of Krsna consciousness, and such a preacher can easily
understand the essence of the mission of Lord Krsna, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, you, and all the previous
acaryas!

The fruit of potent preaching is sincere disciples. I am fortunate to have one of those sincere disciples
of yours, His Holiness Radhanatha Swami, as my gurudeva. Unfortunately, I am still struggling to become
fully submissive to my Guru Maharaja. Still, I aspire to become a better instrument in your hands for the ac-
complishment your mission. Hence today, your divine appearance day, I humbly fall at your lotus feet and beg
you to bless me so that [ may become more submissive and help all Vaisnavas in this ISKCON movement of
yours. On my own it is not possible, but by your mercy and your representatives’ mercy it is certainly possible.

Again I beg you to bless me so I will become your perfect servant.

Thank you very much.

All glories to you! All glories to all Vaisnavas!

Your servants at ISKCON Chennai, India.

(written by Paramesvara Dasa)

Coventry

Our dearest and most caring ever well-wisher Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to you on your glori-
ous Vyasa-pija day!

Srila Prabhupada, in the Srimad-Bhagavatam Srila Vyasadeva describes the condition of the people of
Kali-yuga: They are short-lived, quarrelsome, lazy, misguided, unfortunate, and always disturbed. With these
disadvantages, people are very disinclined to inquire about the real purpose of life, much less take up some
practice to pursue it. With our own eyes we have seen that with the progress of Kali-yuga this disinclination
is increasing day by day. Even those who initially make good progress often stop making progress and stay
where they are or even go backwards. In such an atmosphere, how is it possible to seriously turn toward Krsna?

The Caitanya-caritamrta recounts how Lord Caitanya sent His two generals Riipa Gosvami and Sanatana
Gosvami to Vrndavana, how He sent Lord Nityananda to Bengal, and how Lord Caitanya Himself went to
South India to broadcast the holy names of Lord Krsna in every town and village and in this way distribute
krsna-bhakti and krsna-prema.

But what about the rest of the world? For this we had to wait another five hundred years—we had to
wait for you.

In the Caitanya-mangala Sri Locana Dasa Thakura writes:

[Lord Caitanya said:] “Taking the sharp sword of nama-sankirtana, I will root out and destroy the

demoniac mentality in the hearts of all the conditioned souls. If some sinful people escape and, giving
up dharma, go to far-off countries, my senapati-bhakta will go there [to deliver them].”
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Srila Prabhupada, you are that senapati-bhakta, that devotee general, who took mercy upon the whole
world and came to point us in the right direction. Knowing that almost all people were deeply engrossed in
temporary activities for their bodies, and that there was so much misguidance, you traveled around the world
fourteen times to give us true guidance and show us what true spirituality is. For this most compassionate act
of yours, we and the whole world owe you a great debt that can never be repaid.

We in Coventry are certainly relishing your blessings, and we thank you very much for twenty years
ago sending us our beloved Lordships Sri Sri Sacinandana and Nitaicanda, whom we have been worshiping
ever since. Twenty years ago we could not have imagined where we are today. We have had many ups and
downs, many challenges, but after twenty years we are still here, and our standard of worship has improved a
lot from those beginning days. With your continued blessings we hope to keep improving our service to our
Sacinandana and Nitaicanda for the next twenty years, and to do our best to pass on your mercy to others.

Begging to remain attached to your lotus feet, we remain

Your servants at ISKCON Coventry, UK.

Denpasar

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Siunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

On your most glorious appearance day, we would like to convey to you our sincere gratitude for giving
us this matchless gift of Krsna consciousness. Through the books you have given us, the §astric instructions
you lived, and your mood of surrender, which your disciples have imbibed, we are every day learning more
about ourselves and our long lost love, Sri Krsna.

You gave us the panacea—the maha-mantra—which we carry everywhere, from the famous beaches of
Bali to the volcanoes that pierce the ground. We have been through a lot, and some of our devotees were
even thrown in jail. They were able to tolerate the experience only because you always remained their guiding
light. Your presence is felt every time we follow your instructions, and feeling such protection, we happily
engage in your work.

Although you visited Jakarta only for a week during your manifested pastimes, the teachings you im-
parted then have continued to echo down through the years so that now thousands of devotees in this land
are keeping them in their hearts.

We seek to always be of service to you and your disciples. Our desire is simply to see you pleased with
our endeavors.

Your servants in Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia.
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Detroit

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Our dearest Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most respectful obeisances at your divine lotus feet. All glories to you and your ever-
expanding ISKCON movement!

On this most auspicious day we offer you our heartfelt gratitude for giving us everything we need to go
back home, back to Godhead. Before we came in touch with you through your movement, we were totally
ignorant, drowning in the ocean of material existence. You introduced us to the most merciful Lord Caitanya,
Patita-pavana. Your Divine Grace also gave us the prayers of great Vaisnava acaryas like Srila Narottama
Dasa Thakura. In his song beginning gauranga karuna koro dina hina jane, Srila Narottama Dasa teaches us
how to plead to Lord Gauranga: “Holding grass between my teeth, O Lord Gaura, I am calling out to you now!
Please be compassionate upon me and come to reside within the temple of my heart.”

Last year, 2013, will remain one of the most blessed years for us here in Detroit, for we received the blessed
association of many of your dearmost leaders. Under the guidance of our beloved GBC, Her Grace Malati
Dasi, we started the celebration of Govardhana Piija with a most ecstatic abhiseka of Lord Sri Nathji—a
celebration we will remember throughout our life. His Holiness Gopal Krsna Goswami and His Holiness
Romapada Swami gave us the opportunity to serve them twice during the year and enlivened us with their
instructions for making progress on the path of devotional service. His Holiness Radhanatha Swami blessed
us with so much love and inspiration on his first-ever Vyasa-piija celebration in Detroit. After more than
twenty years since his last visit, His Holiness Jayapataka Swami paid us a surprise visit and filled our hearts
with utmost bliss.

We understand that only by your causeless mercy were we able to receive the blessed association of
these beloved generals of your movement. Empowered by the blessings of these leaders, all the devotees at
the Devasadan Mandir helped increase book distribution, harinama, our Bhakti-vrksa programs, and Deity
worship. In addition, we were able to upgrade the multimedia theater you envisioned so that viewers can
experience devotional videos most effectively.

Last year devotees throughout Michigan blissfully attended all our festivals—Ratha-yatra, Puspa-abhiseka,
Gopastami, etc.—in record numbers. As a result of this greater interest in the state, our leaders Sriman
Yugala Kisora Prabhu and Sriman Deva Madhava Prabhu are working to establish centers in the suburbs of
Farmington Hills and Ypsilanti. Please infuse us with the intelligence and ability to expand your movement
in Michigan effectively, so we may help fulfill your desire to spread the cultural conquest of Krsna conscious-
ness from Detroit throughout the world.

O savior of the whole world, please continue showering your mercy on us so that we can continue serving
you and our most merciful Deities, Sri Sri Radha-Kusijabihariji, until we leave these bodies. Please hold our
hand tight because we have the tendency to run away from you.

Begging for forgiveness for our offenses, we remain

Your humble servants at the Devasadan Mandir in Detroit, Michigan, USA.

(written by Jagad-Guru Dasa)
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Our dear Srila Prabhupada,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

We bow down before you with gratitude.

The relationship between guru and disciple is so sacred that even the destruction of the universe
cannot separate them. [Letter from Tamal Krishna Goswami]

You are here, beyond doubt. Time, distance, and physical absence cannot hinder the sacred relationship
you share with every devotee, on whatever level, any more than the destruction of the universe could. We
can still approach you with sincerity, and you will still reciprocate.

Whatever our endeavors, it is plainly evident that what is fueling the mission of Lord Gauranga is your
powerful desire to spread Krsna consciousness to every town and village in the world. And success is coming
despite all our mistakes. We remain but pieces on the chessboard. In the mood of a devotee offering Ganges
water to the Ganges, we offer you our endeavors.

The instructions you imparted during your short stay in South Africa have remained the blueprint of
the thriving yatra we relish today. One of your main desires was that students at the universities here get
the opportunity to connect to Krsna. You wanted this even more than an exquisite temple and Ratha-yatra.
Over the last year we have been active on five campuses here, maintaining a total of nine programs weekly.
Many seeking minds and hungry hearts find refuge at these programs. Every month students visit the temple,
and some stay over on the weekends. Twice a semester we host student retreats on a local and national level.
These retreats have changed lives.

Over the decades in South Africa, devotees of different eras have apparently been given specific missions.
The first wave of devotees ploughed the field as pioneers. The second wave embraced sacrifice and labored
diligently to build an inimitable temple. It appears that the mission of the third wave of devotees is to break
the racial barriers, ensuring that Krsna consciousness has a future in South Africa. The attendance at our
university programs is on average comprised of 80% black students—the intelligentsia of our country. Our
hopes for accomplishing the mission of the third wave largely rests with them.

These students are beginning to appreciate your books, some of which are now available in their native lan-
guages. The most recent December book marathon saw twice the number of books distributed as in the previous
year. Overall, book distribution has experienced a significant and constant increase over the last few years. More
amazing last December, however, was the large number of young devotees who took to the streets to share your
words with their compatriots. Many had never distributed a book before. That experience affected their hearts,
and the taste for sharing Krsna with others became contagious. This was your simple formula, Srila Prabhupada;
you always taught us that book distribution would keep temples afloat and devotees enlivened. The marathon
became a festival. And since the marathon, a team of committed distributors has kept the wheels turning.

And the Ganges water flows through our hands back into the sacred river. Even the act of worship is not
to our credit. It was you who gave us the opportunity, the facility, and the motivation. We pray to become
your ever-willing instruments, even if imperfect.

Your servants at the Sri Sri Radha-Radhanatha Temple in Durban, South Africa.
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East Hartford

Dear Srila Prabhupada, )
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you, Srila Prabhupada!

I bow down to the beautiful lotus feet of my spiritual master, by whose causeless mercy I have received
the supreme holy name, the divine mantra. [Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami, Mukta-carita]

We want to thank you for caring about us, the fallen souls throughout the world. You were the only one
who cared so much that you sacrificed your peaceful life in Vrndavana to accept so many problems, troubles,
and anxieties just to give us the holy names. When you landed in Boston on September 18, 1965, you wrote
a beautiful poem in which you expressed your humility:

I have no devotion, nor do I have any knowledge, but I have strong faith in the holy name of Krsna.

You gave the world Lord Krsna’s holy names, and so many people are delighted because you did. Without
chanting the holy names, no one can be genuinely happy, but by chanting Hare Krsna one becomes truly
ecstatic.

We recently chanted for over six hours straight at a festival in Amherst, Massachusetts. The festival was
called Extravaganja (it was a marijuana festival), and many people commented about how happy the devotees
were. One person said, “They must be stoned out of their minds because they’re so happy singing the same
song for six hours straight.” Actually, the mantra isn’t even a whole song—it’s just a couple of lines, and we
were feeling ecstatic chanting it for hours. If it were a mundane song or a couple of lines from such a song, we
would not have been able to sing it for very long. But by chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra, which you
freely gave us, we were able to chant for hours, and the longer we chanted the more enthusiastic we became,
and the more ecstatically we danced.

Here in Hartford the devotees want to thank you for giving us the holy names and the blissful service of
giving those holy names to others. We can’t thank you enough, Srila Prabhupada, for all you have given us.
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare!

Your servants at ISKCON East Hartford, Connecticut

(written by Pyari Mohan Dasa)

Finland

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

The Finnish yatra has faced some stiff challenges the last few years. The house we had rented for twenty
years was sold, and we were forced to find a new place. In these modern, secular times it is very difficult for
any spiritual organization to find proper accommodations. The real estate business is such that it was almost
impossible to find a place to accommodate all temple activities, the Bhaktivedanta College, and living facili-
ties. When we would find a suitable place, the cost was far beyond our capacity.
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Still, in this helpless situation we made a full effort and didn’t give up. ISKCON became famous all
around Finland because of our hard struggle to get a proper place. When we first began our search we faced
hardcore political and racist elements that aimed to prevent ISKCON from getting any property whatsoever.
These elements’ illegal and dishonest acts raised a big countermovement that worked to our advantage. The
media and many politicians, scholars, lawyers, Hindu organizations, the Indian ambassador to Finland, and
even the Lutheran Church (Protestants) stepped forward to support ISKCON. We enjoyed vast positive
publicity all over Finland. This showed us clearly the good results of our preaching here for many decades.

To top it all off, the City of Helsinki offered us a very nice big manor house in the center of town. ISK-
CON Finland is now settled down and operating in that government-protected old manor in the middle of
Helsinki. The place fulfills all our needs: it’s perfect for temple activities, congregational preaching, educa-
tional functions, and asrama development. Not only are the devotees happy, but people in general are now
positively aware of ISKCON and its achievements in many different areas.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, these last few years have been a great opportunity for us to perform sarnkirtana
on a wider scale than ever before. They have shown us what is possible when all asramas and varnas work in
unison. The Manor project not only showed that we have more supporters than we ever thought, but it also
made it clear how strong the power of your instructions is and how your movement is nondifferent from Krsna.

Jaya Srila Prabhupada!

Your servants at ISKCON Finland.

(written by Tattvavada Dasa)

Gainesville

Dear Srila Prabhupada,
Please accept my most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.

Mahatma

Mahatmas are broad-minded souls who always see the best.
They tolerate and liberate those others would reject.
Because externals aren’t eternal, they dismiss the dress
and help the soul within begin to truly manifest.

My dear, beloved Master, for a span of forty years,

you offered krsna-bhakti but found few receptive ears.

And then Lord Krsna took you and astonished all your peers
by sailing you unaided to the backside of this sphere.

If you'd been narrow-minded, would you sail behind the earth
to look for lost potential where the others saw no worth?
Retrieving and believing in us, firmly, yet with mirth,

you planted us in fertile lands so ISKCON could take birth.
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You did not curse our craziness, our decadence and flaws;

you won our hearts completely, giving love that had no cause.

You took our best, our fight and drive, our will to scratch and claw,
and sent us out on sankirtana, though we were young and raw.

The drumbeat of critiquing us began that very day,

for everybody honored you, but we were bad, they’d say.
Mistakes we made were epic, and some leaders went astray,
but in our hearts we were too smart to let you get away.

Now as our lives are ending and we look back at the trail,
although it hasn’t gone too far, the train’s still on the rails.
And I recall that frenzied fall when your health finally failed.
You only wanted us with you, and still your love prevails.

Now what will come tomorrow, only Lord Sri Krsna knows.
When East and West don’t neatly mesh, it keeps us on our toes.
Though cripple-minded krpanas still can’t see past their nose,
because you loved us, one and all, your congregation grows.

You are the true Mahatma, Prabhupad, for what you’ve done
is possible because you see all souls as Krsna’s sons.

The quality of mercy is not strained, but gently comes

as tears of separation when your words adorn our tongues.

Your servants at ISKCON Gainesville, Florida, USA.

(written by Kalakantha dasa)

Genova

Dearmost Srila Prabhupada,

I bow down with full respect and love at the dust of your most glorious and eminent lotus feet! Bando
savadhana mate.

Today being the auspicious appearance day of Sripad Srila Ramanujacarya, I feel very inspired to write
about you.

As the potent sampradaya-acarya Sri Ramanuja challenged and defeated the impersonalists, so you
challenged and defeated all our misconceptions and transformed our lives with your strong and merciful
preaching. Thanks to you, today Sri Krsna is known everywhere. Wherever we go, people welcome us as the
Hare Krsna devotees. Your missionary spirit has no limit. At the age of 69, your health very precarious, with
no economic security and no assistants, you traveled to America alone, depending only on your books, your
Guru Maharaja’s order, and the mercy of Sri Krsna. What an example for all of us! We shouldn’t worry about
our old age, our security, our pension, and so on. We should consider the order of Caitanya Mahaprabhu the
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highest priority: yare dekha, tare kaha ‘krsna’-upadesa. We should preach Krsna consciousness to everyone
we meet. Old age is approaching all of us; so let’s make the order and the example of our dearmost Srila
Prabhupada the topmost priority in our lives.

This year in Italy we are celebrating the fortieth anniversary of your visit to our country. In 1974, at the
end of May, you visited our small temple in Rome. Forty years have passed, and now is the time to renew our
vow to purify our lives more and more and dedicate ourselves to your mission—spreading Krsna conscious-
ness all over the world for the benefit of all conditioned souls.

Let’s work together as humble representatives of Your Divine Grace! Jaya Srila Prabhupada, our divine
lord and master! Please allow us to remain forever among your serious and faithful servants.

With love and deep respect,

Your servants in Genova, Italy.

(written by Dayanidhi Dasa)

Gianyar

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Siunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dearmost Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace, the real
messenger of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura!

The radiance of your books has destroyed the proud philosophies of nirvisesa and siinyavadi. You changed
the face and consciousness of the world by distributing love of Godhead to everyone equally.

O Srila Prabhupada, you established the sankirtana movement and dozens of temples, thus fulfilling the
prediction of Lord Gauranga that His name world be heard in every town and village. The history of the
world will record your achievement. The world is eternally indebted to you. You live eternally in the hearts
of your followers.

O Srila Prabhupada, we pray for your kind mercy. May we fallen servants of your servants eternally
remain so.

The servants of your servants at the St $r7 Radha-Madhava Mandira in Gianyar, Bali, Indonesia.

(written by Dhira Dasa and Kisora Krsna Dasa)
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Gita-nagari

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Our dearmost Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our respectful obeisances at the dust of your transcendental lotus feet. All glories to Your
Divine Grace on this most auspicious day of your appearance!

As one by one your disciples and granddisciples leave to join you in the next great adventure, your legacy
for Gita-nagari becomes more pertinent. The vision you gave us, of a self-sufficient agriculture-based devo-
tional community, which you said was “An extremely important part of our Movement,” (letter to Riipanuga,
18 December 1974), is manifesting day by day by your causeless mercy. Gita-nagari now has the only Grade
“A” certified slaughter-free dairy in the USA, serving the devotee communities of New York, New Jersey,
Potomac, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Delaware, Detroit, and Harrisburg. The first shoots of oats and wheat are
emerging from the freshly tilled fields, and the seedlings of the various vegetables we will be growing this
season are already sprouting. The cows are content, protected, and producing delicious creamy milk for the
pleasure of Sri Sri Radha-Damodara; the Health and Wellness Center is ready to offer service to the devotees
and the surrounding community; and everywhere your presence can be felt through your instructions. You
wanted varnasrama to be a reality, and you wanted your farm communities to be at the vanguard. By follow-
ing your guidance we see this “Hospital for the Heart” drawing thousands of people a year, who come here
for the workshops, retreats, prasadam, and festivals, or just to seek shelter from the blazing fire of material
existence, as you said they would.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, as the years fall away, we pray that we may more fully comprehend your divine
greatness and the scope of your enlightened vision. Please keep us engaged in your service and let us never
leave the shelter of your transcendental lotus feet, the shelter of your teachings, and the shelter of your mercy.
Allow your legacy to thrive here in the center of Pennsylvania’s heartland, so that “others may be attracted”
(Gita-nagari evening lecture, 1976) and chant Hare Krsna.

Your grateful and loving disciples, granddisciples, and great-granddisciples at the Gita-nagari farm community
in Port Royal, Pennsylvania, USA.

(written by Yasodamayi Devi Dasi)

Guyana

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Unlike ordinary living entities, who must take birth in this material world, you appeared by your own
choice to execute Lord Caitanya’s sacred mission of spreading Krsna consciousness worldwide. Srila Bhakti-
vinoda Thakura predicted this feat, and the Caitanya-mangala foretold your advent, as did the Brahma-vaivarta

147



Purana. Your goal was always clear; you never doubted but always had firm faith in the words of your spiritual
master. In this way your life was perfectly exemplary.

The pure devotees wander throughout the universe not for their personal, selfish interests but to purify all
the conditioned souls. As the 50th anniversary of the founding of ISKCON nears, we in Guyana are making
a humble effort to spread your glories to every corner of the country. Our dedicated devotees at the Nimai
Pandit Study Centre, near the University of Guyana, are working toward building a brand-new temple there
by 2016 as an offering to you. Many innovative initiatives are also planned. And out of your divine mercy
you are sending so many very capable devotees who are so diligently assisting in your divine mission here in
Guyana. Our humble realization is that whatever good there is in us, Srila Prabhupada, is simply the fruit
of the endeavor you made. We have had other accomplishments this past year, but we are always aware that
whatever we’ve done so far is insufficient.

Please allow us in the Guyana yatra to be an instrument in spreading your glories far and wide. Our
foremost duty is to help everyone get an opportunity to receive your blessings, which you so mercifully be-
stow if we learn the secret of simply linking with your ISKCON. We can only marvel at how much more we
have to discover about your transcendental personality. The more you allow us to participate in this Krsna
consciousness movement, the more we experience newer chapters in this great spiritual adventure. We pray
that we can always remember the great contributions you have made to human society, and also the great
struggle you underwent to bring the teachings of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu to the Western countries.

Our realizations are tiny, and our minds are covered by anarthas. Therefore we feel so far away from you,
Srila Prabhupada. Still, we desire to stay under the cool shade of your lotus feet and serve you. Please allow
us to be useful; allow us to always stay in the association of your devotees despite having so many faults. You
said that all the material opulences in this world are like so many zeroes—absolutely useless. However, if a
person adds the “one” of Krsna in front of all those zeroes, he will become very rich. Srila Prabhupada, you
are the one who provides that “one.” We pray that we may become a fit candidate to receive that “one” from
you, and that we may also help others receive that “one” from you. We pray that we may be engaged in your
service always, and we thank you for allowing us the opportunity to be engaged thus far in our lives.

You allowed us to understand the reality of the spiritual world, you allowed us to taste the nectar of chant-
ing the holy names, you gave us service that can qualify us for returning home, back to Godhead, you gave
us mahda-prasadam, which is so dear to all your devotees, and you gave us a reason for wanting to continue
living in this world, which is quickly progressing toward hell. How, therefore, can we think for a moment that
anything is more important than your instructions and teachings? As a result, out of gratitude the least we
can do is simply focus on your desires and make them our life and soul. We should never doubt your words
and try to rationalize our inability to fully surrender to you. We should know without any doubt that there
can be no happiness in this world without full surrender to Krsna and His pure representative.

Srila Prabhupada, we pray that our gratitude for what you have done for us will continue to be the
motivating force that inspires us to help you in your mission and to struggle to conquer over all obstacles.
By forgiveness and tolerance and continuing faith, we can emerge victorious over the tricks of Kali. It is a
mistake to limit our conception of you to your manifest pastimes when you were physically present on this
earth. We are aware that you are in everything in ISKCON. Please bless us that we can become exclusively
and selflessly attached to your glorious service.

We beg your forgiveness for making such a poor offering, and for our boldness in expressing our deter-
mination to continue being yours through thick and thin. Still we pray that you will bless us in this coming
year with the energy and commitment to better satisfy you by our service. Be compassionate upon us and
remove from our hearts all inauspicious things. We are weak and cripple-minded. We depend on your mercy.
Kindly keep us in some corner of your fragrant lotus feet.

Your insignificant servants at ISKCON Guyana.

(written by Paramatma Dasa)
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Hong Kong

Our dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet on this auspicious day.

You strengthen the devotees in the far-east countries. We are so thankful for your influence in ISKCON’’s
Hong Kong temple and in China. There are myriads of wandering conditioned souls in China, who, by your
grace, can understand the goal of life. By studying your commentated translations of the scriptures and by
following the example you have set for us, we have the opportunity to leave this temporary, miserable material
world and return to the eternal, blissful abode of Sri Krsna. Through your books and lectures, Your Divine
Grace guides the devotees with the sublime teachings of the scriptures, which display the scientific knowledge
of the creation of the material world and extol the mercy of Krsna, the beauty of the spiritual world, and the
glories of devotional service. Through the process of devotional service we are gradually becoming purified
of material desires and spiritually enlivened. You are so merciful for allowing such fallen, conditioned souls
as ourselves to have the shelter of your lotus feet.

Sri Mayapur dhama is the headquarters of ISKCON. By your blessings the magnificent Temple of the
Vedic Planetarium there will help spread the glories of the Lord all over the world. With unflinching deter-
mination your disciples and granddisciples have been fulfilling your desire to build the TOVP project. In a
few years it will be completed, by you mercy.

We also hope that the project in Sri Mayapur will help bring the devotees in Hong Kong, Taiwan, and
China into sweet and blissful association with one another and with other devotees from around the globe.
It is our sincere desire that people all over the world be blessed and inspired and find their love for God and
for one another increasing by the influence of Sri Mayapur dhama. May the devotees become empowered to
taste the spiritual nectar from the ocean of love brought forth by Lord Caitanya.

All glories to you, Srila Prabhupada, for your love, your compassion, and your instructions. You make this
world a world of rainbows. You and your disciples have been spreading the mercy of Sri Sri Radha-Krsna, Lord
Caitanya, and Lord Nityananda all over the world. Please help us distribute this truth and enlighten people
with the knowledge that all work except devotional service to Lord Krsna is bondage. May we remember your
love and your instructions in our daily service. May we embrace and cherish all that you have given us. We
offer our humble obeisances unto the dust of your lotus feet.

Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!

Your servants at ISKCON Hong Kong.

(written by Lalita Sundari Devi Dasi)

Jagannatha Puri

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our sata-sahasra-koti-dandavat pranamas. All glories to you!

Srila Prabhupada, at birth your parents may have noticed fearlessness in you, and that is why they named
you Abhay. In this way glorification of you started.

Now your disciples and granddisciples glorify you every year on your Appearance Day for what you did
for human society. | am very eager to know how your friends and associates glorify you on your present planet.
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I'm sure all of them must be lagging behind you in rendering service to the Supreme Lord. Do they glorify
you for the service you did on this planet, for you service you’re doing there?
Please bestow your mercy on us so that we can also glorify the service you render to the Supreme Enjoyer.
Begging to remain your menial servants,

Your devotees at ISKCON Puri and Silchar, India.

(written by Gaura-Nitai Dasa)

Karuna Bhavan

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you on this day of your auspicious appearance! It is
our great fortune and privilege that we are able to take part in this worldwide celebration.

Your life was an unparalleled example of patience, determination, and enthusiasm in all circumstances.
Nothing could break your faithfulness to the instructions and desires of your beloved spiritual master, of
the guru-parampara, and of the cherished Lord of your heart, Sri Krsna. You knew success was in His hands.
Without having that living ideal before us, how could we expect the possibility of success beyond our dreams
to the dream that is yours?

In New Vrindavan in June of 1976, you said “I have given you some framework. Now you fill up. Make
it a nice building.” In Los Angeles in May of 1972, you called it a “framework of expansion.” To make a nice
building, professional craftsmen are needed, craftsmen who take pride in doing a perfect job with a finish-
ing touch. Similarly, we see how so many thoughtful devotees, grateful for the privilege of serving you, have
been innovative and have become expert in their field of preaching. So many nice programs, projects, and
departments have been constructed. They give devotees so many tools and resources to initiate, preserve, and
deepen their Krsna consciousness and that of others. In this way the devotees channel the spiritual energy
that flows from your heart, via their hearts, to the hearts of others—an energy that is driven by compassion
and the desire to please guru and Krsna and deliver all fallen souls. Thus empowered, the members of your
spiritual family are increasing by the thousands.

As the servants of your servants, we aspire to follow in their footprints.

Karuna Bhavan became famous for its book distribution and for thereby helping other temples finan-
cially. “Gauranga” became a household name in Scotland. But so many difficulties also arose that caused
some setbacks. This is now history. Those who remain are a dedicated few. As we have matured, we have made
mistakes. But we’re not allowing ourselves to be crippled by them or by any accompanying criticism. Senior
and more experienced Vaisnavas are assisting us toward great achievements.

We have been making a mark in the yoga scene with kirtana and prasadam distribution. In Scotland
there’s no competition. The field is practically untouched. When we ask for feedback, the most common
response is “Nothing can be improved.”

We toured northern Scotland last year, planting some seeds of interest. We made a few contacts that
look promising for big public festivals in the future, but in general a follow-up in the north would be difficult
due to distance. It was a lot of hard work and sacrifice for too little a result. So this year we’re planning to
focus locally, where many seeds have already been planted by many years of book distribution, upon which
Karuna Bhavan was built. Continued contact would then be easier, with a view to making more devotees.

So many temples are flourishing by communicating with and taking a personal interest in the members
of their congregation. We have been taking help from devotees who have become professional in this field.
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So far the biggest result is in Edinburgh, where the devotees have maintained a Nama-hatta continuously for
eighteen years. With the introduction of an accompanying Bhakti Vriksha program, a core of very sincere
devotees has developed into a small, close-knit community. They meet regularly for kirtana and Krsna book
reading, and they attend the temple at least once a month. For your pleasure, the Edinburgh devotees desire
to reestablish the Centre of Vedic Culture there.

Begging for your blessings as we attempt to continue the expansion of your framework in Scotland, we
remain

The servants of your servants at Karuna Bhavan, ISKCON Scotland.

Khasadesh

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Your granddisciples in Khasadesh are showing increasing dedication and progress on the path of bhakti,
and in sharing it with others. It is by your mercy only that the knowledge of Krsna consciousness and the
glories of the sankirtana movement of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu are changing the hearts of so many in this
godforsaken land. Just as Lord Rama appreciated the efforts of the spider in its attempt to push small grains
of sand to help build the bridge to victory and dharma, you kindly encourage us every day in our infantile
steps in building a bright spiritual future for many Chinese souls.

The translation of your books is ongoing. Your dedicated team of translators have this year completed
the Twelve Cantos of Srimad-Bhagavatam, and other titles are being translated for mass distribution. Each
book, each chapter, each word, is a rain of flowers in the hearts of those who, as in a desert, hanker for knowl-
edge of the soul and everlasting happiness away from the heat of the ultramaterialism and impersonalism
that plague this vast land. Increasingly, too, your Chinese servants enjoy spending time in the holy dhamas
of Sri Mayapur and Sri Vrndavana, where they chant and dance with no restrictions for weeks on end, as
you instructed. This is also your immense mercy, and we are grateful to you for offering us this opportunity.

The strong family that you created and that you originally placed under the care of your dedicated ser-
vant Tamal Krsna Goswami is expanding far and wide. The satellite yatras of Taiwan, Hong Kong, and the
Philippines are all harmoniously joined with Khasadesh, and with the constant presence of your dedicated
disciples, who give their love, care, and association in so many ways, we are securely on the path to spiritual
success, all the way to your lotus feet.

On this auspicious day we pray that you will shower even more of your kindness, blessings, and mercy
upon us for another year of long hours of service, tireless preaching, intense sadhana, and the continuous at-
tempt to cleanse our hearts by the chanting of the holy names of Krsna. Let us be like soft clay in your perfect
hands so we may serve your mission with great devotion and bring pride to the Gaudiya Vaisnava parampara.

Your servants in Khasadesh (China).
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Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you!

In my teenage years [ used to visit the Hare Krsna temple with my friends. At that time it was only one of
a hundred spots we would visit. Then I ran away from home and started to think, “What really has value for
me?” [ was surprised to realize that the temple was the place my most dear to my heart. I didn’t know anything
about devotional service at the time, but devotees made a deep impression on my soul.

As time passed, your ISKCON movement became the oasis that saved my life. It became much more than
a lighthouse in the dark, much more than an antidote for a man dying of poison. Srila Prabhupada, you took
the shining cintamani dust of Vrndavana and distributed it all around the globe, like Prometheus did with
fire. You gave us a place to stay and engagement in Lord Krsna’s service. I pray that all people may one day
experience cooling effect of the shade of your lotus feet.

Your eternal servants in Lithuania.

(written by Sankirtana Dasa)

Kiev

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet on this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-piija
celebration on the 118th anniversary of your appearance.

Taking the opportunity of this glorious event, we are trying as far as we can to glorify the limitless ocean
of your transcendental qualities, just for our own purification.

You taught us not only by your words but by your own example, just as Lord Caitanya accepted the posi-
tion of a devotee and taught devotional service by practicing it Himself (Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi 3.20-21):

apani karimu bhakta-bhava angikare
apani acari’ bhakti sikhaimu sabare

[Lord Caitanya said:] “I shall accept the role of a devotee, and I shall teach devotional service by
practicing it Myself.

apane na kaile dharma sikhana na yaya
ei ta’ siddhanta gita-bhagavate gaya

“Unless one practices devotional service himself, he cannot teach it to others. This conclusion is
indeed confirmed throughout the Gita and Bhagavatam.”

Srila Prabhupada, you once said that your books are nondifferent from you, and this is the absolute truth.

The ninth chapter of the Adi-lila of Sri Caitanya-caritamrta describes how Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
Himself became the tree of devotional service and its gardener:
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I take shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who Himself is the
tree of transcendental love of Krsna, its gardener, and also the bestower and enjoyer of its fruits. . . .
Thus the Lord brought the desire tree of devotional service to this earth and became its gardener. He
sowed the seed and sprinkled upon it the water of His will. . . . By His inconceivable powers, the Lord
became the gardener, the trunk, and the branches simultaneously. [Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi9.6,9,12]

Your ISKCON is also a branch of the Caitanya tree of devotional service, and you, like Lord Caitanya,
are also its gardener, for you are carefully nourishing this growing tree until one day it will include all the
countries, cities, villages, and houses in this world. And, like Lord Caitanya, you are distributing the fruits
of the tree by the handful to all the poor and hungry people:

The transcendental gardener, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu distributed handful after handful of fruit
in all directions, and when the poor, hungry people ate the fruit, the gardener smiled with great
pleasure. [Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi 9.30)

We witnessed all of this during last year’s Bhakti Sangama festival, when thousands of devotees and
guests participated in wonderful and powerful kirtana, and all their faces reflected your divine smile. In this
way your life will be an example for ten thousand years, bringing the highest benefit to others.

You are the example of how to carry out this famous order of Lord Caitanya’s:

bharata-bhiimite haila manusya janma yara
janma sarthaka kari’ kara para-upakara

One who has taken his birth as a human being in the land of India [Bhﬁrata—varsal should make his
life successful and work for the benefit of all other people. [Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi 9.41]

You are the perfect example of how to do this with compassion and the tolerance of a tree. Anyone who
personally came in contact with you attained the highest eternal benefit. We can see this by contemplating
the lives of your disciples who for the last forty years or so have unceasingly and tirelessly helped you distribute
the fruits of Lord Caitanya’s tree.

Please empower us to deliver your sublime message to the world purely, without any distortion, by coop-
erating in your service.

Your servants at the New Navadvipa Mandir in Kiev, Ukraine.

(written by Bhairavatarjaka Dasa)

London (Soho)

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble and respectful obeisances. All glories to you and this amazing ISKCON
movement spreading like wildfire across the globe!

Another year has passed, and sometimes it is hard to keep up with all that is happening in our small
corner of the world.
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Over the last year we have seen here in London some amazing progress in the areas of community
development, team building, and focus on a new temple for Their Most Beautiful Lordships Sri Sri Radha-
Londonisvara.

Last year we initiated a project to focus on trying to fulfill your vision for London, Srila Prabhupada.
We know how important this was to you. It is our strong desire that your most beloved Deities Sri Sri Radha-
Londonisvara be situated in a facility that is befitting. We truly want to please you and the whole parampara.

We started a petition to acquire land in Regent’s Park and are working on designs for something spe-
cial—something more than just a temple, Srila Prabhupada. We want to erect a holy place of transcendental
pastimes that will attract unlimited souls to the service of the Lord and bring together devotees in order to
deepen their loving exchanges and their faith in Guru and Krsna.

Srila Prabhupada, we are in need of your mercy and guidance. Please help us become pure instruments
of your divine will and desire. Please help us co-operate to satisfy you and Their Lordships.

We simply want to become your humble and surrendered servants.

All glories to you, Srila Prabhupada!

Your servants at ISKCON London (Soho), UK.

London (South)

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to you, Srila Prabhupada,
on this most auspicious day!

Srila Prabhupada, instead of staying in Vrndavana, you spent your valuable time giving us the sweet
nectar of Krsna consciousness. Even if all of us thank you from the bottom of our hearts for this effort for
the rest of our lives, it will not be enough. Your books are saving the whole world and are also the safety net
protecting us from the material miseries we encounter daily. We do not know where we would be without
your divine grace and your transcendental books.

Srila Prabhupada, you are indeed the jagad-guru of all the lost souls. All your granddisciples are united
only by you. Even though we may all have different diksa-gurus, you are the siksa-guru of all living entities.
At ISKCON South London, devotees have come together due to your books and teachings. We have been
able to do some small amount preaching due to the powerful weapons you provided us for this age—your
books. Lord Caitanya gave us the yuga-dharma, the chanting of the holy names, and you gave us the yuga
weapons, your books.

During last year’s Christmas marathon the whole temple was so inspired to distribute your books that we
were able to go out every day and far surpassed all our previous efforts. We have tried to place your books in
many of the houses in Croydon and hope to place Bhagavad-gitas in all the schools in the area.

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for spending your precious time translating and writing so many books.
These books are invaluable in our preaching. Your blessings are also with each and every devotee who reads
any of your books.

nr-deham adyam su-labham su-durlabham
plavam su-kalpam guru-karnadharam
mayanukiilena nabhasvateritam
puman bhavabdhim na taret sa arma-ha
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“The human body, which can award all benefit in life, is automatically obtained by the laws of nature, although
it is a very rare achievement. This human body can be compared to a perfectly constructed boat having the
spiritual master as the captain and the instructions of the Personality of Godhead as favorable winds impelling
it on its course. Considering all these advantages, a human being who does not utilize his human life to cross
the ocean of material existence must be considered the killer of his own soul.” (grimad—Bhdgavatam 11.20.17)

Srila Prabhupada, this year, by your grace, the devotees put in more effort in many ways:

e We held two Diwali festivals outside the temple, which attracted many new people to Krsna conscious-
ness.

e We visited sixteen schools, where we were allowed to do Diwali presentations to a total of approximately
four thousand children. The children were very receptive to the chanting of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra.

® During the month of Karttika, we held sat-sangas in a different home every day, and more than a
thousand devotees offered candles to Lord Damodara during the month.

® As mentioned above, the Christmas marathon was our most successful yet. Many devotees participated
in the distribution of your Bhagavad-gita, and, thanks to your divine grace, they were enthused by this service.

e Recently we held a very successful Rama Navami festival at the Oshwal Hall. This festival attracted
five hundred people, who chanted the holy names and enjoyed performances of Bharat Natyam dances and
a drama performed by the Bhaktivedanta Players.

Srila Prabhupada, we pray that you will continue to keep us engaged in your service.

Your foolish disciples at ISKCON South London, UK.

Malaga

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai $ri-gurave namah

titiksavah karunikah suhrdah sarva-dehinam
ajata-satravah santah sadhavah sadhu-bhiisanah

“The symptoms of a sadhu are that he is tolerant, merciful, and friendly to all living entities. He has no enemies.
He is peaceful, he abides by the scriptures, and all his characteristics are sublime. (Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.25.21)

mitkam karoti vacalam pangum langhayate girim
yat-krpa tam aham vande  $ri-gurum dina-taranam

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, the deliverer of the fallen souls. His mercy turns

the dumb into eloquent speakers and enables the lame to cross mountains.” (Sridhara SvamT’s commentary
on Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.1.1)
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Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace on this auspicious day of your
Vyasa-pajal

In 1965, at the age of 69, you left the shores of India and embarked on your journey to the Western world
to spread the holy names of Lord Krsna and deliver the fallen souls from the nescience of material existence.
In spite of your advanced age and your enduring all kinds of difficulties, you were determined to fulfill the
desire of your spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, to propagate the science of Krsna
consciousness in the Western world. You had complete confidence in the ultimate success of your mission
because of your firm faith in the prophecy of Caitanya Mahaprabhu that His holy name would be chanted
in every town and village in the world. Because of your full surrender to Lord Krsna and your taking shelter
of the lotus feet of your spiritual master, you were able to accomplish your mission.

For you, preaching was always the essence. This you stated in your own Vyasa-piija offering to your Guru
Maharaja in 1961, which you called Vaisistyastakam. Srila Prabhupada, you are the savior of the fallen souls
in this material world. Without your kindness, we would never have known our real goal of life as human
beings, nor would we ever have known that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is Sri Krsna.

Some verses from your Vaisistyastakam:

12. To see a sense enjoyer is just like drinking poison, but you, O my master, go far and near, even
abroad, to give them your darsana [and the mercy of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu].

13. Mlecchas and yavanas are forbidden to enter the Hindu temples, but you, my lord, made them the
chairmen and sat them in the assembly of devotees.

15. In the cities of Kali-yuga the instructions of the bona fide spiritual preceptors are “forbidden”;
still you remain there in any way possible.

16. The devotees want to hide in a secluded place to perform their bhajana. You, however, do not
accept this in your judgment.

17. Wherever there is an increase in population, in that place preaching work is to be found.

Below are some other verses from Your Divine Grace’s VaiSistyastakam, written as you were preparing
your First Canto volumes of Srimad-Bhagavatam and planning your worldwide mission. Srila Prabhupada, you
always had a very clear Krsna conscious vision; you were drdha-vrata, absolutely resolute in your determination
to deliver the world.

25. But simply a festival of flowers and fruits does not constitute worship. The one who serves the
message of the guru really worships him.

26. The service of the message is the real meaning of the Vedas. Don’t be proud, brothers. Come
back to this.

27. Kalidas Nag [a learned man who was defeated by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura and
later became his disciple] said in a public forum one day:

28. “Kali’s mission is to kill the entire world while the essential meaning of Lord Caitanya’s message
is kept locked in a cage.”

In the Caitanya-candrodaya-natakam it is said that Kali (the personification of the age of quarrel and
hypocrisy) became sad upon the appearance of Lord Caitanya. Up until then, Kali’s main soldiers—irreligion,
falsehood, lust, anger, and greed—were very proud that in this age they had already captured and disabled all
the saintly persons by their powerful influence. But seeing their master, Kali, very sad, these soldiers asked
him, “Why are you so afraid of just one inexperienced son of a brahmana? We have already defeated all the
great Vedic scholars and learned panditas. What can this one brahmana boy do?”

Kali replied, “Oh, you do not know that this brahmana boy is not ordinary. I foresee that He will purify all the
fallen souls. Simply by his sankirtana he will turn Kali-yuga into Satya-yuga. He is Lord Narayana Himself. Indeed,
I’m fortunate that He is appearing in my jurisdiction. Even though I will be defeated, I will also be delivered.”
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Only Lord Caitanya and His empowered generals like you, Srila Prabhupada, can change the face of the
earth. The Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 2.159) says that devotees of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu are so
powerful that each of them can deliver the whole universe.

So we gather together to express our gratitude to you. We cannot truly understand the gigantic blessings
you have given us through your herculean preaching efforts, your patience, your dedication, and, most of all,
your compassion. There is no one in the three worlds who can give anyone something more valuable than
what you gave us.

In the present degraded age, when we are threatened from every side, when even the concept of
spirituality is often corrupted, what would have been our fate without the blessings you gave us? If we could
truly understand the magnitude of your blessings, we would know that there is nothing else for us to do but
distribute your books or in some other way help book distribution.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, forgive us for not yet having inundated the world with your books. This is our
obligation. So please forgive us, for we still haven’t absorbed ourselves completely in the service of your lotus
feet. Therefore please give us your blessings so we can do it and thus fully express our gratitude to you for
your mercy upon us.

We ask for your blessings because on our own we will not be able to inundate the world with your books.
Only through your mercy can we do this and much more. Thank you amillion times and more, Srila Prabhupada.

We wish to achieve your blessings so that we will become expert at serving the lotus feet of your servants.
Srila Prabhupada, that’s all we can present to you as our humble offering. We pray for your mercy and the
mercy of your disciples so that you and they may continue to guide us in our attempt to progress in Krsna
consciousness.

Thank you very much, Srila Prabhupada. May your glories be proclaimed throughout the three worlds.

Your humble, faithful followers and great admirers at ISKCON Malaga, Spain.

Manchester

Dearest Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most sincere humble obeisances. All glories unto you, our dear lord and master!

Please accept our deepest heartfelt gratitude for your kind gift of Krsna consciousness. Thank you for the
International Society of Krishna Consciousness, a transcendental gateway to our eternal home, the abode of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Sri Radha and Krsna.

Within this transcendental gateway, ISKCON, lie all truths, the acts of devotion, and all blissful symptoms
of loving service. ISKCON is your gift of rejuvenation and the oasis of transcendental nectar that we are
forever seeking. However, due to our material vision, sometimes this oasis appears to be ever distant and
to be imposing a constant uphill struggle for success. Due to foolishness and being blinded by our material
conditioning, we cannot understand the real essence of spiritual progress.

You have given us everything we need within the society of ISKCON. There is nothing to add or remove.
Everything is there in its full splendor, but that splendor is invisible to the untrained eye, just as gemstones
are appreciated only by those who understand their value.

Sometimes visions of failure emerge due to past conditioning and the lack of determined enthusiasm, and
these visions lead us to emphasize imperfections rather than seek viable solutions. While it can be easy in these
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circumstances to become absorbed in the desire for recognition (whether it be knowingly or unknowingly), we
unwittingly place ourselves in deeper illusion and frustration. Your Divine Grace has very nicely described the
true path of spiritual emancipation: cooperation. Within the spirit of cooperation to please you, we can truly
find all answers we seek. The heart and mind increasingly become blissfully surrendered at your lotus feet,
where we find an ever-shining shelter of hope, loving service, and deep satisfaction, for which we are eternally
grateful. Therefore we pray wholeheartedly that this spirit of cooperation may ever be present in our hearts.

ISKCON Manchester continues its preaching mission, focused on three key areas, namely outreach
preaching, prasadam distribution, and congregational chanting of the holy names. The core congregation
of devotees are grhasthas with children, and that fact has led us to promote family worship of the Supreme
Lord, creating an attractive setting for visitors and the public at large.

Over the past year some notable changes have taken place here at ISKCON Manchester. The number
of core devotees has reduced significantly due to devotees’ jobs or family commitments taking them to other
places. While this reduction has affected how much we can reach out and support further expansion, it has
also given us an opportunity to concentrate on the remaining core devotees and, where possible, re-allocate
responsibilities to those who are able. Currently ISKCON Manchester has no full-time serving devotees, and
so we are fully dependent on volunteers.

By the Lord’s grace we are seeing more new visitors to ISKCON Manchester from diverse backgrounds.
While this is very encouraging, it will take some time before we see the fruits— these individuals’ becoming
committed devotees. The other challenge the management faces with the reduced core devotee congregation
is the increased demand of temple services on the remaining initiated devotees. We are greatly fortunate that
they are so dedicated and willing, but there service time is limited because they have to balance their temple
services with responsibilities relating to work, home, and children.

We continue tosupport outreach preaching via Nama-hatta groupsin Bolton, Stoke-on-Trent, Warrington,
North Wales, and Stockport, and we are working with the Scottish yatra to support other areas, such as
Preston, Leeds, and Liverpool. We hope that these yatras will gradually develop stronger, more self-sufficient
devotees and increase the congregational links during key festivals.

We host more than 250 visitors at key festivals, which we now hold at external venues, helping to widen
our outreach to the community at large. His Grace Jagadatma Prabhu runs the Stockport storefront center
full-time with very little resources, and he has done extremely well by attracting local interest. He has recently
started Sunday Feast programs to reinforce a stronger local focus on Krsna consciousness.

Sloka recitation classes for children are going on in Bolton and Manchester. We hope this foundational
training for younger devotees will help train future preachers and brahmanas for the mission.

We hold five main annual events to create increased traction for the Northwest ISKCON mission. These
are the North Spring Retreat, Manchester Ratha-yatra, Gaura Pirnima festival, Janmastami festival, and
twelve-hour kirtana during Karttika. These events stimulate immense cooperation and significantly cement
loving relationships among devotees and visitors alike.

Kindly bless us, Srila Prabhupada, so that we will always focus on the needs of the devotees who are
dedicating their lives to helping push forward your missionary activities. Please guide us to keep Lord Krsna
in the center of all our activities by deeply understanding your desires to serve Him in all circumstances. May
we see challenges as great opportunities for advancement in devotional service, and may we always seek to
find solutions that bring greater unity despite apparent diversity.

We beg to truly embrace the many different ways devotional service is rendered. Please increase our
maturity so we may deeply transform the core of our hearts and imbibe the virtue of selfless loving service.

Your insignificant servants at ISKCON Manchester, UK.
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Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you, for you have blessed us
all with the privilege of devotional service.

On this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-piija celebration, we are especially appreciating your gift of the
devotional process of Deity worship. In February 1936, in your Vyasa-piija offering to your spiritual master,
His Divine Grace Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Prabhupada, you wrote a poem containing this stanza:

Absolute is sentient
Thou hast proved,

Impersonal calamity
Thou hast removed.

Your spiritual master very much liked your poem, and especially these lines. It showed him that you had
fully realized the essence of his teachings, namely, that the Absolute Truth is the Supreme Person and that
we each have an eternal personal relationship with Him. Nearly thirty years later, when you journeyed to
the United States to preach, you continued to propagate the same essential truth. Understanding that the
Western world was heavily covered by passion and ignorance and impersonal tendencies, you took the bold
step of introducing the devotional process of Deity worship to Westerners.

The International Society for Krishna Consciousness is popularly known as The Hare Krsna Movement
because everything is centered on chanting the holy names of the Lord, especially the Hare Krsna maha-
mantra. You revealed to us the life of Srila Haridasa Thakura—how he chanted 300,000 holy names of the
Lord each day and propagated the importance of chanting the holy names. You also warned us not to imitate
him by staying in a secluded place and attempting to chant japa all day. You knew that none of us are able
to follow such a rigorous practice and that we needed to be engaged in many kinds of attractive devotional
activities. Srila Riipa Gosvami has enumerated sixty-four activities by which a novice devotee practicing
vaidhi-sadhana-bhakti can engage all his senses in the service of the Lord. Among these activities, he has
selected five as principal:

1. Hearing Srimad-Bhagavatam

2. Association with advanced devotees

3. Living in a sacred place, such as Mathura

4. Chanting the holy name of the Lord

5. Serving the Deity form of the Lord with great faith

Of the fifty-nine remaining items, at least thirty-five are directly related to Deity worship. That makes
the fifth item, serving the Lord in His Deity form, especially significant, since it includes so many ways to
serve the Lord. Deity worship itself can be broken down into sixty-four items, and many of those find their
counterparts in the original sixty-four items given by Srila Riipa Gosvami.

One of the practical benefits of Deity worship is that it helps us change our consciousness from being
absorbed in material sense gratification to being absorbed in satisfying Lord Krsna. Practically speaking, the
most miserable thing in life is to work hard for our personal happiness. The harder we try to become happy
ourselves, independent of the Lord’s service, the more unhappy we become. In Deity worship we regularly
serve Lord Krsna by dressing Him, feeding Him, holding festivals for Him, chanting His holy names, revealing
our minds to Him, and more. By feeling the satisfaction of beautifully dressing the Lord, we gradually lose the
desire to decorate our own bodies. By cooking wonderful preparations for the Lord to eat, we gradually become
so satisfied that we lose our greed to eat opulent food. By working cooperatively to hold wonderful festivals
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for the Lord, we enjoy those festivals so much that we lose our desire for mundane parties and social events.

Lord Krsna is always our well-wishing friend, and He is present in our heart to guide us. The Deity of Krsna
is identical to the Lord in the heart, and He understands all our happiness and distress, anxieties and desires.
Just as we can reveal our mind to a friend and get relief from some intense anxiety we are holding within, so
we can reveal our mind to the Deity and get that same relief. As a close friend may offer some good advice to
help us, so the Deity, from within the heart, will reciprocate with us. For example, we may feel upset about
the actions of some devotee and want to confront him or her, but at the same time we know that emotionally
we will get hurt, or that we may make an offense by directly dealing with the situation ourselves. If we reveal
our feelings to the Deity, He may tell us, “Trust Me, I will take care of the problem better than you can.” If
we follow the Lord’s guidance, we will see that He will take care of the situation in the best way possible and
that we will not be hurt emotionally or spiritually. We will also increase our faith in Him and love for Him.

Srila Prabhupada, you have given us many detailed instructions on how to worship the Deities. For
example, you have taught us to not keep prasaidam and bhoga in the same refrigerator. Sometimes we do not
take those rules so seriously, but you explained that if we are not even willing to follow some simple rules
then how can we show Lord Krsna we want to love Him? If we follow the rules and guidelines for Deity wor-
ship under your direction, that endeavor will show the Lord we want to advance in spiritual life, and He will
reciprocate by granting us that advancement.

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for giving the world the privilege of Deity service. You took a great risk
by engaging your disciples in Deity worship, since the Deity is the Lord Himself and we are not qualified for
such intimate service to the Lord. Here at ISKCON Miami we pray that you will send more devotees who
are eager to serve our Deities and that you will guide those who render such service how to do so with a pure
heart. Hare Krsna.

Your humble servants at ISKCON Miami, Florida, USA.

Midrand

Dearest Srila Prabhupada,
Please accept our prostrated obeisances in the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine
Loving Grace! All glories to your Sri Vyasa-paja!

So much trouble to gift us this process you have undergone.

In every endeavor, you did the Lord depend upon.

When times got tougher, your devotion by purity and devotion you fortified.
Steadfastly with every word and deed you the Lord have glorified.

The lesson of your devoted life is thus most instructive,

Teaching us how to cross Maya’s hurdles and to remain devotionally productive.
You afforded us the best of everything so causelessly,

Saying that if we felt indebted we should preach this message vigorously.

Our attempts here in the last two years are possible only by your mercy—

Many newspaper articles, regular gatherings, and book distribution weekly;

Food for life monthly; regular hall programs and courses based on your teachings;
New souls becoming inspired, and here in Midrand a new temple opening.
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To please you in service is our only desire and fervent prayer.

To create a loving family of servitors we do aspire.

May our humble attempts to Your Divine Grace bring pleasure.

We depend your words “The grandfather is more merciful than the father.”

Your aspiring servants at ISKCON Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa.

(written by Madri Devi Dasi)

Montreal

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances on this auspicious day of your divine appearance.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu predicted that in as many towns and villages as there are on the surface of the
earth, His holy name will be preached: prehivite ache yata nagaradi grama/ sarvatra pracara haibe mora nama
(Caitanya-bhagavata, Antya-khanda 4.126)

The Lord showered His mercy on you, dear Srila Prabhupada, so that you could go to many countries
and make devotees of thousands of people who had never before heard of Krsna or had any knowledge of the
Vedic civilization. Kysna-sakti vina nahe tara pravartana: “Without being specially empowered by Krsna, no
one can preach His glories all over the world.” It is amazing that wherever one goes on this planet there is an
[SKCON temple nearby, where devotees follow the standard temple programs, perform harinama, distribute
your books and prasadam, etc..

Another reason for your success is that you had unflinching faith in Krsna and your spiritual master,
His Divine Grace Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura. You took to heart the order of your spiritual master
to spread Krsna’s glories all around the world.

In 1952 you launched the League of Devotees in Jhansi, aiming to widely preach the invaluable knowledge
of the Bhagavad-gita, by which one can be delivered from the clutches of maya and go back to the spiritual
world.

You started Back to Godhead magazine single-handedly and went out daily in the oppressive heat of a
New Delhi summer to sell the magazines at tea stalls.

To preach in the West you would have to have books, and so you started translating Srimad-Bhagavatam,
and by Lord Krsna’s arrangement and your Guru Maharaja’s blessing you arrived in New York in 1965 with
only forty rupees.

In the early days you met with many obstacles, but nothing could discourage you from your mission. Your
tape recorder was stolen when you lived at Dr. Mishra’s office, and later you had to live on the Bowery in a
madman’s loft, and you had to walk in areas filled with dirt, bums, hippies, drug addicts, weirdos, and drunks
lying on the street.

Your deep love for Krsna was manifested by your constant endeavor to establish the mission of Caitanya

164



Mahaprabhu. Your purity, deep conviction, knowledge, and love of God attracted young hippies, who for the
first time found someone they could trust, and a few sincerely followed your guidance.

After successfully opening centers in New York and San Francisco, you sent devotees to Montreal in 1967.
The following year you came here for a few months to bless our city. The devotees, by your mercy, opened a
temple on Park Avenue; they would go out every day for harinama and book distribution. In the early days
the devotees had a rough time with the police, who would sometimes break their neckbeads and then throw
the devotees in jail overnight. Yet they were not discouraged, because they were confident that you were
showering your unlimited grace on them. They were fully surrendered at your lotus feet. Although they were
living in an austere condition, they were very happy to serve in your mission.

In 1975 you came to visit our newly acquired temple on Pie IX boulevard, near the Olympic stadium.
After the guru-piija you gave a wonderful class, encouraging us to become more Krsna conscious in our daily
activities. Later the devotees gave you a tour of the building. Just by the dust of your lotus feet, our temple
has become a place of pilgrimage.

Today your devotees here go out regularly on harinama and distribute your books and prasadam with
full enthusiasm. All our major festivals attract many people, and we have regular visits from high school and
university students eager to know about our philosophy.

Recently we opened a new preaching center in a predominantly French area; it’s called The Bhakti Cen-
ter. By your blessings we hope to spread the glories of Vedic knowledge and expand our preaching activities.

Srila Prabhupada, you are an ocean of mercy for many reasons, but especially because of your books,
which have saved many lives around the world. Your books have been translated into all the major languages
of the world and are the law books for the next ten thousand years. Many people have been introduced to
your books on the internet. For example, recently we received a phone call from a person who read your books
while browsing the internet. He lives quite far from Montreal, but after reading some of your books online he
started chanting the maha-mantra, and now he wants to visit our temple and meet the devotees. There are
many amazing sankirtana stories in Montreal—about how your books have affected the lives of people who
have received them. You are saving us all. It is inconceivable how much good you have done for the human
society by giving transcendental knowledge through your books.

Your books have given us a clear vision about how to cross over the nescience of this material world.
That is why you said we must continue to distribute your books.

Sri-guru-carane rati, ei se uttama gati, je prasade pure sarva asa. The topmost achievement in spiritual life
is devotion to the lotus feet of the spiritual master. By his mercy all spiritual aspirations are fulfilled.

If we want success in spreading Krsna consciousness, we have to follow your instructions, just as you fol-
lowed your spiritual master’s instructions. “One should accept the instruction of a bona fide spiritual master
as one’s mission in life.” (Bhagavad-gita 2.41, purport ).

Please bless us to become more humble and meek yet bold in our preaching activities. You told us to be
careful how we spend laksmi. Any donations we receive are actually yours; so please help us remember this
simple fact and guard against unnecessary spending.

Please guide us so that we do not change what you have given us and we maintain the institution you
have wonderfully left us for the benefit of mankind.

You have always stressed that we work cooperatively and expand the service of the Lord without personal
motivation. Please give us the strength to follow this instruction and to always remember not to add anything
in the name of preaching that was not practiced by you or by our previous acaryas. We pray that we do not
deviate from the guidelines you gave us.

Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu freely distributed pure love for Krsna. Because of your exclusive dedication
to Caitanya Mahaprabhu, you have brought this matchless gift to all mankind. The whole world is indebted
to you.

On this most auspicious day of your appearance, we are humbly begging for your mercy so that despite
our disqualifications we will remain strong in devotional service.

Your servants at the ISKCON temple in Montreal, Quebec, Canada.
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Mumbai (Chowpatty)

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace and the guru-parampara!

A few days ago I was listening to your audio recordings of 1977. That was the year I heard you on the ter-
race of your apartment at Juhu, where you spoke to a small group of us. You spoke some very profound truths
then that have been deeply embedded in my consciousness ever since.

When you were asked about your leaving Vrndavana to travel to the West, you stated that you never left
Vrndavana because you took Vrndavana in your heart all over the world. You said that Krsna also resided in
your heart and helped you write the Krsna book and all the Srimad-Bhagavatam purports. So you were always
spiritually with your guru and Krsna, though you were apparently alone in New York in 1965-66.

In February 1977, in Mayapur, when you spoke at the Appearance Day ceremony of His Divine Grace
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, you stated another profound truth. After quoting Krsna’s famous verse
explaining how he comes to this world whenever there are discrepancies in people’s following real dharma
(yada yada hi dharmasya glanir bhavati bharata . . . tadatmanam srjamy aham), you stated that Krsna’s pure
devotees also repeatedly appear somewhere in these vast material universes to establish Krsna consciousness
and preach the Absolute Truth, and when their mission is accomplished they depart. So whereas somewhere
you are taking birth on a planet where you will one day preach Krsna consciousness as you did here, in another
universe devotees are seeing you leave after establishing a strong [ISKCON.

We are therefore eternally grateful for all your mind-, intelligence-, and heart- cleansing books, your
lectures, prasadam, temples, the holy name, senior leaders (your disciples), and the unlimited number of other
gifts you bestowed on us and all people of the world. These are truly the “Wonders of the World” now, which
can convert the whole world into Vrndavana, the land of Krsna consciousness.

In the service of the guru-parampara and Lord Krsna, we remain

Your insignificant servants in Mumbai (Juhu), India.

(written by Sri Nathji Dasa)

Mumbai (Juhu)

Our dearest Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

We have acquired a farmhouse on a four-and-a-half-acre plot near your Nilachal Farm in Talasari. This
land has plenty of water, even in summer, which will help the Nilachal Farm, which dries up in summer.
Several rooms in the farmhouse are used for preaching purposes. We beg for your blessings to increase the
preaching activities here.

We recently started receiving pure cow’s milk and organic produce from our Talasari farm for your be-
loved Lordships Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihariji. We are also completing the permanent structure of the gosala,
for the comfort of your cows. Please bless us so that we can preach to the world your formula “simple living,
high thinking.”

During last December’s book distribution marathon we distributed 220,024 Bhagavad-gitas, number two
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out of all temples in the world. This is the first time we ever distributed more than two lakhs of Bhagavad-
gitas during the December marathon. We also came in third in the world for our yearly book distribution
score, which included 648,957 maha-big books. By your divine mercy may we distribute more books this year.

In February of this year we held Lord Jagannatha’s Ratha-yatra, starting from the Bhaktivedanta Swami
Mission School in Sastri Nagar and culminating in Juhu Vile Parle Scheme. In the pandal program that fol-
lowed the Ratha-yatra, devotees from Poland and other parts of the world, led by His Holiness Indradyumna
Swami, presented the KrishnaFest cultural program. All participants were inspired by the various items
presented. By your divine grace may these preaching activities be expanded in the future.

During our Sri Rama Navami festival this year, we held Sr1 Sr1 Sita-Rama’s abhiseka for kalash donors in
the evening, which most donors appreciated. During the festival, His Grace Sarvabhauma Prabhu recited Sri
Rama Katha for five days, a program very well received by many members of our enthusiastic congregation.
Please bless us to expand this celebration in the future.

Srila Prabhupada, we know you are displeased by unnecessary demolition of constructed buildings so we
can make something new. Therefore, since your school in Hare Krishna Land was shifted to its new premises
in Shastri Nagar, we have been renovating the former school building with minimum demolition. The reno-
vated building will house an ashram, a dormitory, guest rooms, and offices. Kindly give us the intelligence to
renovate the building nicely for your transcendental pleasure.

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for engaging us in the service of your dear Lordships Sri Sri Radha-
Rasabihariji.

Your insignificant servants at ISKCON Mumbai (Juhu), India.

Nagpur

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

We wish you the best of Vyasa-piija celebrations on this most auspicious day.

[SKCON Nagpur has grown over the last year in many ways, and on Gaura Piirnima we inaugurated the
new temple in the center of the city.

We feel there is great potential for spreading Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mission here, and we pray for
your mercy so we will have the purity and strength to walk in your footsteps and selflessly serve your mission.

We all feel that the time to “boil the milk” has come, since we now have many devotees and further growth
will depend on purity. We have very much taken to heart the instructions you gave Harhsadiita Prabhu in
1972 to “boil the milk” to insure the spiritual strength of the devotees, and we intend to do that in Nagpur.

Please accept this poem-prayer:

The Age of Kali has descended on us like a black cloud in the sky,
Throwing us into the clutches of Maya like an insignificant fluttering fly.
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For a long time our consciousness lay in deep slumber
As we, lo!, ran around in this rat-race blunder.

O Srila Prabhupada! We pray for your causeless mercy

As we strive to attain our transcendental positions in urgency.

Give us the power to become more civilized
And follow the four principles without being demonized.

Our material body is a golden cage we perceive—
Please give us the divine intelligence to conceive
That the self is not this body we receive

But the soul, whose freedom we must achieve.

O divine father! Show us the righteous path to divinity,
So that we may practice Krsna consciousness with sensitivity.

Let us follow ISKCON’s path of brotherhood, we pray to thee,
So that our society can grow into eternity!!

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada. Hare Krsna!

Your devotees at ISKCON Nagpur, India.

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

New Badarikasrama

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you!

You have given us so many spiritual shelters: your temples, your devotees, your books, all the different ser-
vices—sadhana, kirtana, harinama, Deity worship, outreach—and what to speak of prasadam! We are eternally
indebted to you for all these transcendental gifts. You have said that the disciple can never repay the debt
owed to the spiritual master but that he can try by giving to others what the spiritual master has given him.

By your divine grace, this month seven devotees will be receiving diksa from your disciples His Holi-
ness Devamrita Swami and His Grace Vaisesika Prabhu. Since last year the devotees here have developed a
sankirtana training program that is building momentum and generating great enthusiasm for all the temple
programs. Govinda’s restaurant has re-opened and is distributing the mercy. There are a handful of senior
devotees whose steadiness in service is a shining example for all of us. We pray to you on this most auspicious
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day of your Vyasa-piija that we may be instruments in your hands in serving Sri Sri Radha-Govinda.

You once said that we will show our love for you by how we cooperate to push on this Krsna consciousness
movement in your absence. Here at New Badarikasrama we pray to be empowered by you to work together
so that we can please you and Their Lordships Sri Sri Radha-Govinda.

Your humble servants at New Badarikasrama, Denver, Colorado, USA.

New Biharvan

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

On this most auspicious occasion of the anniversary of your divine appearance on this planet, please
accept our most humble obeisances at your most merciful lotus feet. All glories to you and to your auspicious
Vyasa-pija celebrations, which are going on in every part of the world.

How fortunate we are to have come in touch with you in a remote place like Boise, [daho! In the Caitanya-
caritamrta (Madhya 19.151) Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu tells Ripa Gosvami:

brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva
guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija

“All living entities are wandering throughout the entire universe. Some of them are being elevated
to the upper planetary systems, and some are going down into the lower planetary systems. Out of
many millions of wandering living entities, one who is very fortunate gets an opportunity to associate
with a bona fide spiritual master by the grace of Krsna. By the mercy of both Krsna and the spiritual
master, such a person receives the seed of the creeper of devotional service.”

We feel very grateful for the matchless gift of pure love of God that you have offered us. We pray that
we may not take this gift cheaply, and that we can gradually come to appreciate just how exalted a gift this is.
In a letter to one of your disciples, you give us a glimpse of how great you are and how immense this gift is:

[t is a basic principle that one must accept a bona fide spiritual master in order to achieve the highest
perfection of life, love of God. I thank all of you very much for accepting me as your spiritual master,
and I promise that [ will take you back to home, back to Godhead. I ask you all to promise me to
always chant at least sixteen rounds, follow the regulative principles, read our books and try to preach
this Krsna Consciousness Movement all over the world. So far my qualifications are concerned, [ am
simply trying to carry out the order of my Guru Maharaja. [Letter to Nityananda, 12 November 1971]

The gift you are giving us is the ultimate gift of eternal devotional service, as described in the song you
gave us to sing every morning during Tulasi arati:

My desire is that you will also give me a residence in the pleasure groves of Sri Vrndavana-dhama.
Thus within my vision I will always behold the beautiful pastimes of Radha and Krsna. [ beg you
to make me a follower of the cowherd damsels of Vraja. Please give me the privilege of devotional
service and make me your own maidservant. This very fallen and lowly servant of Krsna prays, “May
I always swim in the love of Sri Sri Radha and Govinda.
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You are an eternal resident of the spiritual world. You are one of the confidential servitors of Srimati Rad-
harani. You are a pure devotee of the Lord, and therefore you are fully empowered to take us back to Godhead.
We are fallen and ignorant, having given up the service of Krsna. On this day of your appearance, we humbly
pray to you that we may always remember your mercy and never disrespect you or your kind-hearted devotees.

We beg that together we may be able to do something to please you and your devotees, and help spread
your sankirtana mission. We humbly beg you to kindly pick us up from this ocean of birth and death and
place us as one of the atoms at your lotus feet.

The past year was a good one at your Boise temple. We had some very wonderful devotees join your
sankirtana party here in Boise. Due to the concerted, dedicated efforts of many devotees residing in Boise,
we had many wonderful festivals throughout the year, and these festivals were well attended. By your mercy
the devotee community here is also growing and maturing, and we now have a steady congregation during
the Friday and Sunday programs. The atmosphere in the temple is pleasant, and Sri Sri Radha-Bankebihari
look ever more beautiful and smile favorably upon Their devotees, and that is our only success. At the same
time, there is so much more we can do to spread your divine movement and so many ways in which we could
improve. We are in great need of your mercy and guidance.

Your aspiring servants at New Biharvan Dhama, ISKCON, Boise, Idaho, USA.

(written by Gopal Hari Dasa)

New Caitanya Candrodaya Mandira

Dear Srila Prabhupada,
Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Please accept us as your followers. Everything we know and everything we have have come from you.

The order of your spiritual master was ever your guiding light as you set out to spread Lord Caitanya’s
mission in foreign lands. So firm was your faith in that order that you did not consider the possibility of
failure. In following the order of guru there is no failure. A follower of the spiritual master has no separate
existence. You did not take time out of your personal life to do something for your spiritual master: your life
was the order of your spiritual master. You never felt that you were alone: Krsna and your spiritual master
were always with you, and your movement—ryour branch of the Caitanya tree—was a solid fact. As you said
to an acquaintance in New York as early as 1965: “There are temples and books. They are existing, they are
there, but the time is separating us from them.”
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$ri-guru-carana-padma, kevala bhakati-sadma,
bandon mui savadhana mate

“The lotus feet of our spiritual master are the only way by which we can obtain pure devotional service. I bow
down to his lotus feet with great awe and reverence”

The Vedic literature describes many yogic perfections, but the ability to reach out and touch a person’s
heart and transform that person’s every desire into the pure desire for service to the Lord—this is the highest
mystic perfection of the pure bhakti-yogl.

We do not fully understand Krsna, we do not fully understand what it means to be a devotee, what it
means to be a riipanuga, but we have you. Please let us be your Prabhupadanugas.

You have given us Krsna in the form of the holy name, in the pages of Srimad-Bhagavatam, in the Deity
form you’ve allowed us to worship, and in the association of the devotees. You have entrusted Lord Caitanya’s
movement into our hands. You have given us the sadhana-bhakti process that can actually elevate us to the
steady, realized platform of Krsna consciousness. And you’ve bestowed all these gifts by your mercy

You have given so many instructions, and when we take these instructions to heart and make a firm
commitment to follow them, we are sure to one day taste the fruit of perfection in bhakti-yoga.

Our village community here is a small but diverse group of devotees of all ages. Our project has gone
through different stages, beginning as an outpost of enthusiastic pioneers, dealing with change and adversity,
and transforming from a farm community into a village. Throughout it all we have had your instructions and
the association of your followers. We believe that this is our prabhu-datta desa, the place where our service
is pleasing to the Lord, accessible to the jiva souls in this Kali-yuga, and useful to your ISKCON movement.

Please help us take full shelter of your instructions, making them our very life and soul. Please help us
enter deeper into the relationship of servants to our masters—to you, our dear spiritual father and ever
well-wisher, and to our Lord Sri Krsna, especially in His forms as Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and the holy
name. Please help us appreciate all the different devotees and take full advantage of their association. Please
help us find ways to include and accept all the devotees serving you together with respect and love. Please
let us participate actively in Lord Caitanya’s preaching mission. Please give us your mercy and be with us as
we continue in our service, working to bring out the full potency of our New Caitanya Candrodaya temple
and village community as it unfolds and blossoms, becoming a living example of your teachings in so many
wonderful ways.

Aspiring for the shelter of your lotus feet, we remain

Your humble servants at the New Caitanya Candrodaya Mandira, Almviks Gard, Jarna, Sweden.

(written by Labangalatika Sevini Devi Dasi)

New Gokula (Australia)

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirviSesa-Siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
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Dear Srila Prabhupada,

You are the personification of kindness and mercy, sent here by Their Lordships to liberate the whole world.

As ordinary, conditioned souls struggling within the material energy, we had no chance of lifting ourselves
out of this ocean of ignorance and suffering. But your instructions have opened our eyes with the torchlight
of knowledge, knowledge that only continues to grow as we read your books, delivered to us in the unadulter-
ated disciplic succession, the Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya.

As members of the New Gokula farm community here in Australia, we understand that it is our duty to
please you—and thus satisfy Their Lordships—by creating a working model of an agrarian community based
on the principles enunciated by Lord Krsna Himself, a community in which everyone can work according
to the nature the Supreme Lord has bestowed upon them and at the same time make spiritual progress. This
ideal is supported by these statements of Lord Krsna’s from the Bhagavad-gita:

By following his qualities of work, every man can become perfect. Now please hear from Me how this
can be done. By worship of the Lord, who is the source of all beings and who is all-pervading, a man
can attain perfection through performing his own work. It is better to engage in one’s own occupation,
even though one may perform it imperfectly, than to accept another’s occupation and perform it
perfectly. Duties prescribed according to one’s nature are never affected by sinful reactions. Every
endeavor is covered by some fault, just as fire is covered by smoke. Therefore one should not give up
the work born of his nature, O son of Kunti, even if such work is full of fault. [Bhagavad-gita 18.45-48]

Though engaged in all kinds of activities, My devotee, under My protection, reaches the eternal and
imperishable abode by My grace. [Bhagavad-gita 18.56]

In addition, Lord Brahma says this to Maharaja Priyavrata at Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.1.14:

yad-vaci tantyar guna-karma-damabhih
sudustarair vatsa vayar suyojitah
sarve vahamo balim isvaraya
prota nasiva dvi-pade catus-padah

“My dear boy, all of us are bound by the Vedic injunctions to the divisions of varnasrama according to
our qualities and work. These divisions are difficult to avoid because they are scientifically arranged.
We must therefore carry out our duties of varnasrama-dharma, like bulls obliged to move according
to the direction of a driver pulling on ropes knotted to their noses.”

[From Srila Prabhupada’s purport:] The varnasrama system is scientific. Therefore if we accept the
divisions of varna and asrama according to the Vedic instructions, our lives will be successful. Unless
human society is thus divided and arranged, it cannot be perfect. As stated in the Visnu Purana (3.8.9):

varndasramdcaravatd purusena parah puman
visnur aradhyate pantha nanyat tat-tosa-karanam

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Visnu, is worshiped by the proper execution of prescribed
duties in the system of varna and asrama. There is no other way to satisfy the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. One must be situated in the institution of the four varnas and asramas.” . . .

The injunctions in the Vedas are explicit directions from the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Over the years since you left our mortal vision, dearest Srila Prabhupada, your movement has gone
through many upheavals. Where once there was a thriving community in Millfield, with many industrious
and enthusiastic devotees, we now have only a few dedicated souls.

In the past much suffering has occurred all over the ISKCON world due to a lack of understanding of
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our actual natures and the human condition. Proper understanding was lacking, along with proper compas-
sion for the innocent. Even though we knew and directly experienced that you were nothing like us, when
we saw how easily you performed pure bhakti we thought (like complete idiots) that we could emulate you,
forgetting just how fallen we were and how it was only by your empowerment that we were able to push on
Lord Caitanya’s message of chanting the holy names. You were never from this world! You are an eternal
associate of Lord Sri Krsna. All the twenty-six qualities of a pure Vaisnava are manifest resplendently within
you. Fortunately, by your mercy, we are now armed with a greater spiritual maturity and are determined not
to repeat the mistakes of the past.

At New Gokula we are striving to please you by creating a sanctuary for both visitors and permanent resi-
dents, a sanctuary where all worship Their beautiful Lordships Sri Sri Radha-Gokulananda; Lord Jagannatha,
Lord Baladeva, and Srimati Subhadra; and Sri Sri Gaura-Nitii, and where all live in harmony with mother
nature and the cows while joyfully performing their duties and keeping Krsna at the center of all activities.

Srila Prabhupada, your books are the basis, and if we develop our understanding of both the pure phi-
losophy and the practical advice they contain, we can, by your divine grace, achieve success.

Great inroads into society at large have been made by the many dedicated souls who have distributed
your books over the years, both in person and by making them so easily accessible online. We pray we may
be among those who further contribute by creating a working model of a caring Krsna conscious community,
as described within these transcendental literatures.

Your humble servants at ISKCON’S New Gokula Farm, Millfield, New South Wales, Australia.

New Gokula (Canada)

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our collective obeisances at your divine lotus feet. All glories unto you, our loving master,
father, grandsire, and guide.

[t has been thirty-seven years since you disappeared from our mortal vision. Most of us in ISKCON nowadays
never experienced your physical presence, beheld your beautiful form, witnessed live your miraculous and un-
precedented feats, or heard the transcendental sound coming directly from your lotus mouth. Strangely enough,
however, these common limitations appear not to have limited your ability to extend your mercy. As with our
previous acaryas, your mercy extends far beyond material time and space, to any and all who avail themselves of
your vani form with due submission and sincere aural reception. Srila Thakura Bhaktivinoda has stated: “The
souls of the great thinkers of the bygone ages, who now live spiritually, often approach our inquiring spirit and
assist it in its development.” Your Divine Grace not only assists us in our inquiry—you nourish our very soul.

During the last decade of your manifest lila you flew here and there, transforming hearts amid the con-
crete walls of skyscrapers in the streets of big Western cities, on the islands within the great seas and oceans,
in tropical jungles, and deep in the Canadian wilderness forests, where, somehow, by your miracle, Vaisnavas
now hear and chant harinama together. You leapt like Hanuman with his tail ablaze, setting fire to the entire
world and igniting a global inferno of harinama-sankirtana. Thus you were singularly and especially empowered
by Sri Nityananda Prabhu Himself to propel the sarnkirtana movement of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu out of
the confines of India and across the face of the earth, giving her much-needed hope and joy.

In the years since you entered your unmanifest [ila, the momentum generated from the tsunami wave of
your mercy, which washed over seven vast continents, has continued to reverberate, striking fear into the
hearts of atheist cheaters and attracting the hearts and minds of all sincere, yearning souls. This lasting effect
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is further proof of your special mercy and unique power.

As we all know, crisis after crisis has come upon us, and the grand material maya has tested our deter-
mination to serve your mission, which is her eternal duty. For the damage done, we have only ourselves to
blame, as you have already delivered to us all means of success. It is thus up to us to employ them in our lives.
You have given everything in your books, yet who among us studies them deeply? Those who do can see the
direction your divine finger points toward. Acting on that direction, those devotees are grateful and feel
indebted to your lotus feet:

nama-srestham manum api Saci-putram . . .

We are fully indebted to you, Srila Prabhupada, because you are giving us so many things. You are giving us the
holy name, containing the highest form of thought, aspiration, and ideal, and you are giving us the service of
that great savior, the son of Mother Saci, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is like a golden mountain indicating
the way to krsna-lila. (Paraphrased from Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami’s Mukta-carita)

This untainted message and current of love have come down through realized transmission in parampara
from Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, to Srila Riipa Gosvami, and through his ritpanuga guru-varga line to you,
and through your divine agency, to us. Armed and supported by your army of protectors, how then could we
ever become vulnerable or experience diminished faith in the power of maha-prasadam, Sri Govinda and
His holy name, the brahmanas, and genuine Vaisnavas?

Sometimes we ask ourselves why it is that after so many years of serving we feel meager progress in our
spiritual lives. We often engage in idle talk, worry for our material stability, and calculate our way into old-age
security. Abandoning the hope of Saranagati, we lose confidence. With the passage of time, we more often
ask “What can the temple do for me?” than “What can I do for the temple?” Meanwhile, we wonder why the
higher stages of bhakti have eluded us while our anarthas remain alive and even flourish within us. “Was the
promise of attaining bhava a false one?” we ask. “Does the storehouse of love of God even exist, what to speak
of being plundered and distributed freely to all recipients without concern for who is qualified or not?” These
doubts are all nonsense and the products of faithlessness arising from our own misconceptions of ourselves
as the “doers” and “achievers” of our own destinies. In bhakti, we are dependent on the mercy of those who
are dependent on Sri Guru.

Sri Krsna Himself has stated in the Adi Purana:

ye me bhakta-janah partha na me bhaktas ca te janah
mad-bhaktanam ca ye bhaktas te me bhakta-tama matah

“Those who are My direct devotees are not actually My devotees, but those who are the devotees of My
devotees are My actual devotees.”

Therefore, just as simply by being exposed to sunshine we receive illumination, warmth, and life, simply
by properly associating with sadhus we will receive their mercy. With the Vaisnavas’ mercy, a very sweet and
humble mood appears within the heart of the recipient. We will pray to Harinama Prabhu, the $astra, and
the dhama, but we will pray only for further taste in harinama. Thus, good results will appear within us. As
you have stated, “The result of chanting is that it leads to more chanting.”

We have heard so many instructions, but if we have no relationship with Nama Prabhu or His Vaisnava
devotees, our hearts will never change. Nothing can be pushed into a heart made of stone. “Better to tear
down the marble from the walls and sell it for the printing and distribution of books.”

What constitutes favorable Vaisnava-sanga has been stated sweetly in Srila Ripa Gosvamt’s Nectar of
Instruction, verse 4:

Offering gifts in charity, accepting charitable gifts, revealing one’s mind in confidence, inquiring

confidentially, accepting prasadam, and offering prasadam are the six symptoms of love shared by
one devotee and another.
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These exchanges are found exclusively among those Vaisnavas whom we ever aspire to emulate. All suc-
cess arises within the practitioner of bhakti when the quality of those exchanges pleases the Lord, who then
bestows His mercy. Facilitating and culturing such relationships constitute the purpose of having temples
in ISKCON; that devotional character blossoms in the persona of the devotees. The results are infectious,
and sincere souls are inevitably drawn to an atmosphere of devotional enthusiasm and energy. Money and
facilities then follow of their own accord, like faithful servants, and they need not be separately endeavored
for on the basis of some material calculation or nefarious scheme.

Srila Prabhupada, we are utterly dependent upon you for our success in this human form. If not for
you, we would still be out there, alone and afraid, exhausted from treading the cold, dark waters of material
existence. Please help us recognize genuine Vaisnavas and help us relate to them appropriately, according to
their devotional disposition (adhikara). Above all else, please give us the strength, your mercy potency, to
enable us to truly become Vaisnavas and serve you in a mood free from material motives based on some weird
misconception of ourselves, the Lord, or His energies. Thus we can advance further in Krsna consciousness
and give you pleasure.

Your humble servants at New Gokula Dhama, ISKCON Vancouver, Canada.

New Govardhana (USA)

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who is very
dear to Lord Krsna on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami.
You are kindly preaching the message of Lord Caitanya and delivering the Western countries, which are filled
with impersonalism and voidism.

Dearest Srila Prabhupada,

[ am deeply honored to have the opportunity to write this offering to you on behalf of the New Govard-
hana community in San Diego, California. Despite my limitations, | can only attempt to convey the profound
effect you have had and continue to have on my life and the lives of the other devotees of New Govardhana.

[ was raised in a devout Roman Catholic family, and as a young boy I aspired to become a priest. But my
many unresolved questions and negative experiences with the Church eventually turned my aspirations to
apathy toward all things labeled “religion.” A verse in the Spanish version of the Penitential Rite is meant
to be the proper response of a good Catholic to his or her suffering in this world. It states Por mi culpa, por
mi culpa, por my gran culpa! (“Through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault!”) I re-
member asking myself, “What did [ do?” and “Why is it my fault?” These were among a list of questions | had
that | never received satisfactory answers for. As a result, | stopped accompanying my mother to Mass and
distanced myself from God.

But my desire to explore spirituality never wavered. So [ dabbled in astrology, Native American rites,
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traditional Aztec beliefs, and hatha-yoga. It was through hatha-yoga that I learned of bhakti-yoga, and since
I hadn’t exactly found what I was looking for, I researched it and enrolled in an introductory bhakti-yoga
course here at New Govardhana. It was during this course that I finally got satisfying answers to the many
questions [ had about the soul and God. Within a few months my strained relationship with God had healed,
and now it has become my most important relationship. With folded hands I thank you, Srila Prabhupada,
for this amazing gift! Thank you for mending my broken heart and for reconnecting this lowly fool with God
in a way that fills my life with purpose and meaning. My experience, however, is not unique, as there are
countless devotees with similar experiences.

All the devotees here in the New Govardhana community are eternally grateful for your mercy. Despite
the many hardships you faced, you selflessly and bravely persevered. Your resilience and spiritual fortitude
in bringing Krsna consciousness to the West and taking it all over the world was an act of pure love. A
spiritual revolutionary, you have served as a catalyst to bring about a revolution in the consciousness of the
conditioned souls everywhere. Almost forty years after you left this world, Krsna consciousness continues to
spread. New temples are being built, older ones are being modernized, and the ISKCON family is growing.

New Govardhana continues to be a vibrant spiritual oasis, with increasing potential and many oppor-
tunities for devotional service. By your mercy, over the last few years the number of regular home programs
has increased throughout San Diego county. In addition, the temple has established a planning committee of
devotees to support New Govardhana’s board of directors. These initiatives are being led by senior devotees
whom you trained and whom many of us have the honor of serving. Please bless these initiatives so that we
may assist you in spreading Lord Caitanya’s teachings throughout the world.

Your servants at New Govardhana Dhama, San Diego, California, USA.

(written by Bhakta Otto)

New Hastinapura

O Srila Prabhupada, spiritual master, savior, eternal guide, ever well-wisher, best masterful friend, strict
representative of Srila Sarasvati Gosvami Prabhupada, founder-acarya of ISKCON, greatest exponent of
Krsna consciousness in the Western world, general in the sankirtana army of Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, bringer
of the authorized conclusions of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and the Six Gosvamis of Vrndavana (headed
by Sri Riipa and Sri Sanatana), giver of the treasure of the Bhagavad-gita As It Is, carrier of the mercy

of Lord Nityananda Prabhu, Supreme Personality of Servitor Godhead, lord and master of the devotees,
dearmost servant of Srimati Radharani, eternal resident of Goloka Vrndavana, and our only shelter—
please accept our prostrated obeisances at your lotus feet.

On this anniversary of your most kind appearance in this world, we, your servants in Potomac, Maryland,
are praying to remember your transcendental qualities. Srila Prabhupada, in 1965, when you began your preach-
ing in America, by your perfect character you attracted many sincere persons to assist you in establishing the
mission of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Prabhupada and Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Then you
personally cared for your new disciples with great attention and kindness. Receiving your transcendental
affection, they became enthused to serve your mission.

Srila Prabhupada, four decades later we still feel your personal presence. Your unconditional love and clear
instructions enliven us. Although you left this world almost thirty-seven years ago, your spiritual influence
continuously increases, carried by this bond of love and broadcast everywhere by your divine instructions.
Whenever we work to spread Krsna consciousness, we feel your presence within our hearts. You asked us to
make strenuous efforts to expand the Krsna consciousness movement all over the world. But you yourself
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always set the example by working harder than any of us. You showered us with encouragement, love, disci-
pline, proper instruction, and very high expectations. These gifts shelter us, guide us, and thus maintain us.

Gurudeva, you have given us a divine family of devotees who are our very life and soul. When we see
these devotees, whether novice or stalwart, we immediately feel your presence. They are the fruits of your
preaching work, and our spiritual advancement is measured by how much we appreciate them, even if we
sometimes have different opinions about important matters.

The ISKCON society you created by your pure-hearted devotion is a spiritual shelter. We are grateful to
have this shelter in the form of the association of many sincere devotees of the Lord, and in the form of the
blissful preaching activities that sustain our spiritual lives.

Srila Prabhupada, here in Washington, D.C., your book distribution has dramatically increased in the
last ten years. Regular harinama sankirtana parties have expanded, and thousands of people chant the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra in temple festivals, receive prasadam, hear the Bhagavad-gita, and serve the Deities
of Sri Sri Radha—Madana-Mohana, Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, and Sri Sri Sita-Rama-Laksmana-Hanuman. The
devotees are increasingly realizing that spreading Krsna consciousness outside our community causes Krsna
consciousness to spread within our own hearts. The best way to honor, love, and serve someone who has left
this world is to carry out the mission to which that person dedicated his life. Your mission, Srila Prabhupada,
was to alleviate the suffering of all the people of the world by teaching them how to reach the soothing shelter
of Lord Nityananda’s lotus feet. You tolerated many difficulties to spread this mission, and you have ordered
us to continue your work.

[S] imply work cooperatively for spreading this movement all over the world. The standards I have

already given you, now try to maintain them at all times under standard procedure. Do not try to
innovate or create anything or manufacture anything, that will ruin everything. Simply do as [ am
doing and be always serious and sincere to serve Krsna, and He will give you intelligence how to do
everything. [letter to Bali Mardana and Pusta Krsna, 18 September 1972]

You remind us to tolerate difficulties, put aside our differences, and strive to appreciate one another and
help one another serve Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Please remain with us, Srila Prabhupada, by your divine
instructions. Kindly purify us, deliver us, and thus maintain us.

ohe!
vaisnava thakura, doyara sagara,
e dase koruna kori’
diya pada-chaya, sodho he amaya,
tomara carana dhori

Your servants at New Hastinapura, ISKCON Potomac, Washington, D.C., USA.

(written by Laksmivan Dasa)

New Jagannatha Puri

Dear Srila Prabhupada,
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace, O Jagat Guru, savior of the whole
world!
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Srila Prabhupada, we fallen followers of yours in your New Jagannatha Puri dhama are happily remember-
ing you on this, your auspicious appearance day. Here in New Jagannatha Puri we are so fortunate to have
the first and oldest Deities of Lord Jagannatha, Lord Balarama, and Srimati Subhadra in the Western world.
Their carving was commissioned by you, and you personally installed them in San Francisco in 1967. In that
year you also initiated the first Ratha-yatra in the Western World, in San Francisco’s Golden Gate Park. If
not for your mercy and that of all the Vaisnavas, we would not have been successful, but by your grace we
will be holding the forty-eighth annual Ratha-yatra this year. We are so grateful for this service and hope to
continue it in years to come, in keeping with Lord Caitanya’s mission.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, you told us that just by chanting “Hare Krsna!” we would be happy, and every
day we are seeing that this is true. So, in honor of your topmost desire, Srila Prabhupada, we are still going
out on harinama every day, because we know that this is what you want us to do. By your grace we have come
to the realization that everything you instructed us to do is perfect and the ultimate goal of our life and of
our very existence.

In 2017 we will celebrate the Golden Anniversary of Ratha-yatra in the Western world. We are beginning
to prepare for this grand celebration and will attempt to make it a major event in ISKCON. We ask your
blessings to make this a grand festival, one of the biggest that ISKCON has ever presented, with devotees
coming from all over the world and people coming by the thousands to see your legacy on the 50™ anniversary
of Sri Jagannatha Ratha-yatra here in New Jagannatha Puri.

We beg to remain

Your servants in New Jagannatha Puri, Berkeley, California, USA.

(written by Jagannatha Swami Dasa)

New Mayapur

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace! Srila Prabhupada, you are the
most wonderful devotee of Lord Krsna—a genuine well-wisher and savior of humanity at large—and you
have captured our heart and soul.

New Mayapur is inseparably connected with you. Here we always feel your personal sakti, and this feel-
ing is also experienced regularly by visiting devotees. You forever lead us from your vyasasana, facing your
Deities: the all-merciful Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, after whom you named this dhama New Mayapur; powerful
Sri Sri Krsna-Balarama, who you said would “give strength to the devotees and the movement in Europe”;
and beautiful Sri Sri Radha—Govinda-Madhava, whom you allowed us to install “later.” Your apartments in
the “palace,” which you “liked very much” and where you translated your books, vibrate with your personal
presence. In fact, everywhere in New Mayapur we can remember you, spiritually guiding the devotees, orga-
nizing this project, and preaching to the guests. Beautifully sitting on the grass in these “unique outdoors,”
surrounded by happy devotees who had come from all over Europe, you gave your siitra-like vision for New
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Mayapur: “A perfect place for loving Krsna (man-mana bhava mad-bhakto) without difficulty (yoga-ksemam
vahamy aham), and a shelter for many in the future.”

As everyone knows, France is a charming country, but it has been strongly polluted by sense gratifica-
tion and atheistic philosophy. Thus for Europe it has historically been the cradle of a sterile and destructive
revolutionary spirit, which is still alive today. This year, once again, the European Parliament rejected with
concern a proposal by the French government to extend to all Europe its repressive laws against spiritual
minorities. However, you mercifully did not neglect this difficult country, which you visited five times. Now
in all of continental Europe this temple stands as the only one left from your time, like a great family home
for ISKCON devotees. And just as you instructed that the Temple of the Vedic Planetarium, the greatest
challenge to modern materialistic science, be established in Sridham Mayapur, ISKCON’s world headquarters,
so you settled New Mayapur, a big challenge to godlessness, in France, at the heart of atheism.

Today, Srila Prabhupada, we—your humble, poor, and aging servants—beg you to bless our renewed en-
deavors to maintain and preach for your New Mayapur embassy according to your instructions, so that future
generations can benefit from this wonderful and potent spiritual oasis, of which you are the founder-acarya.

Your grateful servants in New Mayapur, France.

New Navadvipa Dhama

Dearmost Srila Prabhupada,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

“I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my eyes with the torch of knowledge. I
offer my respectful obeisances unto him.”

Please accept our most respectful, humble obeisances.

On behalf of all the devotees of New Navadvipa Dhama in Hawaii, we wish to express our gratitude to
you for giving us the opportunity to participate in Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mission. Without your grace
it would have been impossible for us to understand the mission of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Without your
compassionate mercy it would have been impossible for us to participate in this divine mission. Here in Hawaii,
you first established the Krsna consciousness movement in late 1968 and early 1969, and since that time many
devotees have become your followers because only you can show us the path back home, back to Godhead.

(yadi) prabhupada na haita tabe ki haita
(e) jivana bahita kise?
nitai-gaurera apara karuna

ke dita sakala dese

“If Srila Prabhupada had not come, what would have happened? How could we have passed our lives? Who
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else would have distributed the unlimited mercy of Lord Nityananda and Lord Gauranga all over the world?”
(From a Bengali song by His Holiness Jayapataka Swami)

If you had not come to these Hawaiian Islands, what would have happened to fallen souls like us? But be-
cause of your mercy and inspiration, we continue to carry out your order to push on Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu's
mission. It is our privilege to make a commitment to satisfy Your Divine Grace.

Under your guidance, every Saturday evening we go out on harinama sankirtana in Waikiki Beach,
Hawaii’s international tourist capital. We worship the celebrated Sri Sri Pafica-tattva Deities, which you
personally installed. We engage in book and prasadam distribution and faithfully celebrate all the festivals
you have instructed us to. Additionally, we also continue the weekly tradition of the Sunday Love Feast.

Your Divine Grace, we petition you to bless our new projects, which will create new opportunities for
the residents of the Hawaiian Islands to participate in the Krsna consciousness movement. Because you are
our spiritual master and hope, we approach you with humility. We understand that without your causeless
divine mercy we cannot be successful in any of our endeavors. Please, therefore, bless us so we can fulfill our
desire to have a traveling sankirtana bus party in the Hawaiian Islands.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, we beg that you mercifully empower us to continue serving you at every moment
of our lives. Here in New Navadvipa dhama, the devotees are very much looking forward to celebrating your
auspicious Vyasa-piija with great enthusiasm.

Your humble servants at ISKCON’s New Navadvipa Dhama, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA.

(written by Sundarananda Dasa)

New Nilacala

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances.

There have been changes at ISKCON of Philadelphia over the past year. Ravindra Svariipa Prabhu
and his good wife Saudamani Devi Dasi, who had been managing the center for over twenty years, retired
from temple management and moved away. This change had been encouraged by the GBC so that Ravindra
Svariipa Prabhu would have more time to spread Krsna consciousness through writing. Several of his disciples
relocated with him. Because of these changes, there were concerns that the temple might not continue, since
many essential services would not be covered and the financial situation was precarious. Some of us prayed
to you for help and guidance. We also appealed to the Vaisnava community for assistance.

Then an interesting thing happened. Many devotees in the area took the situation as an opportunity to
increase their service to Lord Krsna. We also received vital help from the GBC and devotees from Potomac
and Atlanta. Sikhi Mahiti Prabhu has stepped in as our new temple president, and he’s been doing an excep-
tional job. The Deity services are covered, the festivals have been well attended, our financial situation has
stabilized, and book distribution and other preaching efforts have continued and are developing.

All this could not have happened without your presence as the unifying, inspiring, and guiding force of
[SKCON. You continue to provide the transcendental philosophy, laws, sadhana, devotees, vision, and per-
sonal example needed for cooperation and progress. The proof of this is that devotees coming from various
backgrounds, with different diksa-gurus, of different ages, and living in various locations have rallied to the
cause of Krsna’s devotional service in Philadelphia, as inspired by you.

You requested devotees to cooperate to push on the Krsna consciousness movement. We are happy to
report that here in Philadelphia we are cooperating forty-eight years after you founded ISKCON.
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The French are fond of saying plus ca change plus c’est la meme chose (“The more things change, the
more they remain the same.”) This is relevant in our case, for despite so many changes, the whole menu of
delightful devotional services to Krsna continues here in Philadelphia.

We pray to your lotus feet to help us make ISKCON of Philadelphia an even more vibrant and welcom-
ing center for broadcasting Lord Caitanya’s glories and message to the residents of the greater Philadelphia
area, as exemplified by you, Srila Prabhupada.

Thank you.

Your servants at New Nilacala Dhama, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA.

(written by Visnugada Dasa)

New Orleans

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

In 1975 you placed your lotus feet in the city of New Orleans and arrived at our fledgling temple, at
once creating a transcendental place of pilgrimage, for all time. The then mayor of the city, Ernest Morial,
granted you the key to the city and opened all doors for you to traverse its environs and preach at will. And
so you blessed New Orleans, “the city that care forgot,” and left an indelible impression upon it for all future
generations of devotees and well-wishers, who have since brought so much Krsna consciousness to a place
that frankly has few rivals in the pursuit and promotion of the most bewildering phantasmagoria of hedonism.

Since that time mass book distribution has gone on nonstop, with some of the world’s top distributors
pumping out steady streams of your saving grace to the multifarious droves of humanity who come here seek-
ing elusive and illusory happiness. On occasion challengers have tried to revoke the carte blanche you were
given for preaching, but your determined servants have fought tooth and nail and, by your mercy, always
come away victorious, securing its continuance.

In the years following your historic and benedictory visit, the world-famous annual Mardi Gras festival
in New Orleans regularly drew North America’s biggest mahda-rathi sankirtana leaders, who never failed to
bring Vaikuntha to earth, creating roaring kirtanas and distributing record-breaking numbers of your books
to immense crowds of revelers, many of whom would fall right in to join our transcendentally joyous chant-
ing party. Throughout it all we experienced your presence buoying up the crowds, floating down the packed,
narrow streets, washing over the darkened atmosphere with the ecstatic light of your and Lord Caitanya’s
inconceivable compassion, never touching the ground.

Those were the magnificent highlights of our days with you in New Orleans. As time passes and great
mahd-rathis come and go, as preaching forums change and evolve, you continue to give us the faith, the
knowledge, the enthusiasm, and a fraction of your compassion to place the mercy of your divine words into
the hands of the most unfortunate, as we try every day to share you with the world. The more we do so, the
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more tangible you become to us and the more we understand that we are nothing other than aspiring instru-
ments of Your Divine Grace.

Please continue to bless us so that we may always remain with you as your humble servants, working to
bring the cooling shade of your lotus feet to this parched, burning, squalid place on earth, so that one day
it will cease to be known as the city that care forgot and will instead become known as the city that Krsna
could not forget.

Your servants in New Sankirtana Puri, New Orleans, Louisiana, USA.

New Panihati

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

[ offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who is very
dear to Lord Krsna on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami.
You are kindly preaching the message of Lord Caitanya and delivering the Western countries, which are filled
with impersonalism and voidism.

On this most glorious anniversary of your appearance, | can only think of how you sacrificed your home
in Vrndavana and the comforts of being surrounded by the Vrajavasis and thousands of temples, and you
came to America to spread Krsna consciousness.

As a second-generation aspiring servant of yours, when [ look around I see nothing but the evidence of
your presence in the many dedicated disciples you left behind for us, the thousands of second-generation
devotees, and so many wonderful temples and communities where the holy name is vibrating through the
ether and the spiritual energy is permeating far and wide. Your love for us is written all over the faces of your
disciples, who have tasted that nectar of your love and care. Reading and hearing your disciples’ narrations
of their association with you, I find that they were surrounded by your compassion and love and care, and |
realize how fortunate they are. If we follow in their footsteps, there is hope for us to taste that nectar.

The past ten years | have been privileged to serve here in Atlanta, New Panihati Dhama. I often remem-
ber your transcendental pastime of delivering your arrival address here with a choked voice, narrating the
pastime of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mercy, saying that He doesn’t even require us to fully surrender. 1
remember how you took so much pain and hardship to give that mercy of Lord Caitanya’s to so many fallen,
conditioned souls so that we would get a chance to taste it.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, here in New Panihati Dhama we have been attempting to follow your instruc-
tions, with regular systematic study of your books, such as Srimad Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam, and
weekly street harinama sankirtana and prasadam distribution. [ know that your mercy is in your instructions
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and that we can feel your presence in our lives only by following them. We beg that you please empower your
lowly servants here to always follow your instructions and also to preach them so that we will always remain
in your ISKCON.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, you have transformed the hearts of thousands with your mercy in the form of
your books, with their wonderful purports, and we can feel your presence when we read your books and hear
you speaking through them. You have given us everything we need to know; there is no need to go elsewhere.
Please bless us that we may never stray from the shade of the dust of your lotus feet.

Your servants at New Panihati Dhama, Atlanta, Georgia, USA.

(written by Vedasara Dasa)

New Ramana Reti

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Siunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

‘sadhu-sanga’, ‘sadhu-sanga’—sarva-sastre kaya
lava-matra sadhu-sange sarva-siddhi haya

“The verdict of all revealed scriptures is that by even a moment’s association with a pure devotee, one can
attain all success. ” (Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 22.54)

One moment!

One moment!

Srila Prabhupada, you were and are so generous with your moments. Your disciples directly experienced
the timeless ecstasy that surrounded you and enveloped them. You shared all the time in the world with us
as you patiently guided us in service—administering the medicine, slowly but surely curing us of the disease
of materialistic life. These moments are eternal. Everything else fades, pales in comparison. These moments
continue to sustain us and take on a life of their own. Scintillating, pulsating, they take root in our heart,
where they continue to nourish and inspire us.

The centers you established are still offering sanctuary to anyone who visits. Like oases in the desert, they
beckon one and all to come and drink from the immortal fountain of mercy and knowledge.

Recently a godsister shared an experience she had had at a support meeting. There were only a few mem-
bers at this particular meeting, and none of the others knew she was a devotee. One member, Sarah, began
relating her experience of a traumatic car accident. Someone had blindsided her, and the impact caused her
SUV to roll over. Her life had flashed before her eyes, and Sarah shared with the group that she couldn’t
remember whether she was supposed to be thinking of Krsna or Visnu.

“What!!?” the devotee asked.

Sarah repeated, “I couldn’t remember whether I should be thinking of Krsna or Visnu.”

“Either would work,” the devotee said. “I'm a Hare Krsna devotee,” she revealed. “How is it that you were
remembering Krsna and Visnu?”
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Sarah said, “Years ago I visited a Hare Krsna temple, and I never forgot what they taught me.”

Confronted with death, she remembered the pure devotee’s essential instruction for anyone in that situ-
ation. One small story, but there are countless anecdotes like this.

The web of your mercy extends beyond our comprehension. Everywhere we see evidence of your presence
and the changes your association have brought to our world.

Besides the personal transformations your disciples have undergone, the whole world continues to undergo
spiritual transformation due to the moments of your association. Vegetarianism was something relegated to
a few eccentric beatniks back in the day, but presently you can request vegetarian entrees on any airline
and in most restaurants. This is a result of your divine presence. Prasidam and your books are purifying the
world. Prasadam distribution is one of the most effective ways that your disciples and granddisciples distribute
Krsna’s mercy. | remember you lecturing underneath a banyan tree on a balmy evening in Miami in 1975.
Speaking of prasadam, you said that all of us had come to you due to prasadam. “Even you, Abhirama,” you
quipped, glancing at our temple president. Prasadam, the ultimate weapon, continues to work imperceptibly
but powerfully to transform the world. Today devotees widely distribute prasadam on college campuses and
wherever and whenever else they have an opportunity. As the prasidam works its magic, countless souls will
come to your lotus feet in time.

Kirtana was virtually unheard-of before you came to America in 1965, but by your strong desire and
tireless efforts kirtana is becoming a household word, and the world is thus undergoing extensive purifica-
tion. There’s a YouTube video of a Catholic woman who was invited to the home of one of her students, an
incognito Hare Krsna, for a yoga experience. She didn’t realize she was in the middle of a Hare Krsna kirtana
until it was too late! She was transformed! Harinama-sankirtana has experienced a renaissance worldwide.
All living entities in Kali-yuga are always close to tragedy and disaster. You told us that the chanting of
Hare Krsna could turn back the tide of Kali-yuga. It’s the only way, the only way, the only way. Ratha-yatra
festivals continue to expand worldwide—a dream of yours from childhood. People still approach us who are
unfamiliar with the festival and ask, “What is this?” They beg to know more. Everyone joins in the labor of
love, pulling the cart with Their Lordships seated regally, mercifully guiding the celebrants, as Lord Jagan-
natha floods the world with His mercy.

In 1976 in Vrndavana | awoke early and decided to walk near your quarters and chant my rounds. It was
about 1:30 a.m., and I could see you through the window, painstakingly translating your books, knowing that
they were the only hope for our pathetic world. I stood and watched you, aware that I was observing some
unique moments. Stories of your books liberating the conditioned souls abound. “These books act like Dei-
ties,” you explained. “If they read one word their lives will be changed forever. Even if someone purchases
a book and places it on the bookshelf, the book will act, purifying the home.” One devotee told me how she
purchased a book at the Honolulu airport with no intention of ever reading it. She brought it home and placed
it on an upper shelf, and there it sat for eight years purifying her home. One day while she sat daydreaming
she looked up, saw the book, took it off the shelf, and began to read it. Convinced, she went to the nearest
temple and surrendered.

Your genius is unfathomable, your compassion incomprehensible. The quintessential miracle is the ongo-
ing power of your prasadam, kirtana, and books. Drops of mercy, unconditional mercy.

Srila Prabhupada, in a poem you wrote onboard the Jaladuta in 1965, entitled “Prayer unto the Lotus
Feet of Krsna” you spoke of the desire of your spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura:

tara iccha balavan pascatyete than than
hoy jate gauranger nam

prthivite nagaradi asamudra nada nadi
sakalei loy krsna nam

“By [Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatt’s] strong desire, the holy name of Lord Gauranga will spread throughout

the countries of the Western world. In all the cities, towns, and villages on the earth, from all the oceans,
seas, rivers, and streams, everyone will chant the holy name of Krsna.”
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Srila Prabhupada, you worked tirelessly to make sure Srila Bhaktisiddhanta’s words were not in vain.

We pray to become your instruments—your pure instruments. You have set the stage and already ac-
complished the mission. Still, out of your mercy you are giving us an opportunity to participate in fulfilling
Lord Caitanya’s prediction. This movement will travel to every town, village, and farm. That is a fact. If we
don’t take up the task, others will. Please empower us; purify our hearts so that our only desire will be to push
on this sankirtana movement.

When the time comes for us to receive your personal association once again, Srila Prabhupada, we will

honor that moment. Inspired by a verse spoken by Lord Caitanya and recorded in the Caitanya-caritamrta
(Madhya 2.38), we declare:

punah yadi kona ksana, karaya prabhupada darasana
tabe sei ghati-ksana-pala
diya malya-candana, mana ratna-abharana,
alankrta karimu sakala

“If by chance such a moment comes when I can once again see Srila Prabhupada, then I shall worship those
seconds, moments, and hours with flower garlands and pulp of sandalwood and decorate them with all kinds
of jewels and ornaments.” Until that blessed reunion occurs, Srila Prabhupada, please allow us to deliver
your unconditional mercy.

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for your unconditional love.

Your devoted servants at New Ramana Reti Dhama, ISKCON’s rural community in Alachua, Florida, USA.

(written by Sukhada Devi Dasi)

New Remuna

Dear Srila Prabhupada,
Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

On this glorious anniversary of your appearance, we offer our most heartfelt thanks to you for the many
gifts you have bestowed on us and all your sincere followers. The devotees of ISKCON Toronto, New Remuna
Dhama, would like to humbly present the small services we have rendered to your lotus feet, with the hope
that we can continue to receive your mercy and shelter as we try to gain a small taste for devotional service
to Lord Sri Krsna.

Srila Prabhupada, the world around us today promotes itself as technologically robust and laden with
scientific and industrial advances. Especially in the West, people live in a world where the release of a new
computer or portable phone is celebrated as if it were the arrival of messengers from heaven. The public is
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constantly bombarded with advertisements that induce them to consume more products, with the promise
to help increase the comfort of their daily lives. Even something as simple as going to the grocery store to
buy some produce is now discussed among business strategists and psychologists so as to make the consumer’s
“shopping experience” more pleasurable, comfortable, and convenient. The purpose of all this, of course, is
to get the public to spend more of their hard-earned money in the futile attempt to buy happiness. Material-
ism and hedonism are rampant, Srila Prabhupada, and the scariest part is that they are cloaked in a shiny,
attractive, alluring package to convince the masses that happiness can be found through the almighty dollar.
As you aptly state in your purport to Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.14.10:

At the present moment, however, everyone is engaged in technological advancement, which is
described in Bhagavad-gita as ugra-karma—extremely severe endeavor. This ugra-karma is the cause
of agitation within the human mind. Men are engaging in many sinful activities and becoming
degraded by opening slaughterhouses, breweries, and cigarette factories, as well as nightclubs and
other establishments for sense enjoyment. In this way they are spoiling their lives.

Yes, Srila Prabhupada, depression rates are at all-time highs. Reports of mental illnesses continue to rise.
The unbridled breakdown of the family unit and the destruction of the very social fabric that people rely on
continue unabated. Srila Prabhupada, it is for these reasons, and more, that we find a continued rising interest
in Krsna consciousness here in Toronto. In fact, although we are in the heart of materialism in downtown
Toronto, our temple continues to flourish. Whether it be an eye-opening conversation on the street when
distributing books, giving the holy name to students as they stress out preparing for exams, or teaching a yoga
practitioner how to chant on beads, the devotees in our community continue to see that there is an eager
appetite for Krsna consciousness.

Srila Prabhupada, the last year was a tumultuous one for the devotees of ISKCON Toronto. As a large
community of devotees, we faced challenges together, seized opportunities together, broke new ground together,
and collectively grew together in the service of Sri Sri Radha—Ksira-cora Gopinatha and you.

In our temple, grand festivals throughout the year saw people flood into our building to take darsana of
the Deities and enthusiastically celebrate through kirtana, classes, dramas, prasadam, and more. We continue
to see wonderful turnouts for our Sunday Feasts and are inspired with the challenge of how to create more
personal connections with our guests to help introduce them to your books and chanting the holy name. Our
dedicated piijaris continue to render service to our beloved Deities with great care and attention to detail. The
population of our temple asrama has continued to ebb and flow, and we are pressing the search for a model
by which we can develop a thriving asrama for both men and women. Our old building continues to present
new challenges, and we are always on our toes, trying to keep up with the ongoing needs of our historic home,
which you personally selected back in 1975. We are developing grand plans to care for and utilize our temple
building in the best possible fashion.

Srila Prabhupada, outreach continues to thrive here at ISKCON Toronto through the tireless efforts of
devotees who pour seemingly unlimited amounts of time into their service. The Krsna Club program at York
University regularly sees keenly inquisitive students attend programs where they are introduced to Krsna
consciousness. Book distribution, something so close to your heart, Srila Prabhupada, expanded this past
year, and we set and achieved our goals as devotees distributed tens of thousands of your books. Monthly
sankirtana festivals are now just one of many ways that your books are making their way from the boxes in
our storage room to the hands and minds of spiritual seekers.

Every month we hold an “Evening of Bhakti” at the temple, and the crowds are swelling as the yoga
community continues to take notice that the Hare Krsna temple is a hotspot for kirtana, delicious food, and
philosophy. Through dedicated effort and investment, our Govinda’s restaurant has steadily grown, and we
are seeing countless people come to your temple to partake of a dining experience that is so satisfying that
they continue to visit time and time again. Our Ratha-yatra has continued its explosive growth, with tens of
thousands coming to take part in festivities that now extend beyond the weekend festival. The dynamic ap-
proach of bringing the Ratha-yatra back to an outreach focus is seeing incredible success, with media, corporate
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sponsors, and masses of people from varied ethnic backgrounds lining up to chant and learn of our spiritual
culture. Every month our Food for Life program continues to serve hot prasadam to Toronto’s homeless, and
kirtana always accompanies the prasadam as it is handed out. We preformed a massive harinama at City Hall
on New Year’s Eve, with thousands of revelers joining the devotees in dancing for joy. Several times a year,
thousands upon thousands of convention-goers line up to buy prasadam at wonderfully successful food fairs.
It is through these humble efforts that we continue to seek your blessings and guidance as we try to boldly
share your message of Krsna consciousness with the entire city.

Srila Prabhupada, as a growing community, we have begun to see the need to take care of our devotees.
Cultivation efforts continue through wonderful initiatives like Bhakti Vrksas, personal mentoring, and the
building of friendships, but we are seeing the pressing need to formalize and develop programs to care for
those who are newer in their practice of Krsna consciousness. We see this as a monumental challenge, and,
as a community, we hope to realize the full potential of mentoring and caring for these newer devotees. Great
strides are being made in developing formal educational programs for our community through seminars,
classes, and workshops, and we continue to see a strong thirst for knowledge of your books and teachings
from our devotee community.

The bright faces and squealing laughter of children resonate both at exciting Kids Camps and also through-
out our temple as the now-formalized Sunday School program continues to blossom, resulting in children
regaling their parents with pastimes of Krsna as families drive home from the temple after Sunday Feasts.
We are also humbly continuing to build bridges between our temple and the three other thriving centers in
the Toronto area—ISKCON Scarborough, ISKCON Brampton, and the Bhakti Lounge. Our community of
devotees at ISKCON Toronto has taken notice of the growing wave of enthusiasm in our movement with
respect to devotee care. Our sincere desire is to develop programs, ideas, and support systems for our own
community of devotees during their times of need. Whether it is bringing prasadam to a devotee who is ill,
or offering spiritual and emotional support for devotee families when they lose loved ones, we see the grow-
ing need to take care of our own community, and we seek your mercy and blessings as we make small steps
toward this goal.

Central to making all this happen is the guidance and blessings of senior Vaisnavas. We feel truly blessed,
Srila Prabhupada, to have the personal association of so many of your direct disciples and granddisciples,
who take time out of their busy schedules to come to New Remuna Dhama. Senior devotees like Vaisesika
Prabhu, Sankarsana Prabhu, Laxmimoni Dasi, Bhakti Brhat Bhagavata Swami, Dravida Prabhu, Devamrta
Swami, Krsna-nandini Dasi, Nityananda Prabhu, and so many more become personifications of inspiration
as they bring your teachings and instructions to the hungry devotees of Toronto. Combining this with the
ongoing guidance we receive from both Bhaktimarga Swami and Gopal Krsna Goswami yields a community
that continually feels blanketed in love, care, and affection from senior Vaisnavas.

Srila Prabhupada, we are clearly the smallest of saplings in the gargantuan forest of worldwide devotees,
and we do not feel qualified to render service to your lotus feet. It will only be through your blessings that
we will be able to see our community establish stronger roots, branch out to wider audiences, and bear the
sweetest of fruits in the form of soft-hearted devotees.

Srila Prabhupada, the message of materialism will certainly continue to bombard the wider populace, and
it will do so with the mirage of shimmering images, dazzling tricks, and fancy packaging. But with your mercy,
the devotees of ISKCON Toronto will be able to counteract these allurements with the shimmering images
of Lord Krsna, the dazzling sounds of kirtana, and the most wonderful packaging of your pearls of wisdom in
your books. Your love and personal instructions continue to inspire us to chip away at the edifice of illusion
built by the servants of the material energy. We continue to strive toward living your teachings more and
more and establishing even more strongly your role as our beloved founder-acarya. We seek your blessings as
we continue to try to broaden our outreach, develop a stronger community of devotees, provide support and
care for our community, and take care of your beautiful temple at 243 Avenue Road.

We remain eternally indebted to you and humbly fall at your lotus feet. Hare Krsna.

Your insignificant servants at New Remuna Dhama, ISKCON’s temple community in Toronto, Canada.
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New Talavana

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. Today I have decided to write your Vyasa-piija offering on behalf of
your New Talavana temple and farm community. We hope you will appreciate it despite its inevitable faults.

Although this offering certainly has its faults, you are faultless. While suffering ordinary or extraordinary
circumstances in this world of birth and death, you were fixed in devotional service to your Guru Maharaja
and the Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna. You are always thinking and acting for the benefit of others, and you
find infinite pleasure in serving the Supreme Lord. Consequently, there is no room in your divine being for
anti—Krsna-conscious nonsense.

We are your servants, and we are always ready to carry out your command. It wasn’t easy when we joined
you; nor was it easy after you left this world. However, sticking to your lotus feet has continued to provide us
shelter. We are very fortunate. We should have drowned in the ocean of material existence, but you taught
us the message of Lord Krsna’s yuga-avatara and His parampara; thus you delivered us by your teachings
and the wonderful society you created for the purpose of delivering humanity, the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness.

Your ministry will continue to grow and grow because your teachings are the most potent weapons for
piercing the darkness of fruitive activity and mental speculation. The devotees in your society will carry on,
following in your footsteps; thus they will lead people back home, back to Godhead. Therefore the distribu-
tion of your transcendental literatures continues to be a priority in our lives, although we represent another
aspect of your mission and much of your unfinished business on this planet.

Your mission’s other aspect and your unfinished business are your farm communities and the establish-
ment of varnasrama-dharma. Your farsighted vision included our society supplying its own food, and members
embracing a sense of duty, or dharma. Protecting cows? No other so-called guru in the Western world even
considered making this a priority, but you’re different. You’re the pure devotee of the Prince of Vrajabhiimi,
and protecting cows is a big priority for Him. Thus you emphasized it. Performing our duties for you meant
following in the footsteps of Lord Krsna’s dearmost friend, the powerful Pandava Arjuna. Consequently,
thinking and acting according to the teachings of Lord Krsna’s Bhagavad-gita is your society’s dharma.

Your books are purifying the hearts of humanity, and the directions you’ve given for living in this world
are practical and hardy. Taking care of cows and growing food is real self-sufficiency and rugged individual-
ism. And even more rugged and self-sufficient is the generation of energy from the power of Dharma the
bull. You were far ahead of your time, Srila Prabhupada. As a society we are just beginning to catch up to
your pure intelligence in regard to farming communities and varnasrama-dharma.

Will we succeed? If we do, by your mercy, that will be our life’s perfection. But if we fall short, I pray that
the future generations of ISKCON devotees will fulfill these ideals for the benefit of humanity, thus adding
to the recognition you deserve, Srila Prabhupada, as history’s greatest exponent of God consciousness in the
fallen Age of Kali.

Srila Prabhupada, you are grateful like Bhagavan Sri Krsna, and therefore we are hopeful that you will
always appreciate our humble selfless service. Therefore let us push on and not waste time constantly looking
back. We shall continue to serve the Lord’s arca-vigraha manifestation and distribute His merciful prasadam
and your transcendental literatures. We will teach others this wonderful science you've given us, and simul-
taneously we will grow food, protect cows, and live according to the dharma of varnasrama, as espoused by
Lord Krsna and exhibited by His yuga-avatara, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the Golden Avatara.

This science of the self, its relationship with the Superself, the nature of man, and how man can utilize
his nature in God’s service for His pleasure was transmitted to our humble selves by Your Divine Grace, mostly
through your Bhagavad-gita As It Is and other hallowed writings, as well as through your service, Society, and
personal instructions May we never forget any of them and always hear and chant your glories and render
service onto your divine lotus feet.
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Chanting and dancing in the harinama-sankirtana-yajfia and eating the holy remnants of Their Lord-
ships Nitai-Gaurasundara, we are working our way back to Godhead to join your sankirtana party, wherever
it may be. Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for giving us devotional life and the wonderful opportunity to serve
your brilliant perspective and devotees. May we always follow in your footsteps and help others on the path
back home, back to Godhead. May we fulfill your great ambition to save the whole world from going to hell.
Please bless us to always be one of your trusted servitors.

Your humble servants at New Talavana Dhama, in rural southern Mississippi, USA.

(written by Yogindra-vandana Dasa)

New Varsana

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you on this great occasion!

[t gives me great pleasure to let you know that since your first trip down under in 1972, when you trav-
eled all the way from Krsna’s transcendental playground, Sri Vrndavana, to this remote land, New Zealand,
your ISKCON society here has steadily continued to win favor with the people in general, from the man in
the street up to the prime minister.

Very bewildering indeed is Krsna’s external energy—He calls it “My divine energy”—with really no way
out on our own, no matter who we are. The only way out is to surrender to Krsna, with deep faith in guru
and the previous acaryas—a faith you showed to an amazing degree.

Srila Prabhupada, your Markine Bhagavata-dharma, the captivating poetic prayer to Krsna you wrote on
the Jaladuta in September 1965, nicely sums up the predicament of us all, and the solution. An excerpt from
your English translation of the Bengali original:

Most of the population here is covered by the material modes of ignorance and passion. Absorbed
in material life, they think themselves very happy and satisfied, and therefore they have no taste for
the transcendental message of Vasudeva. I do not know how they will be able to understand it. But
[ know Your causeless mercy can make everything possible because You are the most expert mystic.

By your pure devotion, strong conviction, and hard work, people from all walks of life, East and West, now
have the opportunity to learn for the first time the ultimate goal of life: returning home, back to Godhead.
This opportunity is very historic. Outside India, devotees are taking to the streets dressed as Vaisnavas, with
shaven heads, dhotis, kurtas, and saris, and also in Western dress, chanting the holy name and dancing. This
has never happened before in the West. It is all by your mercy and your desire to please the Supreme Lord.

There is no doubt that you are bringing great pleasure to Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and the Six Gosvamis
of Vrndavana.

You are Krsna’s expert mystic. Your movement is coming up on its fiftieth anniversary, and already there
are thousands of devotees, millions of books distributed, and millions of people who have tasted prasadam.

We are just the first or second generation of pioneers. Krsna’s plans are not small. He is the Supreme,
and this earth is only one of His planets. Krsna has appeared in this age on this planet in His most merciful
form, Lord Gauranga, and called to the fallen souls of this age: “I have brought the medicine for destroying
the illusion of maya. Now pray for this harinama maha-mantra and take it.”

How beautiful! It’s free—just take it!
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Dear Srila Prabhupada, you have given the world the mercy of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is freely
giving love of Godhead. If not for you, Srila Prabhupada, there would be no ISKCON, no harinama, no
prasadam, no Deities, no books, no Mayapur, no Vrndavana, no life.

Thank you for tolerating us.

Your servants at New Varsana, ISKCON’s farm community in New Zealand.

(written by Kalasamvara Dasa)

New Vraja-dhama

Dear Srila Prabhupada,
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to the dust of your divine lotus feet!

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

[ offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who is very
dear to Lord Krsna on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Sarasvati Gosvami. You are kindly
preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are filled with
impersonalism and voidism.

All glories to the day when you appeared! All glories to you for coming to the Western world to deliver
us from sinful life and give us pure love of Godhead!

Your appearance in this world is a great benediction for us.

While contemplating how you sacrificed everything to carry out your spiritual master’s order and fulfill
Lord Caitanya’s prophecy, | remembered this passage in one of your purports:

The prediction of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu will triumph: prehivite ache yata nagaradi grama/ sarvatra
pracara haibe mora nama. “In every town and village, the chanting of My name will be heard.” No
one can check the spread of the Krsna consciousness movement because upon this movement is
the benediction of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. [Caitanya-
caritamrta, Adi 17.203, purport]

[t was the Lord’s plan that you come because He wanted to fulfill this prophecy through His great
devotee. What a wonderful person you must be, Srila Prabhupada, if the Supreme Lord entrusts you with
such a special service!

Lord Caitanya said to Lord Nityananda (Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 16.64):

prati-varsa nilacale tumi na asiba
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gaude rahi’ mora iccha saphala kariba

“Do not come to Jagannatha Puri every year, but stay in Bengal and fulfill My desire.”

[PURPORT:] The mission of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is to spread the only medicine effective in
this fallen Age of Kali—the chanting of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra. Following the orders of His
mother, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu was residing at Jagannatha Puri, and the devotees were coming
to see Him. However, the Lord felt that this message must be spread very elaborately in Bengal, and
in His absence there was not a second person capable of doing it. Consequently the Lord requested
Nityananda Prabhu to stay there and broadcast the message of Krsna consciousness. The Lord also
entrusted a similar preaching responsibility to Riipa Gosvami and Sanatana Gosvami. Nityananda
Prabhu was requested not to come every year to Jagannatha Puri, although seeing Lord Jagannatha
greatly benefits everyone. Does this mean that the Lord was refusing Nityananda Prabhu a fortunate
opportunity? No. One who is a faithful servant of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu must execute His order,
even if one has to sacrifice going to Jagannatha Puri to see Lord Jagannatha there. In other words,
it is a greater fortune to carry out Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s order than to satisfy one’s senses by
seeing Lord Jagannatha.

A question arises upon hearing this pastime: Did the Lord deny you an opportunity to live in Vrndavana?
Here is your answer to this question:

Preaching Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s cult throughout the world is more important than staying in
Vrndavana or Jagannatha Puri for one’s own personal satisfaction. Spreading Krsna consciousness
is Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mission; therefore His sincere devotees must carry out His desire.
[Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 16.64, purport]

Hearing these words from you means you certainly achieved perfection, because you entirely fulfilled
this desire of the Lord’s. You came to the Western world, renouncing the spiritual benefits of the holy dhama,

but in fact wherever you are, there is Vrndavana:

bhavad-vidha bhagavatas tirtha-bhiitah svayam vibho
tirthi-kurvanti tirthani svantah-sthena gadabhrta

[King Yudhisthira said to Saint Vidura:] My lord, devotees like your good self are verily holy places

personified. Because you carry the Personality of Godhead within your heart, you turn all places

into places of pilgrimage.

By manifesting the knowledge in your books, the devotees here in New Vraja-dhama feel that it has also
become Vrndavana.

We will never be able to repay our debt to you, Srila Prabhupada.

The devotees of New Vraja Dhama, Krishna Valley, Hungary.

(written by Sankirtana Dasa)
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New Vrajamandala

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances. All glories to your divine appearance in this world!

By your unfathomable compassion upon us fallen conditioned souls, you constantly distribute your mercy
to your followers by engaging everyone, according to his or her capacity, in the service of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, Sri Krsna. Your merciful vani association enables many sincere souls to advance quickly
on the path of devotional service. Your words enter their hearts, inspiring them to dedicate their lives to
the mission of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu—giving the holy name to everyone they meet. People all over the
world are being benefited by the association of the members of your transcendental family, who offer the
holy name as the only refuge for suffering humanity in Kali-yuga.

Although Sri Krsna owns the “copyright” of His own name, He does not wish to keep this treasure for
Himself but desires to share it with others. By His mercy, may all those sincere souls who develop an attraction
for His name receive your books and understand the process of bhakti-yoga. Then the intelligent and humble
followers of your instructions will be able to guide others to the Lord’s lotus feet. These transcendental books
are not the fantasy of some fiction writer but have been dictated to you by the Lord personally because you
are his pure devotee. Thus He revealed Himself within your heart, Srila Prabhupada. The translations and
commentary are therefore perfectly presented by one in full knowledge of the science of Krsna.

By reading your transcendental books, anyone—regardless of gender, race, or social, economic, or edu-
cational status—can associate with the Lord and His pure devotee and become completely purified through
hearing and chanting. As a result, such a fortunate soul will engage all his senses in the loving service of the
Lord and His devotees. This is the only process for purifying the mind and senses, making the whole atmo-
sphere auspicious, and coming to the platform of steady devotional service. As Siita Gosvami explains to the
sages at Naimisaranya (Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.2.17-18):

$rnvatam sva-kathah krsnah punya-sravana-kirtanah
hrdy antah stho hy abhadrani vidhunoti suhrt satam

nasta-prayesv abhadresu nityarn bhagavata-sevaya
bhagavaty uttama-sloke bhaktir bhavati naisthiki

Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead, who is the Paramatma [Supersoul] in everyone’s heart and the
benefactor of the truthful devotee, cleanses desire for material enjoyment from the heart of the devotee
who has developed the urge to hear His messages, which are in themselves virtuous when properly heard
and chanted. By regular attendance in classes on the Bhagavatam and by rendering of service to the pure
devotee, all that is troublesome to the heart is almost completely destroyed, and loving service unto the
Personality of Godhead, who is praised with transcendental songs, is established as an irrevocable fact.

We thank you a thousand times for giving us so much, so unconditionally. Begging your mercy to continue
in the service of Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga, we remain

Your servants at New Vrajamandala, ISKCON’s rural community in Spain.

(written by Godrumadvipa Dasa)
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New Vrindaban

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glory to your lotus feet!

Recently we held a board meeting at which members of various temple departments made presentations
on their activities during the past year. One story was particularly memorable:

A highlight for pilgrims during the peak season in New Vrindaban is the Saturday evening swan-boat
festival, where Sri Sri Radha—Vrndavana-candra’s utsava Deities float around Kusuma Sarovara on a swan-
shaped boat while Their devotees and pilgrims chant on the banks and fireworks go off overhead. One
Saturday, just as two members of the congregational development team were about to push off and start the
festival, they discovered that the boat’s motor was not working. Dismayed at the thought of disappointing
the assembled crowd, their fears were confirmed when they quickly realized there was no way of fixing the
motor in time, and so they prepared to step off the boat. Suddenly, however, it began to move. At first, they
could not identify the cause. After listening for a few moments, though, they noticed that, in place of the
steady purring of the motor that they were used to, they heard an intermittent “Splunk!” “Splunk!” “Splunk!”
Finally, looking behind the boat, they were astonished to see their department head swimming in the water
below. While the two of them had given up hope almost immediately after learning of the motor malfunction,
their leader had, without hesitation, pulled off his shirt, jumped into the kunda, and begun kicking, pushing
the boat ahead of him. They were so moved by his selfless dedication to serving you, Srila Prabhupada, that
they began to cry.

New Vrindaban started as a “spiritual frontier,” pioneered by dedicated and dynamic individuals. Their
common goal was to fulfill your vision of a self-sufficient farm community and place of pilgrimage in the West.
To this end, they devoted countless hours of loving service and incredible amounts of energy and enthusiasm.
Some of those pioneers are still with us, as we try to revive this mood of unflagging endeavor to serve your
instructions—the same mood illustrated above.

Part of this effort has involved bringing in new blood. For example, we hired a successful local organic
farmer to head up our food production. Although not currently a practicing devotee, she has a natural fond-
ness for the community: She visited here with her husband on their wedding anniversary, and when asked
to write a geography paper comparing two locales, she chose Vrndavana (India) and New Vrindaban. Also,
a young man who has grown up in your movement was so inspired by a recent ISKCON leadership seminar
that he has taken over management of our guest lodge.

Another part of this effort has involved making the difficult decision to allow natural gas drilling on the
property. Although we would never have invited this kind of activity into the dhama on our own initiative,
neighboring landowners brought it into our midst. So, making the best use of a bad bargain, we decided to
sign leases and employ the funds to pursue your goal of simple living and high thinking; using a thorn to
remove a thorn, as Your Divine Grace would sometimes say.

During your last visit here, in June 1976, you explained the role New Vrindaban should play in modern society:

Make this ideal life here. America has got good potency. We have got so much land here. We can have
hundreds of New Vrindabans or farms like that. And people will be happy. And invite all the world,
‘Please come and live with us. Why you are suffering congestion, overpopulation? Welcome here.
Chant Hare Krsna.’ Make that. Indian culture and American strength make the whole world happy.

Please bless us all with the same Brijabasi Spirit that inspired your original New Vrindaban “inmates” so
that we can build on the foundation they laid and create the community you wanted—one that is a sanctuary

and model for the world.

Your servants at New Vrindaban Dhama, West Virginia, USA.
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New York City (Brooklyn)

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

[ offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who is very
dear to Lord Krsna on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami.
You are kindly preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western countries, which are
filled with impersonalism and voidism.

vande guriin iSa-bhaktan iSam isavatarakan
tat-prakasams ca tac-chaktih krsna-caitanya-samjiiakam

[ offer my respectful obeisances unto the spiritual masters, the devotees of the Lord, the Lord’s incarnations,
His plenary portions, His energies, and the primeval Lord Himself, Sri Krsna Caitanya.

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Today we feel most blessed and blissful on this occasion, the wonderful Vyasa-piija celebration of Your
Divine Grace.

Srila Prabhupada, I believe Sri Sri Radha-Govindadeva especially blessed us by scheduling your appearance
day in 1896 on Nandotsava, the day after Sri Krsna Janmastami. Krsna knew the great spiritual mission Your Di-
vine Grace would establish in this dark and dangerous Kali-yuga, and so, brilliantly shining His wonderful mercy
that beautiful September day in 1896 when Your Divine Grace appeared, and which He would again radiantly
manifest as the unlimited mercy of Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Sri Nityananda Rama, He blessed all of
us, your dedicated followers, with the double ecstasy of a wonderful two-day celebration of bliss, transcendental
knowledge, and love, namely Sri Krsna Janmastami and Sri Vyasa-pija. It is a very good day indeed, Srila Prabh-
upada, for all who serve Your Divine Grace with sincere eagerness, enthusiasm, and unwavering dedication, along
with love, devotion, and immovable, unflinching faith. We are always inspired by your kindness, mercy, and love.

On this very special day we may oftentimes glimpse a little taste of divine bhava, perhaps a few tears, perhaps
a faltering voice, perhaps a heart and soul mystically affected and blessed by Your Divine Grace and Lord Sri
Nityananda Rama, Lord Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu, influenced perhaps by the Queen of Vrndavana,
Srimati Radharani, and by the transcendental, all-powerful cause of all causes, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, the greatest lover, Bhagavan Srila Govindadeva, the master of the gopis and the lover of Radharani.

mantra-guru ara yata Siksa-guru-gana
tanhara carana age kariye vandana

“I first offer my respectful obeisances at the lotus feet of my initiating spiritual master and all my instructing
spiritual masters.” (Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi 1.35)

Our goal, Srila Prabhupada, is unalloyed devotional service offered at your lotus feet, birth after birth.
Therefore we aspire to be servants of the servants of the servants of Gaura-Nitai and Radha-Govindadeva.
Our aim is to associate in blissful loving relations with the wonderful Vaisnavas who come together to chant
the purifying nectar comprising the eternal blissful glories of Krsna. We associate safely and blissfully by

200



chanting Krsna’s holy names: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

The ever-growing worldwide community of wonderful Vaisnavas has been attracted to this great Hare
Krsna movement by your unalloyed, pure bhakti-seva, performed in loving obedience to Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Gosvami Maharaja and offered to the lotus feet of the Gaudiya sampradaya predecessor dacaryas.
This pure bhakti-seva, offered and received as it is, unadulterated, through the chain of Vaisnava acaryas,
arriving perfect and complete, delivered at the lotus feet of Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu, whose desire
has thus been fulfilled and who therefore becomes very much pleased upon us all and reciprocates and blesses
us all with the soothing rain of His ecstatic bliss and love. Yes, pure bhakti-seva, Srila Prabhupada—the only
acceptable prescription for fulfilling the Hare Krsna mission, for it alone fulfills the mystical mission of
the Golden Avatara, Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu, thereby causing Sri Gauranga’s causeless monsoon
of mercy to pour down incessant loving vibrations from His golden heart. Jaya Sri Krsna Caitanya, Prabhu
Nityananda, Jaya Advaita, Gadadhara, Srivasa Adi-gaura-bhakta-vrnda! Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

We develop love for Krsna by Krsna conscious activities. Yes, Srila Prabhupada, we can know the Supreme
Absolute Truth if you bless us with mercy so our blind, sleeping eyes awaken with divine vision. The most
confidential secret of success, simple and sublime, is submissive aural reception of the transcendental sounds
vibrated by those who know the science of God perfectly, Srila Prabhupada.

The most confidential secret, simple and sublime, is to follow the path of Krsna consciousness you es-
tablished for us, Srila Prabhupada. You are our $iksa-guru, Srila Prabhupada. Please show us the simple and
sublime path, awaken our eyes with divine vision, reveal to us the Absolute Truth, and remove our fears, our
stress, the perpetual anxiety inflicted by the path of darkness, and make our faith stronger than steel, Srila
Prabhupada. Please guide us to such wonderful transcendent light by shining the transcendental, eternal,
and peaceful supreme divine light of bhagavad-bhakti, of Bhagavan Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu, deep
into our dark, sleeping, and lonely hearts, which simply hunger only for pure Krsna consciousness, for pure
krsna-bhakti, devotional service, birth after birth, Srila Prabhupada.

Siksa-guruke ta’ jani krsnera svariipa
antaryami, bhakta-srestha,—ei dui riipa

“One should know the instructing spiritual master to be the Personality of Krsna. Lord Krsna manifests
Himself as the Supersoul and as the greatest devotee of the Lord.” (Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi 1.47)

Srila Prabhupada, a devotee must have only one initiating spiritual master, as the scriptures state that
having more than one is always forbidden. There is no limit, however, to the number of instructing spiritual
masters we may accept. You are the perfect self-realized and Krsna-realized siksa-guru, Srila Prabhupada. Your
Bhaktivedanta archives of transcendental sound is unsurpassed, delivering the perfection of Krsna conscious
thought and a treasure house of realization and wisdom. The transcendent wisdom emanates from Bhagavan
Srila Govindadeva, the supreme author, the original guru, who told you what to write in your wonderful books.

Anyone who is reluctant to accept Your Divine Grace as such a perfect, topmost, self-realized, and
Krsna-realized Siksa-guru is very unfortunate, for he is sure to be slowed down in his endeavor to go back
to Godhead. Indeed, such a person, unfortunately not taking advantage of your empowered Siksa, your
transcendental Krsna conscious sound vibration, will have to encounter many stumbling blocks on the path
of self-realization and Krsna-realization. Such a person will thereby lose the great opportunity at hand: to
achieve by your mercy the perfection of Krsna consciousness, the topmost goal of krsna-bhakti-yoga, in this
precious and short lifetime, Srila Prabhupada.

Please bless us today, Srila Prabhupada. Please force us by the power of your mercy to avoid becoming
aimlessly floating souls on the ocean of nescience, like ships without rudders. Srila Prabhupada, by accepting
your wise guidance as our preeminent Siksa-guru, we are in fact accepting a miraculous blessing in our condi-
tioned and sorrowful hearts. A miraculous blessing needed by so many unfortunate hearts, Srila Prabhupada.

May your unsurpassed siksa kindle our hearts with peace, ignite them with happiness, and awaken them
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with love, beginning with those inherent eternal blissful emotions of bhava-bhakti, leading to the ultimate
transcendental vibration of krsna-prema. Some day, by your mercy, Srila Prabhupada—yes, Srila Prabhupada.
When, oh when, will that day be ours?

Srila Prabhupada, it is therefore of the utmost urgency that every sincere disciple and every person
aspiring to be a sincere disciple accept bona fide spiritual masters in terms of the §astric injunctions. Both
a diksa-guru and Siksa-gurus. Srila Jiva Gosvami, a great acarya and wonderful siksa-guru, advises us not
to accept a spiritual master in terms of hereditary or customary social and ecclesiastical conventions. One
should simply try to find a genuinely qualified, bona fide, self-realized spiritual master for real and substantial
advancement in Krsna consciousness.

naivopayanty apacitim kavayas tavesa
brahmayusapi krtam rddha-mudah smarantah

yo 'ntar bahis tanu-bhrtam asubham vidhunvann
acarya-caitya-vapusa sva-gatim vyanakti

“O my Lord! Transcendental poets and experts in spiritual science could not fully express their indebtedness
to You, even if they were endowed with the prolonged lifetime of Brahma, for You appear in two features—
externally as the acarya and internally as the Supersoul—to deliver the embodied living being by directing
him how to come to You.” (grimad—Bhdgavatam 11.29.6)

Srila Prabhupada, while others give us help in showing the path of Krsna consciousness, the spiritual
master who initiates us with the Hare Krsna maha-mantra is to be known as the initiator, the diksa-guru,
and the saintly persons who provide instructions for our progressive advancement in Krsna consciousness
are called instructing spiritual masters, Siksa-gurus. The initiating and instructing spiritual masters are equal
and identical manifestations of Krsna, although they have different dealings.

Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Sri Nityananda Rama have mercifully blessed us by establishing this
divine system of transcendent dissemination of divya-jfiana, the blessing of transcendental knowledge and
self-realization and Krsna-realization. By the mercy of Gaura-Nitai, all those who follow your perfect Krsna
conscious Siksa shall achieve the topmost goal of perfect and complete Krsna consciousness, and at the end
all such perfect siksa followers shall be qualified to return home, back to Godhead.

Srila Prabhupada, since you are our preeminent instructing spiritual master, we realize Your Divine
Grace to be a bona fide representative of Sri Krsna. Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu Himself teaches us from
within and without as the instructing guru. He teaches us within as the Supersoul, Paramatma, our constant
companion, and from without He teaches us from the Bhagavad-gita as the instructing spiritual master. As
the founder-acarya of ISKCON, Srila Prabhupada, you are authorized by Sti Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu to
deliver Krsna. Srila Prabhupada, you enrich all your diksa and siksa disciples with full spiritual knowledge,
which awakens them to the activities of devotional service.

By learning from Your Divine Grace, a truly self-realized spiritual master, how to engage in the service
of Lord Visnu, a disciple begins functional devotional service. Srila Prabhupada, some unfortunately do not
understand the following transcendental facts: For the thousands of disciples for whom you are the initiating
spiritual master, Your Divine Grace is a personal manifestation of both Srila Madana-mohana vigraha and
Srila Govindadeva vigraha, and for your many thousands of siksa disciples Your Divine Grace is a personal
manifestation of Srila Govindadeva vigraha. (This we learn from your purport to Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi 1.47)

acaryam mam vijaniyan navamanyeta karhicit

na martya-buddhyasityeta sarva-deva-mayo guruh
“One should know the dacarya as Myself and never disrespect him in any way. One should not envy him,
thinking him an ordinary man, for he is the representative of all the demigods.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.17.27)

Srila Prabhupada, as the founder-acarya of ISKCON, thirty-second in disciplic line from Krsna in the
Gaudiya sampradaya, Your Divine Grace is always offering blessings to everyone fortunate enough to contact
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you or appreciate you, what to speak of sincerely serve you. An ever-increasing worldwide congregation of
new, aspiring, and dedicated practitioners are arriving on the path of devotion leading to the true and pure,
unadulterated platform of krsna-bhakti. Srila Prabhupada, you are the beloved diksa-guru of thousands of
wonderful, beautiful, and great disciples. Your Divine Grace is the preeminent Siksa-guru for those thousands
of fortunate and blessed diksa disciples, and you are the preeminent siksa-guru for thousands of thousands
of younger krsna-bhaktas. Yes, Srila Prabhupada, Your Divine Grace has the potential to be the preeminent
siksa-guru for millions, and even millions of millions. Yes, Srila Prabhupada, someday you may have billions
and trillions of siksa disciples. Yes, Srila Prabhupada, you are like the great Srila Narada Muni or the great
Sri Prahlada Maharaja. Srila Prabhupada, you are qualified to be the Siksa-guru for everyone in the universe.

Such is the great legacy of a great moonlike pure devotee of Gaura-Nitai and Radha- Govindadeva, such
is the great legacy of a moonlike surrendered mahatma disciple of the great ray of Visnu Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Gosvami Maharaja, and such is the great legacy of the ever well-wisher, the kindest friend, and the
great spiritual master for a multitude of unfortunate, misguided, and misdirected spirit souls who hanker for
the peace, mercy, blessings, and love of complete Krsna consciousness. Yes, this is your great and wonderful
legacy, Srila Prabhupada, and therefore we are humbled and feel most insignificant assembled at your lotus feet.

We, Srila Prabhupada, your most fortunate followers, feel incomplete, imperfect. Yes, we feel fallible, Srila
Prabhupada, although we are standing in the direct line of the causeless shower of your mercy and perfect, infal-
lible Krsna conscious guidance. How can this be, Srila Prabhupada? We hear from Your Divine Grace the real
true Krsna conscious siddhanta, we pray, we worship, and we chant Hare Krsna, Jaya Nitai-Gauranga, and Jaya
Radhe Govinda together, Srila Prabhupada, which surely brings us together in faith, purpose, and dedication.
Yet somehow or other, after the festival ends and we go our separate ways, all too often we become a little less
fortunate—why less fortunate? sometimes unfortunate—and we lapse into forgetfulness of the great urgency,
need, and hope of our mission, of your mission, Srila Prabhupada, of the great Vaisnava dcdryas’ mission, Srila
Prabhupada, and especially of the great mission of the Golden Avatara, Sri Gauranga, Sri Krsna Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, and of Sri Nityananda Balarama, Sri Advaita Acarya, Sri Gadadhara Prabhu, and Srivasa Thakura.

Please bless us, Srila Prabhupada, with a drop of special all-powerful spiritual potency so we no longer
lapse into such unfortunate forgetfulness, so we no longer lapse into spiritual weakness, so we no longer risk
wasting this great opportunity for achieving complete Krsna consciousness in this lifetime, in this precious
human form of life.

Please, Srila Prabhupada, bless us, your insignificant followers, with just a drop of awesome spiritual po-
tency so we will perfectly obey and serve the higher order of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and the Parampada Bhagavan Srila Govindadeva as He wisely directs all humanity
with these supreme words:

vyare dekha, tare kaha ‘krsna’-upadesa
amara ajiiaya guru hafia tara’ ei desa

“Instruct everyone to follow the orders of Lord Sri Krsna as they are given in the Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-
Bhagavatam. In this way become a spiritual master and try to liberate everyone in this land.” (Caitanya-
caritamrta, Madhya 7.128)

na riipam asyeha tathopalabhyate
nanto na cadir na ca sampratistha

asvattham enam su-viriidha-milam
asanga-Sastrena drdhena chittva

tatah padam tat parimargitavyam
yasmin gata na nivartanti bhiiyah

tam eva cadyam purusam prapadye
yatah pravrttih prasrta purani
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“The real form of this tree cannot be perceived in this world. No one can understand where it ends, where it
begins, or where its foundation is. But with determination one must cut down this strongly rooted tree with
the weapon of detachment. Thereafter, one must seek that place from which, having gone, one never returns,
and there surrender to that Supreme Personality of Godhead from whom everything began and from whom
everything has extended since time immemorial.” (Bhagavad-gita 15.3—4)

This is the sublime mission of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Srila Prabhupada, please never kick us away. All of us love you very much, Srila Prabhupada.

We beg to remain your servants forever.

Your unfortunate, insignificant servants at Sri Sri Radha-Govindadeva Mandira, Brooklyn, New York, New
York, USA.

(written by Ramabhadra Dasa)

Noida

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble and respectful obeisances. All glories to your lotus feet! All glories to your
Vyasa-pajal

Srila Prabhupada, the most auspicious day of your Vyasa-piija is always full of joy and excitement for
all your children and grandchildren. On the morning after the busy night of Sri Krsna Janmastami, when
everyone would prefer to take some extra rest, your sincere followers look forward to preparing for and taking
part in the celebration of your Vyasa-piija festival. This is the sweet relationship you have developed with all
the devotees trained and nurtured in [ISKCON.

Srila Prabhupada, we are grateful to you for millions of things, particularly for giving us wonderful temples
in all the cities and towns on the surface of earth, a perfect arrangement for associating with devotees of
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Srila Prabhupada, with your blessings we were able to inaugurate the Noida temple this year on Nityan-
anda Trayodasi, as per the commitment we made to you on your Vyasa-piija last year. This could happen only
due to your causeless mercy and the guidance and inspiration from your dear disciple His Holiness Lokanath
Swami, who happily went through a lot of spiritual anxiety for this prestigious project solely for the pleasure
of Your Divine Grace. Srila Prabhupada, we took a little longer than expected to complete this project due
to our incompetence, but as the saying goes, “All’s well that ends well.”

We had a memorable inauguration festival, attended by many devotees from different parts of the world
who came to bless this function, justifying the name you gave this revolutionary society: the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness. In addition, thousands of guests attended the opening festival, and everyone
was served nice prasadam on all three days. Everyone witnessed the rare maha-abhiseka and prana-pratistha
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ceremonies for the Lordships Sri Sri Radha-Govindadeva, Sri Sri Jagannatha, Baladeva, and Subhadra, and
Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai. Srila Prabhupada, we could feel your presence in every sphere of the festival; it was actu-
ally Your Divine Grace who was making things happen here.

On this special day of your Vyasa-pija, Srila Prabhupada, we beg at your lotus feet to empower us with
wisdom and purity so that we can utilize the nice facilities you’ve kindly provided us at Noida for distributing
the holy name of the Lord to each and every living entity living in every street and home of this city. Please
bless us, Srila Prabhupada, so that we can get back to our preaching services with renewed vigor and improve
the condition of the lives of everyone here.

Thank you once again, Srila Prabhupada, for everything you have done for all of us.

Srila Prabhupada’s Vyasa-pija mahotsava ki jaya!

Jaya Srila Prabhupadal!

Your insignificant servants at ISKCON Noida, India.

Pandharpur

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most respectful humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine
Grace!

We owe you an infinite debt of gratitude for the divine knowledge you have given us. Through your
books you have given us the ability to see the world with transcendental vision, and you have explained
bhagavat-tattva-vijiana—the science of Godhead—to all of us. By opening temples worldwide, you gave
everyone the opportunity to regularly hear Srimad-Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita, etc., and also an opportunity
to take krsna-prasadam.

This year we arranged the program of Pandharpiira-Dhama-Paficakrosi-Parikrama. During these three
days of parikrama, more than a hundred devotees from different parts of Maharashtra participated. Accom-
panied by the Deities of Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, devotees circumambulated Pandharpur dhama while chanting
and dancing enthusiastically. People in the villages on the parikrama path welcomed the devotees, and there
was krsna-katha, kirtana, and grand book and prasadam distribution.

This year we also celebrated the 500th anniversary of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s visit to Maharashtra
and Pandharpur dhama when He was on His South India tour. On this occasion we arranged a padayatra from
Kolhapura to Nasik, following the path that Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu traveled. Padayatra devotees walked the
following path: Kolhapura-Arawade-Pandharpur-Satara (Krishna-Venna Sangam)-Pune-Mumbai-Wada-Nasik.

Srila Prabhupada, you greatly emphasized cow protection. The gosala at ISKCON Pandharpur is flourish-
ing. The number of cows and bulls are increasing. Milk has also increased. Devotees are very happy to drink
milk from our own cows. Cow dung obtained from the gosala is being properly utilized on the farm as manure.
We are trying our best to keep the cows happy. Kindly guide us to develop this cow protection program, which
is very dear Sri Govinda and you.

O Srila Prabhupada! You are the commander in chief of Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu’s army. We are fol-
lowing your commands by distributing your transcendental books, and we are traveling to many towns and
villages to distribute the Hare Krsna maha-mantra.

The Srila Prabhupada Ghata Project we started last year is now sixty percent completed. We are going
to offer this project to Your Divine Grace on the auspicious occasion of ISKCON’s Golden Jubilee (50th
anniversary) in 2016.

206



Thank you very much, Srila Prabhupada, for giving us a chance to serve you in various ways. We beg you
to kindly keep us engaged in your divine service eternally.

Your servants at ISKCON Pandharpur, India.

Paris

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-$iinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prahbupada,

On behalf of the devotees in the Paris temple, I will attempt to write something for your glorification
on your auspicious Vyasa-ptja day.

[ ask myself, What is it that makes you the most important person not only in my life but factually in the
lives of every human being on the planet, although most of them do not know it yet.

A concise answer: You gave us a way of life that enables anyone who follows it to transcend the miserable
material existence altogether and attain the shelter of Krsna in the spiritual world.

That is not something esoteric but is the most tangible thing there is. It is the fulfillment of our innermost
desires, the solution to all our problems. Who could give us all that except for you?

Many wise men have come and gone throughout history, and their thoughts continue to inspire and
enlighten, but you are not just one of them. You gave us the complete package: everything we need to make a
succes out of this otherwise wretched life. Your gifts of course include your books, the law books for the next
ten thousand years, and the mentors you personally trained in this science and empowered to train the next
generation in the same very pratical way.

How can [ express myself with such confidence? Because | have seen your instructions work wonders
in my own life. By my following the path you outlined, my life has changed from night to day. When I think
back and try to remember what my life was before you saved me some thirty years ago, | can only compare it
to a nightmare of the most horrific sort. It is truly a miracle that you have effected this change.

While writing these words I am sitting in Sridham Mayapur, Lord Caitanya’s transcendental abode.
Through my doorway [ have a stunning view of the rising Temple of the Vedic Planetarium, the Vatican of
Lord Caitanya’s Golden Age. In the middle of the rice fields of one of India’s poorest, most remote areas,
this magnificent edifice is becoming manifest. How transcendental! And it is all because of you, and you
alone. The many other temples in the area are hardly noticeable next to the massive temple complex you
are creating here through your dedicated followers, whose hearts reverbrate day and night with the fervent
instructions you imparted to them.

The special quality you have that distinguishes you from everyone else, even many saintly persons, is
your absolutely firm faith in the instructions of your spiritual master and the holy name of the Lord. Even
above that, one might say, is your unlimited compassion for the conditioned souls suffering in this world.
You gave us something we had never known before, namely, unconditional, unselfish love—a love that the
whole world is thirsting after, a love that makes life worth living, a love that makes hell into heaven, a love
whose absence makes heaven into hell.

207



One of your disciples, in great amazement, once told you: “Srila Prabhupada, everyone likes you so much.”
Your response really revealed your secret: “Yes, because I like everyone.”

Recently [ have relocated to ISKCON Paris. Here I feel closer to you in the sense that France in general
and Paris specifically was a place of many pastimes of yours, and also because there are so many of your direct
disciples here. You of course also had to face some strong opposition here, maybe even more than in other
countries, since France has a tradition of revolution and anarchy, especially among the younger generation.

In the face of such opposition, you showed even more greatness. Simultaneously humble and determined,
you persevered in all circumstances. When the students demanded “par terre” (“Get down on the floor!”), you
humbly asked that for public appearances you be given an ordinary chair instead of the opulent vyasasana
your followers had offered you. On the other hand, when your comparison of Krsna to a president of a country
whom we have to obey evoked loud protests, you didn’t budge but repeated the example, even causing the
assembly to erupt to such a degree that you had to end the lecture.

Most famous is of course your conversation with Cardinal Danilou in Paris. You uncomprmisingly exposed
his hypocrisy when he suggested that it was ok to kill cows to feed hungry children. He was obviously intent
on maintaining a cordial mood, but you refused to submit to his sentiment if it meant compromising the
truth. Let us similarly serve you here in France as warriors fighting for the Absolute Truth. Your satisfaction
is our sustenance, our only real objective, and the very perfection of our lives.

Your humble servants in Paris, France.
(written by Gaurahari Dasa)

Perth

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet.

Your glories, your books,
We’ve not mistook.

So much information that’s relieving,
So many people receiving,

Coming down through the ages,
And now from you, the best of sages.

Applying your preaching with determination,
for you we give such admiration.

It’s after a heck of a search
we've come across this brethren church.

It’s brown 'n’ ugly to see from outside,
but now krsna-kirtan is sung in stride.
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Your ISKCON’’s a nice place to chant

if we can tolerate the neighbors’ rant.
They’re bringing complaint of noise,

but people are coming with ease and poise.

It’s your GBC who's said this state is so bleak.
We’re happy to have your devotees come and speak.

Your servants at ISKCON Perth, Australia.

Phoenix (Arizona)

Dearest Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you, the general of the sankir-
tana movement of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu! All glories to you! All glories to you!

As we sit down to write this offering, we look back and reflect on the activities of the past few months.
We cannot write empty flowery words, but we write to you from our heart because we know that you will get
the message.

Like many of your spiritual centers, we have had our ups and downs, some challenging moments, but at
the end we see you sitting on the vydsasana and are confident that you are the captain of our ship. We believe
with all our hearts that if we follow your instructions and sincerely surrender to Lord Krsna, everything will
run the way He wants it to run.

Srila Prabhupada, you are the source of our inspiration to serve Their Lordships, your instructions are
the nectar we relish to feed our minds, and you are the guiding light on our way back to Godhead, in our
quest for devotional service. Here we are, Srila Prabhupada! Here we are! Please do not leave us. Please help
us understand and follow your instructions. Please help us stay away from false ego, from negativity. Please
help us develop love, tolerance, humility, and faith. Please help us fulfill your desire and make of ISKCON
a great spiritual embassy. Please help us become devotees and achieve krsna-prema.

Your servants at ISKCON Phoenix, Arizona, USA.

Phoenix (Mauritius)

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!
All glories to your ISKCON!

You once predicted that Mauritius would be the first Krsna conscious country, and so that will cer-
tainly happen, but we do not know how or when. Various devotees here are implementing various preaching
strategies, but at the same time Maya’s attacks are becoming more and more fierce and threatening. Book
distribution, harinama, Deity worship, festivals, and Food for Life programs are all growing, but side by side
so are the attacks on your ISKCON.
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Your disciples and granddisciples are doing everything possible to protect your ISKCON, and we des-
perately need your mercy to achieve that goal. Alone you established and protected ISKCON from so many
attacks. We can’t imitate you but can only pray to be empowered to follow in your footsteps.

Big preaching means big enemies. Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu had to face Jagai and Madhai. Srila Bhakti-
vinoda Thakura had to face the entrenched British culture and the sahajiyas. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura had to face a variety of opponents. And Your Divine Grace also had to face various obstacles, like
the difficulty acquiring the Juhu land, the Price affair, and the dacoits in Mayapur.

On this most auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-piija celebration, we humbly pray that you guide us from
within to protect your ISKCON from so many attacks.

You gave so many specific instructions for Mauritius during your visit in 1975. Alas! If only we had lis-
tened and implemented those instructions. But we are confident that your desire and prediction will surely
one day come to fruition.

Begging to serve your ISKCON eternally under your representatives, we remain

Your unworthy servants in Pheonix, Mauritius.

(written by Ajay Caitanya Dasa)

Prague

Dear Srila Prabhupada.

Please accept our respectful obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

This auspicious holy day of your Vyasa-pija is always an opportunity to reflect on your mercy and the
sacrifices you underwent to give us ignorant Westerners Krsna consciousness. On this day we try to deepen
our appreciation of your mercy and thus rededicate our bodies, minds, and words to you.

In a letter you wrote:

Actually these books are the foundation stone of our movement. Whatever we are is resting on
these books, so far reading them and distributing them. This should be our only motto. [Letter to
Hridayananda, 31 October 1974]

Yes, Srila Prabhupada, your most important gift to us certainly consists of your books, which you so painstak-
ingly translated in the early morning hours, renouncing sleep. You wrote them with the intention that they would
be the law books for mankind for the next 10,000 years—you gave them so much importance. And you yourself
personally read them and distributed them. You told us that they were actually dictated by Lord Krsna Himself.

You said that every verse and purport in the Srimad-Bhagavatam—indeed, every word!—is nondiffer-
ent from Krsna. The Bhagavatam is all transcendental; it is apauruseya; it comes from outside this material
world, from Krsna in the spiritual world. The Bhagavatam is meant for creating a revolution in the misled
materialistic society.

From the pages of your books comes the transcendental vision (sastra-caksus) of different realities: our
fallen condition, the spiritual world, our relationship with Krsna. From your books we get the inspiration to
serve Krsna and return to Him. From practicing the sadhana, studying your books, chanting the holy name,
and performing sankirtana we get even more inspiration and realization that all this is actually truth, because
it works. And then we are inspired to give Krsna consciousness to the suffering people of the world in a way
they are able to understand.
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We will try our best to increase book distribution in this yatra, and we humbly pray to you for help and
blessings so that this endeavor will be successful. If you wish, please send us some new devotees to help.
Thank you very much.

Sankirtana-yajiia ki jaya! Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!

Your servants at Sri Sri Nitai-Navadvipacandra Mandira, Prague, the Czech Republic.

Radhadesh

Dearest Srila Prabhupada,

We, the residents of Radhadesh-dhama, beg to offer our humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.
Although it is not possible to describe the value of what you have bestowed upon us, we nevertheless take the
opportunity to offer a palmful of words enumerating your glories into the ocean of your glories, in an attempt
to indicate our eternal indebtedness to Your Divine Grace.

So many souls come to visit Radhadesh, and so many comment on how the atmosphere here is full of
peace and happiness. When we reflect on what it is that makes Radhadesh such a haven, we can consider
its setting—the charming and gently sloping Ardennes that display a great variety of natural beauty in
the form of woodlands, meadows, and forest walks. There is the gosala, with its happy cows and oxen, the
thriving permaculture gardens growing ample vegetables and flowers, the guesthouse, restaurant, boutique,
bakery, conference halls, Bhaktivedanta College, Bhaktivedanta Library Services, the sacred-art museums,
the playgrounds where children frolic, and the happy, friendly devotees going to and fro while performing a
variety of services.

But all these wonders emanate from and circumambulate the castle, which contains the cynosure of the
entire property: the temple room, where reside Their Lordships Sri Sri Radha-Gopinatha, Sri Sri Jagannatha,
Baladeva, and Subhadra, and Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, and Your Divine Grace. Even visitors who may have some
difficulty comprehending the significance of Their Lordships are awed when they look at your mirti, and
it is not unusual for them to whisper, “How does he manage to sit so still?” When they hear about your un-
precedented sacrifice and glorious victory in spreading the Hare Krsna movement worldwide, all in the last
twelve years of your manifest lila, they are deeply impressed by your unique selflessness and devotion. They
then begin to realize who is behind this array of exotic art and devotional culture, maintained by so many
content and amiable devotees. Seeing their responses to you, Srila Prabhupada, we recall your words in the
purport of Bhagavad-gita As It Is, chapter 9, text 29:

When a diamond is set in a golden ring, it looks very nice. The gold is glorified, and at the same time
the diamond is glorified. The Lord and the living entity eternally glitter, and when a living entity
becomes inclined to the service of the Supreme Lord he looks like gold. The Lord is a diamond, and
so this combination is very nice.

We know, of course, that there is no question of your having “become inclined” to the service of the Lord.
You mercifully appeared in this world according to Krsna’s request, just to offer the greatest benediction to
any fortunate soul who could even dimly recognize its value.

We who have the great fortune of living in the shelter of all you have provided pray to never take such
perfect facilities for granted, but to utilize them to satisfy you, who desire only the satisfaction of the Lord.
You know perfectly well that His satisfaction is the source of unending peace and happiness. You, who are
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beyond the all-pervading envy of the material influence, would have us become like you—a golden ring to
glorify the diamond Lord. Obedience to your instructions is our access to genuine happiness and the ability
to guide others who desire authentic spiritual life.

On this 118" anniversary of your appearance, we are so grateful to still be counted among your followers
and servants. May we be blessed to always stay sheltered in the company of those who know you as our eternal
guide linking us to the Lord and His entourage.

Always aspiring to be worthy servants of your servants, we remain

The Radhadesh-vasis, in Belgium.

Recife

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Siinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

My dear Srila Prabhupada,

On this most important and auspicious day in my life, your appearance day, [ will try to express some
words of gratitude.

I feel gratitude because you came to the West to show your love for us fallen souls.

[ feel gratitude because you distributed your mercy to all, regardless of our (my) fallen condition.

I feel gratitude because you wrote so many books, revealing the most valuable treasure—Sri Krsna’s holy
name, activities, glories, etc.

I feel gratitude because you made it easy for us to follow you and serve you by helping you in your mission.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, I could keep writing about my feelings of gratitude toward you, but there is not
enough space. That’s why I am trying to show my gratitude to you by being a good servant. Srila Prabhupada,
[ aspire to be your devotee eternally.

Thank you once more, Srila Prabhupada.

Your fallen servants in Recife, Brazil.

(written by Jagad-bharta Dasa)
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Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you! All glories to this wonderful
festival of Sri Vyasa-paja!

In the Caitanya-caritamrta, Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami describes Caitanya Mahaprabhu'’s tour of
South India in these words:

As soon as [Gaurahari] saw someone, He would request him to chant “Hari! Hari!” Whoever heard
Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu chant “Hari! Hari!” also chanted the holy name of Lord Hari and Krsna.

. Each of these empowered persons would return to his own village, always chanting the holy
name of Krsna. . .. Such an empowered person would request everyone and anyone—whomever he
saw—to chant the holy name of Krsna. In this way all the villagers would also become devotees of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. People from different villages who came to see such an empowered
individual would become like him simply by seeing him and receiving the mercy of his glance. When
each of these newly empowered individuals returned to his own village, he also converted the villagers
into devotees. And when others came from different villages to see him, they were also converted. In
this way, as empowered men went from one village to another, all the people of South India became

devotees. (Madhya 7.97-104).

Srila Prabhupada, this is the story of ISKCON. You brought Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mercy to the world, and
you empowered your disciples to carry His message to every town and village. And when people come in con-
tact with your dedicated disciples, they too have been inspired to become carriers of Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s
mercy. In this way, the contagion of Krsna consciousness continues to spread far and wide.

And this is also the story of ISKCON Richmond. Our little ISKCON center here, in the capital of Virginia,
has existed for over a decade now, passed from the hands of one devotee to another. No one was officially
charged with starting a center in Richmond. Rather, each devotee who ran it was inspired to serve you in this
way, and when that devotee had to move on due to work or family, the devotee made sure to leave it in the
hands of another. And throughout these years, we have received guidance from your empowered disciples.
Today, for the first time, we have the privilege of making a formal offering to you on your Vyasa-piija day.

This year we were legally incorporated as the International Society for Krishna Consciousness of Rich-
mond, a nonprofit organization—the newest member of your family of centers in the United States. We had
a record year for book distribution—nearly five hundred books were sold during the December marathon
alone. And we welcomed five devotees into your family: Mathuradhisa Dasa and Navina-Radha Devi Dasi
received initiation from His Holiness Bhakti Caru Swami; Subala-sakha Dasa and Krsna-pramodini Devi
Dasi were initiated by His Holiness Hanumatpresaka Swami; and Radhika-rati Devi Dasi received shelter
from His Holiness Radhanatha Swami. Several other couples are chanting sixteen rounds of the Hare Krsna
mantra daily and worshiping Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai at home. The youth of ISKCON Richmond have started a
Bhakti Yoga Club at Virginia Commonwealth University, where we have hosted harinamas, book tables, and
a Sacred Sounds kirtana festival. Throughout all these activities we have tried our best to maintain a spirit of
cooperation in your service, for we are mindful of this instruction of yours: “Your love for me will be shown
by how you cooperate among yourselves after I am gone.”

Srila Prabhupada, here in Richmond we are weak and unstable in our Krsna consciousness. Sometimes
we are overzealous, at other times lethargic. At times we lack confidence, and at other times we become
proud. But one thing we know for sure: we rely one hundred percent on your mercy for our survival. Please
protect our sprouting bhakti creeper and guide our future development, both individual and organizational.

We end with two verses written about you by Prof. M. Narasimhachary, head of the department of
Vaishnavism at the University of Madras, who passed away last year. He wrote a hundred beautiful Sanskrit
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verses glorifying you, Srila Prabhupada, and here are two of them:

$ri-krsna-caitanya-maha-prabhinam
karunya-piyiisa-maha-pravahah
ekatra loke puruse 'vatirnah
sa eva casmad-guru-sarvabhaumah

“The great river of the nectar of Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mercy has descended to earth in one
person. That is our Srila Prabhupada, the emperor among spiritual masters.”

$ri-radhika-vallabha-mandiranam
nirmanam asin na pararm dharitryam

sad-bhakta-cittesv api citram etat
guriittamena pratibha-yutena

“With great intuition, the best among spiritual masters, Srila Prabhupada, constructed temples of Lord Krsna,
the beloved of Sri Radhika, all over the world. At the same time he established these temples in the hearts
of honest devotees. How wonderful this is!”

Srila Prabhupada, thank you for your books, thank you for ISKCON, and thank you for your empowered
disciples.
Your grandchildren in Richmond, Virginia, USA.

(written by Radhika Ramana Dasa)

Richmond Hill

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

How can we really appreciate all that you have done?
Because of you the spiritual revolution has begun.

When we think of what would have happened if you had not come,
Our hearts and minds become weak and numb.

Because of you we have been saved;
Because of you tens of thousands of devotees have been made.
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We were floating in the ocean of Maya’s grip,
Unknowingly holding on to a sinking ship.

We were chasing this life of illusion;
But you, Srila Prabhupada, gave us the real solution.

Like Lord Nityananda, you came to save countless Jagais and Madhais;
You are our savior, sent directly from the spiritual skies.

You gave us a taste of this sweet nectar of bhakti,
Requesting that we share this openly and freely.

You knew that all of civilization is in a precarious position,
Everyone living their lives in sinful sense gratification.

Your appearance was predicted well before your arrival:
Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana movement would see a revival.

Indeed, in the year 1896 you did appear
Right after Janmastami: Abhay Charan—one without fear.

You would be taught in Vaisnavism right from the start,
From worship of the Deities to pulling a Ratha-yatra cart.

In 1922 you would meet Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakur;
This exalted soul of the unbroken parampara would become your guru.

In that meeting you were given your life’s mission:
Go out and preach Lord Caitanya’s message across the nations.

After all, you were Lord Krsna’s dearmost representative;
You were the one that was indeed predicted.

Honored with the title of Bhaktivedanta,
You gave up all material connections by taking sannydasa.

Srila Prabhupada, with your determination,
You would preach the process of self-realization.

Following the instructions of your spiritual master,
You would translate Srimad-Bhagavatam, chapter after chapter.

Across the ocean you would travel on the Jaladuta,
Armed with volumes of books and purity you arrived in America.

Despite many struggles, you came as Lord Krsna’s ambassador,
Depending on Him and doing all for His pleasure.

From the first public kirtan in Tompkins Square Park,
You would begin to dispel those in the dark.
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Your thousands of awe-inspiring lectures, letters, books and festivals
Were topped by hundreds of interviews, kirtans, trips, and temples.

The topmost Vedic philosophy would be found in your ISKCON,
Something that could easily be practiced dawn to dusk to dawn.

The Hare Krsna maha-mantra would resound in every town and city,
Providing the opportunity for relief for all humanity.

Preaching is the essence; books are the basis.
Each and every word of your books so perfectly translated.

Book distribution you would so strongly emphasize;
This effective mrdanga beat you would ensure we recognize.

Based on a bona fide parampara, you built this foundation;
Your request was that it be continued in cooperation.

With these instructions we could go back home, back to Godhead;
Nothing else is required, you yourself said.

Srila Prabhupada, we are so very fortunate:
In our lifetime we were able to meet someone so great.

You gave us our true purpose in life:
“Get out of the clutches of maya and its strife.”

Your Divine Grace is most merciful —
So much kindness you bestowed on our unworthy souls.

Undoubtedly, there is no way to express our gratitude,
All we can say is “Thank you, thank you, thank you” in servitude.

We bow down again and again at your lotus feet;
Please insure that any distractions to our service end in defeat.

Srila Prabhupada, please continue to shower us with your blessings.
Please help us escape this age of quarrel and hypocrisy by all means.

Jaya Srila Prabhupada! Jaya Gurudeva!

Your humble servants in Richmond Hill, Canada.

(written by Minaksi Devi Dast)
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Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances unto your lotus feet.

In your Krsna book, while commenting on the prayers of the personified Vedas, you explain how the pure
devotee is electrified by Krsna consciousness and how he is able to electrify his disciples, too.

The devotees who were blessed with your direct association, both men and women, personally imbibed
the intensity of your dedication to your Guru Maharaja, of your desire to spread the holy name, of your desire
to have your books distributed, and of your stalwart determination to open temples in every city of the world.

Two such devotees are Dhanafijaya Prabhu and his wife Bala Gopala Mataji, who, electrified directly by
you, in 1973 decided to open the first Krsna temple in Rome. You blessed their good idea and promised them
that as soon as they found a fit place, you would join them.

The temple this devoted couple inaugurated in Rome was located in a very congested area, and when you
arrived there in May of 1974, they apologized to you for the traffic din. Much to their surprise, you appreciated
the noise as a sign that the temple was situated in a central and strategic preaching area.

Just a few days after you had introduced the guru-piija song in the Bombay temple, you introduced it for
the first time in the West in the newly inaugurated Rome temple and taught the devotees there how to sing it.

During your visit to Rome you remarked on the religious nature of the Italians, calling them “pious people,”
and when the devotees wished to show you the Coliseum, you remarked how by the action of time even great
empires like the Roman Empire crumble and their majestic structures become nothing but homes for stray cats.

When you asked the devotees if there was a toilet in the Coliseum and they replied that there was not,
you said that the Coliseum was a monumental useless giant.

Forty years have passed since your visit to Rome, and on this special day we wish to show you how much
your spiritual power keeps flowing unceasingly through your instructions, your sincere representatives, and
your ISKCON, “electrifying” whoever comes in contact with it.

We are hoping that in time this prominent metropolis will showcase all the wonderful activities of your
worldwide ISKCON movement, starting with the first-ever Rome Ratha-yatra festival, to be held next May
in the center of the city.

Dear Srila Prabhupada, we beg you to bless us so that we may stay fixed in devotional service, in the
company of other devotees, enlivened by an enthusiastic spirit of cooperation.

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for all you have given us and are still giving us.

With everlasting gratitude, we remain

Your humble, aspiring servants in Rome, Italy.

San Antonio

Our dearest Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you!

On behalf of the devotees here in San Antonio, we would like to offer this humble, heartfelt homage at
your lotus feet as a small token of our infinite gratitude.
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Srila Prabhupada, you have made a place where the whole world can live. We know this is really true
when we see San Antonio, one of America’s foremost tourist destinations (all of which are havens of sense
gratification), turning to Krsna consciousness due to your sweet mercy. Here tourists flock to the famous
River Walk for sense gratification, and suddenly they see Hare Krsna devotees chanting. To our great surprise,
many of these people actually join in the grand sankirtana along the river. It’s amazing!

People also come here to see one of the largest annual parades in America—the Battle of Flowers Pa-
rade—in which over four hundred groups participate. The whole city takes half a day or even a full day off
work to join this spectacular parade. Hundreds of thousands line the sidewalks, and the event is broadcast
over all the major TV channels. During the parade many devotees chant Hare Krsna, riding along on a float
with Lord Jagannatha. Many thousands hear the holy names, and countless more hear and see us on TV.

This is all by your mercy, Srila Prabhupada, for if you had not come to these shores on the Jaladuta to
save us from the ocean of birth and death, we would have drowned in the endless ocean of maya and karma.
With your powerful example you gave us a glimpse of the wonderful spiritual world, and today our hearts
overflow with joy just to relish a drop of the unlimited pastimes and qualities you displayed during your
earthly years. Our mind gets overwhelmed by the thoughts of Krsna’s true representative, who displays such
matchless divine qualities.

The entire population of Kali-yuga should be very grateful to you, Srila Prabhupada. We are, and in fact
we feel eternally indebted to you for showing us the path to save our souls. We devotees here in San Antonio
would also like to assist you in your monumental mission, and like squirrels in Lord Ramacandra’s army, we
shall continue to struggle to contribute whatever service we can render out of gratitude for all you have given
us. We can try to please you on your appearance day by giving this precious gift of Krsna consciousness to as
many souls in San Antonio as possible.

Please give us your mercy and strength so that we can continue our service to you, life after life. Haribol!

Your unqualified servants in San Antonio, Texas, USA.

Silicon Valley

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.

There is growing concern in the world about economic inequality, the rapidly widening gap between
the rich and the poor.

A January 2014 report by Oxfam claims that the combined assets of just 85 individuals is equal to the
wealth of the bottom 50% of the world’s population, or about 3.5 billion people. What these statistics don’t
show, however, is that 99.99% of the world’s population is spiritually poor.

Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami tells how real wealth is to be measured:

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu asked Ramananda Raya, “Of the many capitalists who possess great riches,
who is the topmost?” Ramananda Raya replied, “He who is richest in love for Radha and Krsna is
the greatest capitalist.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 8.247)

Srila Prabhupada, you came to make people truly wealthy by distributing the Srimad-Bhagavatam, which

removes all obstacles on the spiritual path and awakens pure love for Krsna in the hearts of those who regu-
larly hear from it.
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Because of your campaign, people will soon come to know that Srimad-Bhagavatam is more valuable than
all the wealth of Kuvera, the heavenly treasurer, what to speak of the combined assets of the world’s richest
85 people. Factually, no one can fathom the value of Srimad-Bhagavatam, because it is Krsna Himself.

Srila Prabhupada, when you first entered the United States you wrote on your customs form that your
cargo—two hundred sets of First Canto Srimad-Bhagavatam volumes—were meant as “gifts.” For this reason
the customs officials allowed you to bring in your Srimad-Bhagavatams duty-free. (Had the customs officials
known the real value of your payload, they would have been shocked!)

Inspired by how you painstakingly imported these treasures to the shores of America, Srila Prabhupada, the
devotees at ISKCON of Silicon Valley (ISV) have been enthusiastically going door-to-door to distribute them.

In the course of our canvassing, some friendly people invite us into their homes and give us an opportunity
to introduce them to the Srimad-Bhagavatam. As we do so, we realize the great challenge you wrote about
while aboard the Jaladuta, en route to America:

Most of the population here is covered by the material modes of ignorance and passion. Absorbed

in material life, they think themselves very happy and satisfied, and therefore they have no taste

for the transcendental message of Vasudeva. I do not know how they will be able to understand it.

In Book III, Chapter 25, of Plato’s Republic, Socrates compares this material universe to a cave and the
residents of the material world to cave-dwellers chained by their legs and necks so they can’t go out. The
cave-dwellers are habituated to living in darkness and take the confines of the cave and the shadows flickering
on the cave’s walls as ultimate reality. When someone comes to bring a cave-dweller outside into the world of
light, the cave-dweller protests: “My cave is the only reality.” He may even become violent toward his liberator.

Socrates says that liberators should take only gradual steps in teaching cave-dwellers about the greater
world outside their caves; for if one is too abrupt, the cave-dweller will be overwhelmed and reject one’s help
altogether.

As we enter the various cavelike dwellings that are people’s homes, we face the daunting task of convinc-
ing our hosts that we have brought them something of great value. This is a challenging task because our
hosts often listen to us just to be polite, while secretly hoping that we will soon leave so they can go back to
watching television. Or, they offer myriad objections to accepting the books, most commonly saying they
have no time to read.

Srimad-Bhagavatam is Krsna’s incarnation in Kali-yuga, but because people are in ignorance they feel we
are trying to burden them with something that will only take up valuable space in their homes. However, we
know that if they take Srimad-Bhagavatam it will become their most valuable possession by far.

To interest them in reading Srimad-Bhagavatam, we tell them some of its stories, like how a brahmana boy
cursed the saintly emperor of the world, Pariksit, to die within seven days; how emperor Pariksit accepted the
curse and gave up his kingdom to sit down on the bank of the Ganges to prepare himself for death; and how
by God’s arrangement the fully enlightened adolescent boy Sukadeva Gosvami arrived just in time to teach
Pariksit how to prepare himself for going back to Godhead upon leaving his body. We also remind them that
we are all in a situation similar to Emperor Pariksit’s, since every one of us will soon face death.

While presenting the Bhagavatam we remember how you began writing your Bhagavatam purports in
Vrndavana; how you personally distributed your books in India; how you brought hundreds of sets of the
First Canto with you to America aboard the Jaladuta; and how you even sold a set to the Jaladuta’s captain.
We remember how, upon your arrival in America, you tirelessly translated and wrote purports to each suc-
cessive Canto, pausing only long enough to write a summary of the all-important Tenth Canto, your famous
Krsna book.

Remembering all this, we coax, encourage, flatter, smile, frown, and try anything to convince our hosts
to buy the Srimad-Bhagavatam and keep it in their homes.

We also introduce your Sri Caitanya-caritamrta and explain how Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is the golden
avatara of Krsna who taught the blissful path of sankirtana, which leads to perfection. We tell how Sri Cait-
anya-caritamrta is the most esoteric and highly advanced spiritual book in the world and that it is very rare.

When people do buy a set of Srimad-Bhagavatam or Sri Caitanya-caritamrta volumes, we perform an in-
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stallation ceremony for the books, as follows: First we place the books on a prominent shelf in their home and

decorate them with flowers. Next, we perform an arati to the books while doing kirtana. Finally, we pass around

the first volume of the Srimad-Bhagavatam and ask everyone in the family to read one paragraph aloud. In this

way, everyone present personally reads from the book. Throughout the ceremony, we see how the recipients have

become attentive after paying their hard-earned money for the books and that by reading them aloud everyone

present is promoted to the mode goodness and beyond, just by hearing the nectarean vibration of your books.
Aboard the Jaladuta you wrote:

The words of Srimad-Bhagavatam are Your incarnation, and if a sober person repeatedly receives it
with submissive aural reception, then he will be able to understand Your message.

Such sober persons are rare. But because you have instructed us to see to it that “every respectable
person [receive] a full set of Bhagavatam and Caitanya-caritamrta in his home,” we continue to search for
these respectable people. And when one of them accepts the Srimad-Bhagavatam or Sri Caitanya-caritamrta,
we know that we’ve given them the startup capital they’ll need to develop their own spiritual enterprise and
someday even make the journey back to Godhead.

To help these fortunate recipients take advantage of their newly found wealth, we also leave them with
a simple chart that shows how many pages they can read each day to complete each set of books in a fixed
period of time. For example, if they daily read forty-one pages of your Srimad-Bhagavatam, they can finish all
twelve cantos in just one year. Or, if they choose to read just eight pages a day, they will finish the Srimad-
Bhagavatam in five years.

In America, people who win lots of money in a state lottery are invited to attend a meeting of other
newly-made lottery millionaires. We similarly invite all the new Srimad-Bhagavatam owners to a gathering in
their neighborhood, considering that they have won the spiritual lottery by purchasing your Bhagavatam set.
Many people enthusiastically attend these meetings, their lives having been uplifted by Lord Krsna moving
into their homes in His literary incarnation.

You once said, “When one book is published, I think I have conquered an empire.”

When we sell a full set of your Srimad-Bhagavatam or Sri Caitanya-caritamrta volumes, Srila Prabhupada,
we declare a similar victory.

Regarding the conquering of empires, in a dialog with some of your disciples you ask them to not make
you like Alexander the Great, who conquered many kingdoms but who then moved on so quickly to conquer
other kingdoms that he lost control of the ones he’d already conquered. You say that you are concerned that
by opening too many temples too quickly without proper management, they will likely fall apart.

Continuing the dialog, you say, “I am stressing, therefore, book-selling, because it is permanent.”

Appreciating your point, your main interlocutor in the conversation, Tamal Krishna Goswami, responds,
“Once a devotee sells one of your books, the book will act. The book establishes itself as a Deity within a
person’s home.”

“Yes,” you reply.

As our devotees install more and more of these special Deities in people’s homes, we feel your mercy
empowering us in all of our important services to you at ISV.

To name only a few, dozens of our devotees have now passed the Bhakti Sastri course, and many more
are taking it; classes for children are swelling; Deity worship and cooking standards are increasing; outreach
programs at universities, corporations, and homes are expanding; our Internet broadcasts are becoming more
refined; our new temple team is making our new temple increasingly more beautiful and efficient; and there
is much more. But perhaps best of all, the devotees in our community are fond of one another and remain
united in their goal to please you.

We are therefore the most grateful recipients of the spiritual wealth you have bequeathed to us on behalf
of the greatest of all venture capitalists, Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

In Svi Caitanya-caritamrta, Kaviraja Gosvami writes:
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Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is a wealthy capitalist possessing the touchstone of love of God. Not con-
sidering whether one is a proper or improper recipient, He gives His treasure to anyone and everyone.
Thus He is the most munificent. [Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 2.81]

We pray to increase the spiritual wealth you’ve given us by engaging more people in reading and distrib-
uting your Srimad-Bhagavatam and in broadcasting the holy names of Krsna. Please bless us on your divine
appearance day so that we may continue to assist you in bringing the greatest spiritual fortune and affluence
to all the people of Silicon Valley and beyond.

Your servants at ISKCON of Silicon Valley, California, USA.

(written by Vaisesika Dasa)

Simhachalam

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you!

For us conditioned souls in this Kali-yuga, your lotus feet are the only shelter. Nowhere else can we learn
how to cross the ocean of material existence. All the other options and solutions offered by bogus gurus,
swamis, teachers, pseudoreligionists, and other misguiders simply bewilder seekers of the Absolute Truth. The
true light in this dense, dark forest of wrong opinions shines in your magnificent books. Your books illuminate
our vision, showing us the direct path to Goloka Vrndavana.

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for saving us and engaging us in the mission of saving others. This is your
gift—that we can offer your wonderful self in the form of your books to all the suffering people of this crazy
age. Only by fulfilling the desire of the spiritual master can we obtain the mercy of Sri Krsna. For your true
followers, what else is there to do but abide by your teachings?

Please empower us to bring as many people as possible to your lotus feet and, with ever-increasing en-
thusiasm and conviction, to distribute huge quantities of your wonderful books.

Your servants at Simhachalam, Jandelsbrunn, Gemany.

(written by Ananda Krsna Dasa)
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Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

On this occasion of your Vyasa-piija celebration, we devotees in Taiwan would like to express our heart-
felt gratitude for your painstaking efforts in spreading Krsna consciousness all over the world. Your faith in
Lord Caitanya’s prophecy— that one day His sankirtana movement would spread to each and every town and
village in the world—brought devotees to this mostly Chinese-speaking country. You trained and empowered
your disciples to travel all over the world and start preaching centers and temples to teach the principles
of Krsna consciousness and save the unfortunate souls struggling in this ever-deteriorating material world.
As a result of such preaching efforts, every year we see more and more Taiwanese becoming Vaisnavas and
receiving formal initiation.

Taiwan is considered a so-called advanced country, with modern material technology, but deep within
their hearts, the people here are unhappy. So many times in your books and lectures you point out that
material advancement is no guarantee of happiness. The only ray of hope we see is in your books and your
dedicated followers.

You always said, “Read my books and distribute my books.” We have several of your books that have been
translated into Chinese, and we are distributing them all over the country. Whenever we see a new person
coming to our programs and buying your books, we see your unlimited mercy manifested. Whenever we see a
new person chanting the holy names of the Lord, we know for sure that this is only possible because of your
causeless mercy.

For the past several years we have been taking part in the yearly International Book Fair in Taipei. Most
of your books in English and Chinese are displayed very prominently.

Also, for a couple of years we have been holding annual retreats, where devotees get together for a few
days and emphasize the chanting of the holy names in the association of devotees.

Srila Prabhupada, you made this process so easy for us. You said, “Just chant Hare Krsna, dance, and
take krsna-prasadam, and your life will be successful.” But we are so fallen, Srila Prabhupada, that we need
constant reminders through your books and through your disciples who, following in your footsteps, travel
all over the world to give association and guidance to fallen souls.

This year, Srila Prabhupada, we plan to hold a Ratha-yatra in Taipei in a big way. We sincerely pray to the
Lord and seek your blessings so we may achieve the goal of attracting many more devotees to your mission here.

We, the members of ISKCON Taiwan, wish to again offer you our deepest gratitude for everything you
have given us, and we pray for your continued blessings and mercy so we can more vigorously push on the
sankirtana movement in this country.

Your humble and insignificant servants at ISKCON Taiwan.
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Trivandrum

I Need Srila Prabhupada’s Foot Dust!

One speck of Prabhupada’s foot dust— Still two more specks I desire—
It is all I want, to place ’em on my eyes
to place it on my tongue so they'll see in every condition
so it will always speak the glories the way to serve with bhakti
of the Lord. his transcendental mission.
In this way the grain will multiply,
to storm with compassion Oh, one more grain
and love all humankind— of dust I beg to receive
His Divine Grace so desired. from his feet—

to hold it in my hands
And two more specks I need so they'll give, give, give
from his lotus feet, as he tirelessly did.
to put ’em in my ears And once more, again
so they’ll properly hear [ plead for one grain
the chanting, the sound of his foot dust, and with faith
that he so mercifully I will treasure it in my mind
has brought down. so as to always be reminded

of the Lord and His Name,
And one more speck "cause for spreading it
I wish to have, His Divine Grace came.
To keep it in my heart
So this rascal and crook [ remain a beggar
will become a worthy recipient of Srila Prabhupada’s foot dust
of the message in his books. in those streets of love

he has opened for all of us.

Still two more specks I desire— Srila Prabhupada’s servants in Trivandrum, Kerala,
to place ’em on my eyes India.

so they’ll see in every condition

the way to serve with bhakti (written by Madhava-lata Devi Dasi)

his transcendental mission.
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nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhii-tale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

[ was only twenty-three when I last saw your face.
Some details are fading—can’t allow them to erase.
[ kept a picture of us, but can’t recall the place;
These precious few encounters I desire to embrace.

What was that verse? What was that quote?

What was that example? Let me check my notes.
Please keep my mind intact and my faculties afloat;
Let your pastimes be fresh and your words not remote.

Don’t let me forget your compassion and grace,
Your mercy in saving the whole human race.
The clock is advancing, no time left to waste;
Allow me to hold firm to that sweet higher taste.

That amazing story—it’s near the edge of my throat;
That melody, that raga—what was that note?

My memory is slipping; I need to stay afloat;

[ desire to remember everything that you wrote.

Let my devotion be indelible, just like India ink,
Remembrances flowing so I don’t have to think.
Through my passage to Krsna, you are my link;

The entrance to the spiritual sky is right on the brink.

Fortunately your devotees penned your every word,;

We have your recordings, CDs, and videos transferred.

So even though my memory may become foggy and blurred,
From your lotus mouth into my heart the holy name was heard.

The world was your stage,

You came in old age,

Didn’t ask for a wage.

You were the sage

Of the Lower East Side rage.

You taught bhakti in the Iron Age;
The youth you engaged,

The materialists you enraged,

You saved us as we came of age.
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Srila Prabhupada, please keep us always under your lotus feet. Guide us, inspire us, and let us be a part
of fulfilling your mission.

Your servants at ISKCON Tucson, Arizona.

(written by Sandamini Devi Dasi)

Ujjain

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Every year we devotees of ISKCON have this wonderful opportunity to offer our lives, our hearts, our
services, and our very selves at your divine lotus feet through the medium of this Vyasa-pija offering. Srila
Prabhupada, your mercy is all we are made of.

Every incident in your glorious life is most exemplary and instructive. You narrated an amazing incident
that occurred in Calcutta on December 12, 1942. There was heavy bombing in the city, and almost all the
people had vacated. You could hear the bombs drop, but rather than being afraid, you enjoyed the sounds
like one would enjoy fireworks! You were chanting Hare Krsna, and you felt that if you died then, it would be
wonderful to die chanting the holy names. The experience increased your resolve to spread Krsna conscious-
ness, because you knew that it was a lack of Krsna consciousness that was the root cause of all the chaos that
prevailed. Soon thereafter, in 1944, you published the first issue of Back to Godhead magazine.

Several lessons can be learned from this incident. First, a devotee has to be tolerant of the material situ-
ation, which is full of dangers at every step. Second, only by taking shelter of Krsna through His holy names
can one attain true fearlessness. Third, a devotee learns lessons and derives inspiration to serve Krsna even
in the worst possible situation, which, rather than being a source of trouble, in fact enhances his resolve
to serve the Supreme Lord. This is just one of many incidents in your life that illustrate how a true acarya
teaches by example.

[t is interesting to note how you lived through those bombings simply to provide shelter to the whole
world suffering from the “bombing raids” of Kali. The International Society for Krishna Consciousness is
your wonderful arrangement—a house in which the whole world can live and be protected from the dangers
of Kali-yuga and the powerful attacks of Maya. Your Society offers us the opportunity to associate with so
many wonderful devotees, to be sheltered by their association, to engage in pure devotional service in a wide
variety of ways. To accommodate the proclivities of various individuals, ISKCON provides preaching op-
portunities in such novel ways as book distribution, college preaching, Nama-hattas, prison preaching, and
even Internet preaching.

By your spiritual potency, preaching is flourishing in and around Ujjain. ISKCON Ujjain is conduct-
ing programs in practically all the prominent colleges of Madhya Pradesh, and there are several hundred
youth seriously practicing Krsna consciousness. Congregational preaching is expanding through the Bhakti
Vriksha Program.

To further educate and train our devotees, we are conducting the Bhakti Shastri program for our temple
devotees and congregation on a yearly basis. ISKCON Ujjain is one of the most prominent attractions of the
city, and people flock into the temple by the thousands every day. Through regular book distribution, harinama,
and our traveling sankirtana party, our humble efforts to serve you are meeting with success, all by your divine
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grace. Ultimately, by the divine association and guidance given by your spiritual son His Holiness Bhakti
Charu Swami, the devotees of Ujjain feel spiritually sheltered and inspired to serve the Supreme Lord Krsna.

We recently organized a Kirtana Mela for three days, where throughout the day and into the night the
devotees simply took shelter of the kirtana of the holy names, totally absorbing themselves in the divine nec-
tar. Reputed kirtana leaders such as His Holiness Bhakti Bhringa Govinda Swami and His Grace Madhava
Prabhu led the kirtanas, along with our local GBC, His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami, and other devotees.

Last December Bhakti Charu Swami organized a spiritual retreat attended by devotees from across the
globe. The topic was the Uddhava-gita, from the Eleventh Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam. Both the kirtana-
mela and the retreat were truly international events, and many devotees are requesting that they be repeated
annually. [t was truly a great fortune for us to have the opportunity to host these events and thus serve senior
devotees, as well as to absorb ourselves in the transcendental sound vibration of hari-katha and harinama-
kirtana.

Under the guidance of Bhakti Charu Swami, preaching in local villages has begun, with a very positive
response. The main aim of these activities is to spread Krsna consciousness throughout the numerous villages
of Madhya Pradesh.

We owe it all to you, Srila Prabhupada, and pray for more and more such opportunities to serve you and
your dear servants.

Thank you very much for everything you have given us.

Your humble servants at ISKCON Ujjain, India.

Vedic Farm (Mauritius)

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our most humble dandavats at your divine lotus feet. All glories to you!

[ am a fallen disciple of your beloved disciple His Holiness Giriraja Swami. | have been asked to write
an offering to glorify Your Divine Grace, but you are so exalted that [ do not know how to begin. Therefore I
am humbly begging you to be kind to me and bestow your mercy upon me so I may understand how to glorify
you. I would be very grateful to you if you did, Srila Prabhupada. I am not good at anything whatsoever, but
I love you, Srila Prabhupada, from the core of my heart for what you have done for us. Your gifts are beyond
comparison.

My dear Srila Prabhupada, from your birth till your departure your activities were all transcendental.
Why? Because you are a genuine representative of the Lord. Therefore your birth and activities were all
transcendental, like Lord Krsna’s. In the Bhagavad-gita (4.9) the Lord says:

janma karma ca me divyam evamn yo vetti tattvatah

tyaktva deham punar janma naiti mam eti so ‘rjuna
“One who knows the transcendental nature of My appearance and activities does not, upon leaving the body,
take his birth again in this material world, but attains My eternal abode, O Arjuna.”

You once said, “My only credit is that I have not changed anything. | have presented [the philosophy] as
it is.” You have given the whole world Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, which no one else ever
did in the history of the world. You did this by giving us His holy names—Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. These are your matchless gifts.

In your purport to Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.16.32-33 you write:
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In this age, when everything is polluted by the contamination of Kali, it is instructed in the scriptures
and preached by Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu that by chanting the holy name of the Lord we
can at once be free from contamination and gradually rise to the status of transcendence and go
back to Godhead. The offenseless chanter of the holy name of the Lord is as auspicious as the Lord
Himself, and the movement of pure devotees of the Lord all over the world can at once change the
troublesome face of the world. Only by the propagation of the chanting of the holy name of the Lord
can we be immune from all effects of the Age of Kali.

In your early twenties you became a follower of Gandhi. During that period you came in contact with
your great spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, who asked you to preach the message of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu all over the world. You challenged him: “Who will hear your Caitanya’s message?
We are a dependent country. First India must become independent. How can we spread Indian culture if we
are under British rule?”

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta replied boldly that Krsna consciousness could not wait for a change in Indian
politics—the urgency of preaching krsna-bhakti did not depend on who ruled India. Krsna consciousness
was so important—so exclusively important—that it could not wait. The rule of one power or another was
a temporary situation, but the eternal reality is Krsna consciousness, and the real self is the spirit soul. No
manmade political system, therefore, could actually help humanity. This is the verdict of the Vedic scriptures
and the disciplic line of spiritual masters. Although everyone is an eternal servant of God, when one takes
himself to be the temporary body and regards the nation of this birth as worshipable, he comes under illusion.
The leaders and followers of the world’s political movements, including India’s movement for independence
(swaraj), were simply cultivating this illusion. But real welfare work, whether individual, social, or political,
should prepare a person for his next life by helping him reestablish his eternal relationship with the Supreme
Lord.

Soon after your meeting with Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, you left Gandhi and became a
staunch follow of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati. This meeting took place in the year 1922. After preparing
yourself properly and publishing the three volumes of the First Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, in 1965 you
prepared to depart for America to execute the mission of your spiritual master. You had no money at all, so
you begged a free passage on a freighter owned by Mrs. Sumati Morarjee. Impressing her with your strong
determination to fulfill your spiritual master’s order, you were able to convince her to offer the ticket.

During your trip to America you had two heart attacks, but Lord Krsna consoled and pacified you in a
dream. Your only solace was Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, in which you tasted the nectar of Lord Caitanya’s lila.
Thus you left India to execute the order of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, in pursuance of Lord Caitanya’s
order. You wrote that you had no qualification but that you had taken the risk just to carry out the order of
His Divine Grace. You depended fully on the mercy of the Lord and your spiritual master, so far away from
Vrndavana.

Srila Prabhupada, for months after landing in America in September 1965 you struggled alone, but you
never gave up. You were very compassionate to everyone you met. You helped them in many ways. Dr. Ra-
mamurti Mishra said the following:

[Swamiji] really knocked me down with love. He was really an incarnation of love. My body had
become a skeleton, and he really brought me back to life—his cooking, and especially his love and his
devotion to Lord Krsna. I was very lazy in the matter of cooking, but he would get up and have ready.

You would write many letters to contacts in India and ask for help, but no one helped. You struggled
alone, but you never gave up. You had unbreakable determination.

You wrote to Sumati Morarjee in April of 1966:

I have come here in this old age neither for sight seeing nor for any personal interest. It is for the
interest of the entire humanity that I am trying to implement the science of Krishna which will
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actually make them happy. So it is the duty of every devotee of Lord Krishna to help me by all means.

You wrote to Sripada Tirtha Maharaja for help, but there was no reply. You wrote to others—and the
reply was loud and clear: “We cannot help you.”

But because you were so determined and qualified, very soon Lord Krsna rewarded you with the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Consciousness. You made the hippies into happies, and from 1966 to 1977 you
preached worldwide, founding 108 temples and attracting thousands of followers. You translated more than
nine cantos of Srimad-Bhagavatam, the entire Caitanya-caritamrta, and the Bhagavad-gita, explaining each
verse with your erudite purports. You also gave us Krsna, the Supreme personality of Godhead, a summary study
of the Tenth Canto, and numerous other books—small, medium, and large.

As for Krsna’s devotees, you glorified them as very intelligent because they have chosen to serve Krsna,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. By watering the root of a tree, you taught, one nourishes all the tree’s
twigs, branches, leaves, and fruits. In the same way, you taught (quoting the Bhagavatam) that by worshiping
Sri Krsna, the root of the tree of all creation, one worships all the demigods and -goddesses.

As for the chanting of the holy name, you said that the holy name is identical with the Lord. Or in other
words, the Lord is present in His holy name. When the devotees have some free time, you said, they have a
very important thing to do: chant Hare Krsna. Anyone can chant—old, young, sick, etc.—without restriction.

As for books, you said they are the basis. This is the greatest contribution you made. Thank you very
much, Srila Prabhupada, for this gift. Your books have saved the lives of many people around the world.

As for temples, they are the places where the Lord resides and where the devotees worship Him and offer
Him bhoga, the remnants of which they enjoy as prasadam.

As for prasadam, who does not like to eat delicious food? Distributing prasadam is the best way to at-
tract people to Krsna consciousness. Many devotees have come because of prasadam. When we serve guests
prasadam, they become very favorable.

As for preaching, you said it is the essence. You established outdoor and indoor preaching. In this way,
everyone is a preacher in ISKCON. You established ISKCON to make first-class brahmana preachers. Be-
cause of the preaching and the performance of harinama, the movement is expanding very strongly. One
who preaches has life. One who does not preach is dead.

This is my offering to you, Srila Prabhupada, a meager attempt to enumerate your infinite glories. I
humbly beg you to excuse any offenses I may have committed here, and I beg you to please accept my humble
offering at your lotus feet. I also beg you to bless me and keep me in the good association of devotees. Thank
you very much.

Srila Prabhupada ki jaya! All glories to you!

Your devotees at the ISKCON Vedic Farm and Sri Sri Krsna-Balarama Mandira in Mauritius.

(written by Rama-vijaya Dasa)

Villaggio Hare Krishna

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to you, my divine eternal
master, who cured my eyes of blindness by giving me real spiritual vision.

Recently I had the good fortune to read a letter written on a palm leaf by Narottama Dasa Thakura to
Srila Jiva Gosvami. The letter contained the annual book distribution scores of Srinivasa Acarya, Narottama
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Dasa, and Syamananda Prabhu for the year ending on Gaura Pirnima of 1501 Sakabda (A.D. 1579). Narottama
Dasa concludes his letter with the following emotional comment:

Until we are able to develop another type of technology to print the books, the difficulty involved
in creating books by hand (which is being neglected) will force us to postpone most of our book
distribution program. We are sure that one day some magnanimous person will come and develop
the movement of ecstatic love of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, distributing books all over the world.
Until then, what can we poor, bereft, and abominable persons do?

The magnanimous person mentioned in this letter is Your Divine Grace, and Narottama Dasa Thakura
could foresee the course of future events: from the very moment you stepped off the Jaladuta onto American
soil, the world would never be the same.

As Christopher Columbus’s discovery of America in 1492 opened new frontiers to the world, Your Divine
Grace’s arrival in America in 1965 opened new scenarios and life prospects no one could have imagined.

Your transcendental touch changed the course of history, and you predicted that this change would
continue for the next ten thousands years due to the blossoming of the sankirtana movement, and that your
books would continue to be the foundation for the future spiritual progress of humanity.

This prediction is in your books, like the prophecy expressed by Narottama Dasa Thakura in his letter,
and in due course of time your prediction will be fulfilled in its entirety. Actually, we can say that it has
already been fulfilled by the supreme authority. As Krsna told Arjuna, “The battle is already won by My
decision, but you take the credit.”

With your presence you ignited a revolution in people’s consciousness that, like fire, is spreading wildly
all over the planet and touching thousands and millions of hearts, which are unlocking to welcome your
mercy. The lives of these fortunate souls will never be the same.

I feel honored to be part of the dream of Narottama Dasa Thakura and of all the other glorious dacaryas
of the Gaudiya-Vaisnava sampradaya. Their dream is coming true thanks to the fortitude and efforts of you,
Srila Prabhupada, our great senapati bhakta, our eminent general, who took up the leadership of the “move-
ment of ecstatic love of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, distributing books all over the world.”

Thanks to the enthusiasm and dedication of you, our founder-acarya, that dream is now an established
reality: people all over the world are chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra.

I only pray to be blessed with a drop of the urgency for spreading this mission felt by our great acaryas.
Sometimes, since old age is quickly advancing, thoughts enter my mind of retiring to Vrndavana or another
holy spot to chant and read peacefully. Then the vivid image of Your Divine Grace renouncing the serene
life of Vrndavana at the age of seventy to come to the insidious Western countries at the risk of your life
strongly fills my mind, and I lower my head in shame.

Actually, I am very happy to serve in one of your innumerable temples, transcendental embassies of the
divine motherland known as Sridham Mayapur. We all belong to that magnificent realm, but now our duty
and pleasure is to remain in our respective embassies and carry forward, as faithful diplomatic officers, the
glorious activities of the most powerful ambassador of Caitanya Mahaprabhu this planet has ever known.

I will always be glad to serve in any embassy where you desire me to stay, Srila Prabhupada, to help your
mission as far as my capabilities allow me, in the role of a trustworthy representative of Your Divine Grace.

Your servants in Villaggio Hare Krishna, Bergamo, Italy.

(written by Ali Krsna Devi Dasi)
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nirvisesa-Sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

My dearest Srila Prabhupada,

April marked thirty years since I took up your service in Sri Sri Krsna-Balarama Mandira in Vrndavana.
[ remember that when you built this mandir in 1975 the locals asked, “Why are you building a mandir so far
away?! Who will go there?” Now I stand down in the courtyard for Sandhya-arati at 7:00 pm, and even there
I'm bumped and jostled by the multitudes of pilgrims coming to your beautiful mandira for darsana. But 1
don’t mind; I can feel you up there in Goloka, smiling down as you relish how popular the temple you built
has become. And I’'m amazed at the throngs of pilgrims coming and going, most of them stopping to chant
the holy names and dance to the fabulous kirtana going on there. Yes, although you have left us, there is still
so much life in the grand temple you gave the world.

I remember once sitting with Banwari Lal Pathak, a member of one of the chief brahmana families of
Vrndavana and an unconditional well-wisher of Your Divine Grace and your ISKCON movement. He told
me, “We vraja-vasis are very proud of your Srila Prabhupada.” I was amazed to hear this, since vraja-vasis are
like New Yorkers: they’ve seen everything and they’ve heard everything—they’re not easily impressed. When
I inquired what prompted him to say that, he replied, “We’ve seen many spiritual leaders come and go. While
they’re here their asramas and temples are very popular and full of life. But once they’re gone the temples
become deserted. But here in ISKCON, although your Srila Prabhupada has departed from our vision, when
we come here there is so much life. The temple is clean, the arati is going on, the kirtana is enthusiastically
going on. His movement has outlived him!”

Yes, Srila Prabhupada, you’ve changed the face of Vrndavana. I remember when I first came here the
standard of Deity worship in most temples was very low, and hardly anyone was coming. Now most of those
temples have fabulous Deity worship and conditions have dramatically improved. Millions of pilgrims come
here. Since you built this marvelous Sri Sri Krsna-Balarama Mandira, so many temples have come up. Yes,
Srila Prabhupada, you put Vrndavana on the map. Now it is our sacred duty to maintain our ISKCON temple
as a favorite place of pilgrimage for people from all over the world. Please shower your blessings on us so we
can perform this service.

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada for giving us Vrndavana, Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, Sti Sri Krsna-Balarama, and
Sri Sri Radha-Syamasundara!

Your lowly servants at Vrnd-kunda, Vrndavana, India.

(written by Deena Bandhu Dasa)
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Vrndavana

Dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept our prostrate obeisances at your lotus feet, the shelter of the entire world and resting place
for those seeking relief from the pangs of material nature.

As from a small seed a huge banyan tree grows, so from the concise personal instructions you received from
your revered Guru Maharaja, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, the tree of ISKCON has sprouted,
grown many branches, and proliferated, so that now it spreads the shade of Krsna consciousness throughout
the world. On December 13th, 1936, a few days before leaving this world, your Guru Maharaja ordered you
in a letter:

I am fully confident that you can explain in English our thought and arguments to the people who
are not conversant with the languages of the other members. This will do much good to yourself as
well as your audience. I have every hope that you can turn yourself into a very good English preacher
if you serve the mission to inculcate the novel impression of Lord Caitanya’s teachings in the people
in general as well as philosophers and religionists.

As a stalwart disciple of your Guru Maharija, you took this instruction as your life and soul and molded
your life to execute this mission. You sacrificed your family, health, wealth, and solitude to spread the teach-
ings of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu worldwide. You left behind the comforts of home and friends and struggled
alone for years, wandering and wondering how to fulfill these orders. You prayed for the mercy of Srila Ripa
Gosvami so this mission would be successful. Feeling unqualified, you knew your only qualification was
the blessings from your Guru Maharaja and the previous acaryas for success. Alone, you ventured from the
heartland of Krsna, Sri Vrndavana dhama, and carried the message of Lord Caitanya to the Western world.

Your philosophy was: “We should always be enthusiastic to try for shooting the rhinoceros. That way, if we
fail, everybody will say, ‘Never mind; nobody can shoot a rhinoceros anyway,” and if we succeed, then everyone
will say, ‘Just see what a wonderful thing they have done!” So you went for the rhinoceros. You decided to go
to America, the wealthiest and most influential country in the world, to plant the seed of Krsna consciousness.
You succeeded, and that seed has now sprung into a huge sprawling tree with branches and sprouts covering the
entire world. This tree has roots going upwards and branches going downwards, and nobody has been able to stop
its growth—not the governments or gundas, not the communists or capitalists, not the religionists or atheists,
not the scientists or ignorant fools. Many have tried to snuff out your ISKCON movement, but all have failed.
This tree is being nourished by the nectar flowing from the parampara as it reaches to the lotus feet of the Lord.

I am successful in my teaching work because I have not deviated one inch from my spiritual master’s
instruction—this is my only qualification. [Letter to Brhaspati, 17 November 1971]

My mission has come out a success by the mercy of my Guru Maharaja, who sent me on this mission.
That was my only qualification in coming to your country—that I had the blessings of my Guru
Maharaja. [Letter to Danavir, 17 October 1974]

I am not saying anything which is not given by my Guru Maharaja. I am simply repeating what I
have learned from him. So you please do the same and your life will be full of ananda—blissful
happiness—and you will be able to help spread this sankirtana movement all over the world. [Letter
to Daruka, 8 April 1975]

Now we, your unqualified disciples and followers, have a huge responsibility to nourish and maintain this
ever-expanding tree of Krsna consciousness. Though it is impossible to trace the original root of a banyan
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tree, we know that the root of the ISKCON tree is Sri Krsna Himself, who resides eternally in Vrndavana.
You called Vrndavana the beating heart of ISKCON. We who are fortunate to serve in Vrindavan have the
responsibility of maintaining this root, the heart of ISKCON, exactly according to your instructions. You
spent years giving detailed instructions how you wanted the Vrndavana temple to expand. We are trying to
fulfill those instructions for your pleasure. We are your eternal servants. Our only purpose in life is to carry
out your orders with the same determination that you carried out the orders of your spiritual master. Then
our life will be successful and Krsna consciousness will continue to spread until it covers the entire universe
and enables everyone to reach the goal of life, the shelter of the lotus feet of the Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna.

You exemplify the ideal disciple by successfully carrying out the order of your spiritual master up to
your last breath. Having left Vrndavana, you fulfilled his instructions and then returned triumphantly with
an army of devotees, your offering to Sri Sri Radha-Krsna’s lotus feet. The residents of Vrndavana were
overwhelmed with ecstasy and awe. How has this one humble, saintly person fulfilled the predictions of
the Supreme Lord that His holy name would be taken to every town and village? What was his magic that
enabled him to transform these mlecchas and yavanas into gentle Vaisnavas? You revealed your secret to us
and asked us to do as you did.

Imploring you to bless us with the intelligence and humility to remain always in your divine service, we
remain

Your eternal servants at ISKCON Vyndavana, India.
(written by Daivisakti Devi Dasi)
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